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" ibnl with many inch p^irableh npulce He the word nnto theiiir 
M they were able to hear it. 

" And without a parable rpakc He not onto them : And when 
tliey were alone^Hc ezpoanded all things onto His diieipics." 

Mask iv. 33, 3«. 
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To Mrs« ^ 



itf^i^Wr 



Ik ^edienting my Utile troi4 to jeu^ 
J feel that' I seouffe one indu^Ht, and 
(yoii ^l iM I may ad«D one <«|:|prot^n^ 
Header^ I am aware idf th.e ^iffioilIt|r ^ 
ibd task; wU^h I bave imAMAen: I 
^n co^floioas how Imfp^siMe it is to 
vitCoid tike ^foH btettifeMli* A«d fbe MA- 
ii0t tneaniagSi of tie PaiMUhM of the 
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▼1 PRBFACE. 

New Testament : and how doubly hope- 
less is the task, to bring those bean- 
ties and those meanings into language 
suited for the comprehension of children* 
It is, therefore, probable, that in many 
instances, while in my endeayour to sim* 
plify, I have failed in doing justice to 
my subject, I have, at the same time, 
fallen into the opposite fault, of being 
above the imderstanding of my youthful 
readers* To mothers, like yourself, I 
must trust to supply my deficiencies in 
these respects: but I could not resist the 
temptation of entering upon a field, which 
seemed to me, strange as it may appear, 
hitherto untrodden; of explaining, in a 
familiar way, these most attractive por« 
tions of the Sacred Writings; and for 
this purpose, the form of conversation^ 
which I have adopted, struck me as the 
most convenient It ^tables the writer 
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to propotmd and explain saeh diffionlties, 
-as he supposes most likely to strike the 
mind of his young* readers : and it giTes 
him the opportunity of reUeving, by oc- 
casional breaks, the tedium, to a child, 
of a regular and continned lecture. 

From the commencement of my pro* 
jecty you have uniformly encouraged me 
to proceed : to you I owe it that my task 
is at length completed : yon haye given 
me the highest sanction in your power, 
by assuring me that my little work is 
one which you would place, with a hope 
of its being useful, in the hands of your 
own children ; and those who know yon 
can alone appreciate the value of this 
assurance. Imperfect as I feel it to be, 
to you I present it ; my hopes will k^ye 
been more than realized, should other 
paroits find in it the means of leading 
their children to study with pleasure that 
Holy Book, which, '^ known from a child," 



will ^' Itak^ tis i4*ie imto s^kalieii,^' kuA 
y^hitit, ^' dfligeatly scorched,*' and pioust;^ 
mecHtaied «rp6fi, w4H '' B^ate\f bHng^ a mafl 
Ijeace at the lasli" 

Believe ute^ 

My Dear - — '*--i 

Yours, 

» 

WMi niteere respect, esteem, atn) 
friendship, 

Oxford^ 
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*' Mamma," said Henry B — , a lively in- 
telligent child of seven years old, " I have 
finished that pretty book of Bible Stories, 
which Papa gave me on my last birth-day ; 
but when do yon think I shall be old enough 
to read the real, real Bible, like you and 
Papa ?" 

Mrs, B, — My dear, you are too young 
at present to understand what you call the 
real Bible, from which, however, the stories 
in your book are taken, and put into a form 
more suited to your comprehension. You 
know, Mary is two years older than you, 

B 



2 CONVERSATIONS ON 

and it is only lately that she has been al- 
lowed to read some parts of that sacred 
book, the writtea word of God himself. 
In it, indeed, though, as His word, it is the 
fountain of all wisdom, and intended for 
all persons, there is much which is not 
only above your understanding, but above 
mine or your father's. 

Henry. — Oh, Mamma ! above your un- 
derstanding, or Papa's ! you are joking now, 

Mrs. B. — Indeed, my love, I am not; 
and when you are old enough to read, and 
to study the Bible, as it should be read and 
studied, you will discover at every new 
rending, as the best and wisest men have 
done, some new excellence, something 
which you bad not noticed before, and 
which, properly considered, may make you 
better, and wiser, and happier. 

Henry. — Oh! Mamma, how I should 
like to be able to begin reading it now 1 
But do not you think that, though I may 
not read it myself, you could pick out 
Ut^ bits, and vead them to us. We would 
both be very attentive, and always ask you 
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uny things thiit we did not understaad. 
Ccmid not yM> Mamma? 

Mr», B^-^Y^, my desr, I think I cati : 
for Ood dei^gned His word to be taught 
to the poor and tho igftorant, at well as to 
the rieh and Wine ; and tfaongh joa c^iumet 
understand die Jkitt meaning eren of iboie 
pktis wUch I fthaU read to yoo, you nmyi 
even at yonr age, dcfrive imidh tnatmotioii 
ftom tfaem^ for Jesud Gfaririt^ t^ Son f^ 
God, hl^ dondesoeoded to gire Ittteons aad 
rtiles of o^daet even for little children 
like you and Mary. Some ef theite» which 
I tnean to begin tending to you^ dre cm- 
tained kk what aire called parables : Mary 
has alteady read some of them» but I think 
she will find in them a good ^al that she 
hlis ndt yet obs^rred c^ understood. 

" Mamma/' said Mary, ** I should like 
to begin li^ asking what are parables ex*- 
daily f 

Mf^. B.— t ttm very glad, riiy dear 
Mary^ to find that ydu wish to know the 

meaning of every thing exdctljf^ Keep up 

this habit, my dear litHe girl, and never be 
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satisfied with Aa(f understanding anything 
for want of taking pains to understand it 
wholly. The word parable means, lite- 
rally, a comparison, and is applied in 
Scripture to short stories, which were fre- 
quently used by the prophets in the Old 
Testainent, and by our Saviour in the New, 
to impress upon the minds of theit hearers 
some moral lesson. They used outward 
land visible objects to represent by com- 
parison heavenly and invisible ones : they 
described religion, the soul, and all that 
belongs to it, under the figure of things on 
the earth and belonging to the body : they 
related imaginary occurrences, and then 
compared them, one by one, with the real 
circumstances before them ; of sometimes 
left the hearers to draw their own compa- 
risons, when the story was told. Do you 
remember a story that I told you a few 
days ago, about a little girl and her nurse? 
' "Oh ! yes, Mamma," said Mary, blush- 
ing, " and I remember very well that I 
thought the little girl very naughty, and 
then you surprised me by showing me that 
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I had been just us Dftughty myself^ But 
vtas that a parable^ Mamma !" 

Mr0^ B. — It partook of the natare df A 
parhhlb, my IoYe» imd I was pleaaM to se^ 
how readily you made the ecMoipArisOii for 
y6ilrself» and acknawledged ywif own 
faldty after ^ndemniiig the imaginary 
little girl. Bat Irhat bright idea ia work-^ 
ing in your b^ad, Henry ? 

H&nry. — I wad thinkings Monna^ Ihaft 
my fables of birds and belttts are all p^ra^ 
bles; afe they not? Tbey tire imapMry 
Stories^ a«d theire is a monri pat to 6felch of 
thenu 

Jff«» jB. — ^Vei7 weU, Henry ; tkef drt-^ 
to a certain degfie, parables) but you 
wiU fiad i* the ptfraUes whi€h I ftm gding 
td fead tayea^ noswJi abcfardities as birda 
mi beasts dl talkiii|; together, which y tfa 
knew etold not haVe happeneda ThaagH 
the pai«Uto (tf J^aus Glvisl oontaair tUi^ 
tfbieh^idfmi happte* ttera ia nalhittgl ill 
them wfeaah migk€ ho$ iOtv^ l^pfMs4^ 
lothiagt ridiisiddtts on Aaardv Th6alori^ 
9^ all HatanAjg and 4mply, mt^ beauAi* 

£2 



6 CONVERSATIONS ON 

fally told. I shall read them to you in the 
Tery words of the Bible, as nearly as I 
think you can understand them, now and 
then giying you any explanation which I 
may think useful to you ; and remember, 
both of you, to ask me any thing which 
you do not understand, at the time, with- 
out any fear of interrupting me ; and you 
know that I always like to hear your re- 
marks as well as questions upon any thing 
that we are reading together. 

Henry. — ^Thank you, dear Mamma; 
and Mary, as you are older than me, if 
there is any thing which you understand 
and I do not, you can perhaps explain it 
to me. May not she. Mamma? 

Mrs. B. — Yes, my dear chUdren ; id 
your lessons and amusements now, and in 
all your occupations through life, you wiU 
"have many opportunities of assisting and 
improving each other, all of which are so 
many opportunities given you by a good 
and kind God for making yourselves hap- 
pier and better, and for pleasing him. I 
am sure my twp 4e«r thildi^n fiill make 
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use of these means to the utmost of their 
power, and be grateful to God for enabling 
them to be of service to others. And now 
good night to my dear little boy and girl ; 
may that great God bless you both, and 
make you a blessing to many others! 
To-morrow we will begin our Scripture 
Parables. 
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f lASt BAY* 



Payable of t^ Sower* 



Md(t. iiii, 3. Mark iv. 3. Liike Viii. 5. 



Mrs. B. — I TOLD you yesterday, my 
loves, that you would find nothing marvel- 
lous or absurd in the parables of Jesus 
Christ : the one which I have chosen to begin 
with. ^iU perhaps seem to yon 80 common as 
hardly to be what you would call a story. 
I dare say you have yourselves seen all 
the circumstances happen, without paying 
much attention to them in the point of view 
in which Jesus used them. *' A sower/' 
said he, ** went forth to sow" com in his 
fields. ** And when he sowed, some seeds 
fell by the way side, and" as soon as he had 
let them fall, ** the fowls came and de- 
voured them up. Some fell up<m stony 
places, where they had not much earth, 
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and forthwith sprung up/ because they had 
no deepness of earth ; and when the sun 
was np, they were scorched ; and because 
they had no root they withered away* 
And some fell among thorns, and the 
thorns sprung up" with them, and growing 
faster, " choked them,'' that is, took from 
them the sun, and the nourishment of the 
earth, and dew, and rain, and they pro- 
duced no fruit* ** But other fell into good 
ground,'' properly prepared, and at the 
time of the harvest, this part had " brought 
forth fruit, some an hundred-fold, some 
sixty-fold, some thirty-fold;" that is, a 
hundred, or sixty, or thirty grains of com 
for eyery one thjat was sown. 

Mary. — ^Well, Mamma, but is this all 
the parable? I thought you said there 
was a moral to all of them, as there is in 
the fable book, but I see no moral here. 

Mrs. B. — No more did the disciples of 
Jesus Christ, for they Came to him, after 
he had finished, and desired him to explain 
it. They were sure that he meant to give 
them some instruction, b^t what it was' 
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they could fldt t^lL H« was so kiiid aft to 
^ris^pldifii it to tbMtt Himself; and ife witl 
Mbir di« payable witk His ortm explflom* 
tiDti, step by step« You 'will itemembef 
irliat I told j^% thttt m the pai^bl^ oat- 
trard add yi»Me objects wera often used 
to fepres^nt heavenly tAd inirisible ones. 
Itt this instance the hearts of men of all 
kMds, good and bod, are represented by 
Ihe dMRsr^t parts of the field. We irfl 
see t^hat sorts of men^ by md by. ** The 
seed is the irord of God/' It is religion 
itsrif — every tbae you learn to know vttore 
of God, every fresh commandment of His 
whidh yoti hear^ and which yon wDl here^ 
after read in the Bible, His written word, 
eveiy good feeling, every Wish to be good, 
every thing which yon leani df your duty 
to God and to y6tir fellow-creatnres, is so 
much •* seed** sown in the •' fields" of your 
" hearts." Do you understand me, Mary? 
And doos this tiegin to sheV yon What Li 
the natur«^ of a parable? 

Mary. — I think I do a little. Mamma, 
but I am n6t very sure. Yon say that 
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every thiug good that ve learn i^ repre- 
8eiile4 ^y the seed* and our hearts by the 
Hfid. Tkw are you ih^ fsmer, Momma? 

Mr$. B. — I see, my dear Mary, that 
you do understand the parable as far as we 
have gone; and, inasmuch as I instruct 
you in yoqr duty to God and to man, I do 
indeed the businesB of the farmer. But 
tell me, whose seed is it that is sovn? 
Who is it that in His wwrd has taught 
im my duty to you, gives me health and 
strength to attend to it» and gives to you 
not only the mean3 of instruction, but your 
life, ypur senses, your understanding, by 
which you can receive it ? 

Henry. — Oh ! you mean the good God, 
Mamma. 

Mr$, B. — ^Yes, my love, I do mean that 
good and great God, who has given you 
earthly parents to be the instruments and 
representatives of Himself, your heavenly 
Father ; a parent who )oves you and cares 
for you even more tenderly than I do. and 
not for you only, hut for all His children 
here on earth. He it is who is the good 
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Farmer, from whom«U the '' seed" comes, 
and who has planted it in the hearts of all 
of us, whether we choose that it should 
grow there or not. You will now, I think, 
be able to make out with a little help, what 
is meant by the different soils in the para- 
ble. You know I told you the different 
parts of the field, *' the way-side," the 
** stony ground," the " thorny ground," and 
the ** good ground," represented men at 
different characters. Who do you think 
are those by the way-side? 

Mary. — Who, Manuna? 

Mrs, B. — I want you to think a little. 
If you were sowing in your garden, why 
would you choose the mould which is well 
dug, rather than the gravel walk ? 

Mary. — ^Because nothing would grow 
on the walk ; the seed would not go in, it 
is so hard, and it would lie on the top till 
the birds took it. 

Mrs. B. — Well, my love, and however 
melancholy it sounds, it is yet true, that 
there are some hearts which perhaps have 
not been properly dug^ that is, properly 
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educcUed, and which are so hard that they 
hear the commands of God, without wish- 
ing to obey them, and receive His mercies 
and goodness without feeling love and 
reverence for His name. 

Henry. — Oh, Mamma! but what wicked 
people! I hope Mary and I shall never 
be like them. 

Mrs, B. — No, my love, indeed I hope 
and pray that you may not! that that 
great and good Being, of whom the sower 
in the parable is the type, or representa- 
tive, may keep your hearts soft and open 
to receive the seed which He throws into 
them ; and may you, on your parts, pray 
to that God who has commanded us all to 
'' ask, and it shall be given us,*" that He 
will not suffer the devil, the great enemy 
of our souls, who is represented by the 
birds in the parable, to take the good seed 
out of your hearts. He is continually en- 
deavouring to do so, and will do so if you 
allow it to lie upon the surfskce, and not to 
sink into the ground. If you, on your 

* Matt. yii. 7. 
C 
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parts, are careless ^nd inattentive, God 
"win withdraw His grace from you^ You 
will contmually become less and lass ofib 
to feel His mercies and His love ; and ikm 
seed which was sown, being upon a hmi 
and unprepared soil, will soon be wholly 
lost. But God grant, my dear childnen^ 
that this may never be our lot ! May we 
be neither the ground by the way-side, nor 
that among the stones^ Henry, do yon 
remiNiifaer what became of the seed sow 
th^e? 

Henry. — ^Yes, Mamma, I think I do. 
It grew up, but the son burnt it, and k 
died. . 

Mrs. B, — Quite right, Henry ; and now 
hear how Jesus Himself explmns this part 
of his parable. *' He that received the 
seed in stony places, the same is he that 
keareth the Word, and anon with, joy re- 
ceiveth it; yet hath he not root in hknself, 
bat dureth for a while ; for when tribula* 
tion and persecution ariseth because of the 
Word, by and by he u offended." Do 
you understand this explanation ? 
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lfary«-^I .think so^ Mftmma ; « person 
hftTttig root in kiiiiflelf metms baVing stoMfr 
ness, does it not ? 

Mrs. B. — Certainl J, toy dear, and with- 
6ui this virtiie of steadiness, without a firm 
root of love for Gk>d, of pratitiide for Hiil 
mercies, and of confidence in His protec- 
tion and prondses, the best and waxaiest 
tesohrtioDi wte of no tfvaii* Tim se^ in-' 
deed, springs nj^, b«t whetf the ran beu 
eorads hoty that is, when pcdrsecmtion ariled 
en acoovat of rdigion, there is nothing to 
itnptKirt its grchrth, and it IviAers awliy. 

HeHfy^^^Bnt, Mamna^ why is the sna 
luied for persecution ? Is not the snn good 
fat eom? 

Mf^. B. — ^Yes, my dear, a moderate 
dcigree of heat is iK>t only good fot* it, but 
iieoessary to its growth ; it diraWiS ttp tb# 
moifitare of the earth below and feeds th« 
reo<| and 00 ai« trials and p^r^edutions 
beoefieial to tii# faith of iinc^e tind irelt> 
grounded Christians ; they eMr<iJfle diehr 
Virtxfe azld nourish theit religion, as tb^ 
sun does the eofn ; but thone who have no 
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foundatioii, no depth of root, wither away 
linder that which might otherwise have 
been their benefit. 

Mary. — Bitt, Mamma, there are no 
such things as persecutions now, so that 
there can be no such people as these any 
longer. . . 

Mrs. B. — ^We have indeed reason, my 
love, to thank God that the days of actual 
persecution, the days when the acknow«* 
lodgment of a Saviour's mercy and atone« 
ment was punished by bodily sufferings 
and death, are long since at an end ; that 
«?« live in an age and in a country, in 
which a belief in the redemption wrought 
for us by Christ forms part of the esta- 
blished religion of the land. But you 
must not imagine on that account that the 
days of " tribulation because of the Word" 
are at an end, or that the sincere Christian 
will not have to undergo many trials, 
whether he " hath root in himself" or not. 
You, my dear Henry, will, before very 
long, go to school, where, as in the world 
afterwards, you will meet with persons of 
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$U chantcterd; with some who have been 
to uilfoiftuiiate Aa nevet to have been taught 
to rdvelrenee religioA themselves, and who 
therefore mflke a mock of it in others ; 
with maily who, from different motived, 
Inil ridieule and despise your strict ad- 
herence to your principles and your reli- 
gion ; and believe me^ my dear little boy^ 
stl^ange cis it may appear to you, ridicule 
or eolktempt are almost as difficult to meet 
te the m<^€f open pei^^utions of fire and 
sword ( unlesi you have root in yourself^ 
unleite your belief in, aad love of God are 
tfa<m>nghly rooted in you^ you wiU^ to use 
the SdrifMwre phrdsoy be " offended;" or 
as I have been tdld is the more Uteral 
transitions be '' made to stumble" by the 
triflmi^, but oonstantly repeated perseeu^ 
fions of thote who are really your inferiors 
iM rdligioto knowledge^ My dear Mary 
has noty Ml thia respect^ so ^ffioult a task 
U> p^orm I bit even she may have oppor- 
twuties Of shewing openly i^at she is not 
to be turned aside from her duty by jperi 

c2 
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cution, in whatever shape ; that she is not 
ashamed of her Saviour, who has declared 
that *' whosoever shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words, of him shall the Son of 
Man be ashamed when He shall come in 
His own glory, and in His Father's, and 
of the holy angels.*" But to whatever 
trials God may see fit to put each of yon. 
He will not sufier the temptation to be 
more than you are able to bear, if you 
sincerely pray to Him for assistance, and 
rely entirely upon Him, who is able to 
grant abundantly more than we can desire 
or deserve. He will soften *" the stony 
jground," and give moisture sufficient to 
support the strongest heat, to those who 
sincerely apply to Him for aid. But we 
have still another case to consider, that of 
tlie seed which ** fell among thorns," and 
so was choked, and brought forth no fruit. 
Let me hear your idea of this, Mary. - 

Mary, — I do not know. Mamma, but it 
seems to me that the thorns might repre- 

♦ Luke ix, 26. 
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sent bad companions, who lead people into 
doing what is wrotig, and hinder them from 
doing what they know to be right. 

ilfr*. JS.-^Your interpretation is inge- 
nious enough, but it is giying amuch more 
limited explanation of the " thorns'' than 
was intended by the Divine Author of the 
parable. Hear His interpretation. "They 
which fell among thorns, are they which, 
when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choked with cares, and riches, and plea- 
sures of this life, and bring no fruit to 
perfection.'' . You see, my love, that this 
includes not only those who are led away 
by bad companions, (though they are in- 
deed thorns which may well choke. amd 
render unfruitful the best seed,) but all 
who, Gtomwx over-anxiety about the things 
of this worM, are led to neglect the service 
of their Maker, and the c^e of their own 
souls. Each station in Hfe has its respec- 
tive, " tIioni&;" rich and poor, ofd and. 
youngs have their vaxibu^ objects of pur-^ 
suit, any of which, when allowed to en- 
gross the chief part of their attention. 
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'' cfcoke the word." Amusem^litSi 
tended by a kind Provideiice to refr^«b 
the mind and bodjy may be laade the hm^ 
Hess of t]fe« Industry^ Hk aippouited 
means whereby men nmdt provide for the 
tempoi'al necessities of themselTds iuai 
their families^ may be turned mto anover-r 
anxiety for the peiishable goods of thia 
l]fe» and an indiffer^iee towards the betteF 
treasures of the worid to oome. Biches^ 
the means ^ven as by God to spriead 
ffifound us comfort and happineds, and to 
promote the welfare of our owii souls^ by 
being tb^ faithfti stewiord^ of His bouiity^ 
may be idfj^ and improfitably wasted^ eif 
toBj, with persons of othet eharacter^ be 
boaMed up» and e:icitd the desire of aoon^ 
mulating more, without consideriiq^ to what 
end they were given* All these, my JbveSy 
ID dhdrt an that ai^d summed up in the 
three woi^s of the BiUe^ '* the cdres^ and 
HMsheif and phdsmret^ of this woirld, all 
these are giiten, in socb proportion as 
Ahnigfaty wisdom has seen fit, for oar inn 
provemeiyt and happiness, aiid ajtoD tfaei 
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ude or abuBe which we make of them in 
our different stations will depend oar future 
happiness in a far better world. We are 
only to take care that we enjoy the good, 
and bear the eyil, which God sends us, 
without allowing either the one or the 
other to choke in our hearts the good seed 
of His word, test it become unfruitful. 
And now^^Maiy^ do you see how muck 
wider a range thb explanation gives to the 
*' thorns" than you were disposed to allow 
them? 

Mary. — ^Yes, Mamma, and I think now 
I quite understand the whole of the para- 
ble. Tht; a«>od on good ground is of course 
good people, who g^w better and better 
as they grow up, till the end of their lives. 

Mrs. B.-^Yes, my dear, but you will 
observe that .there is. at difference .even a- 
mongi those of the foiirtii clasa. / '* Upon 
them^'^ says aii exciellent man as. well as 
writer of the present day, •* the word is 
not lost or destroyed without taking root, 
neither is it overborne by the opposition 
which it must encounter; neither 1$ it 
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cboked among the concenlSy and inteiedtflr^ 
and pleasuires of the presaijC state ; Imt it 
grows among mifrkauHy {jlaita, and floiH 
riahes in sptte of an imgenial climate; andis 
dbtiBgnished by fliefraitsof bunlilityy pi^, 
holiness, and charity^ in which it abosiidft. 
Yet among those who a£ke * receive, and 
understand, and keep the word/ thete is 
not an uniform proficiency. All da xM iii 
an eqnd degree obtain Ae mastery oTar 
their natural comtptionB* All' do not ar- 
rive at an equal height in Christian Yirtiies« 
All do not labour equafly in the service of 
the master to whom they hv^ atteidbed 
AenmelveB; All jMroduoe frvk, ImC sonid 
tfiirty-fold» some sixty^ nd some mt huay 
dred."* I* the woards in which St. Luke 
gives the esfplanation of this part of the 
parable, " they on the good ground ai^e 
tiiey^ which, in an hottest and good beaort^ 
having heard the word, keep it,, and hting 
forth fruit witb patience.'' 

Henry. -^Whj dbes h Miy '' with ^ 
tience," Mamma I 

♦ Suuaner's Evidences of Christftnity, p. ltd. 
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Mrs, i?.-^What ymvXA you say, Henry, 
to a fanner who put the seed ipto the 
grofmd one day, and expected to reap the 
orap die Bext ? 

Henry. — I should say that he was yery 
sSIy, Mamma ; because it has got to grow 
1^ at first green like grass, and then it 
growji higher and higher, and then the ear 
eevnes, and then it turns yellow, and at 
last it is fit to be cut down. 

Mrs. B. — ^Well, Heiffy, and the case is 
much the $ame with the cultivation of the 
hnman heart. It is a woatk of time ^id of 
intifiiice. The heart must be prepared to 
know and lave €rod, the seed of His word 
ii»st be flown, it must take deep root, it 
must slowly *^ grow with our growth, and 
9tvengthen wiih our strength ;" care must 
be taken to root out all the evil weeds 
wUeh might choke it; it must foe ripened 
by difficulties and trials, probably by afitic- 
tion riso ; and tbe grace of Grod, eonc^antly 
aad devoutly prayed for, muat ever assist 
His own work, and aid the fruit to come to 
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perfection. And th^li, at the great day of 
harvest, when it shall be gathered together, 
good and bad, may He, my dear children, 
mercifully grant that we may be of the 
number of those whom He ** shall gather 
as wheat into His gamer,*" there to enjoy 
for ever and ever a happiness, though far 
exceeding all human understanding, yet 
equitably proportioned to the fruit which 
we have produced from His seed, in this 
world of trial. And let us never forget 
that according to the seed sown, acceding 
to the opportunities given to us of improve- 
ment, will God most justly expect that the 
future crop shall be; that ** unto whom- 
soever much is given, of him shall be much 
required.f*' But upon this particular sub- 
ject we will take another parable to-morrow. 
Meantime, I hope you have understood 
and will remember what we have gone 
through to-day. 

Mary, — ^Yes, Mamma, thank you, I 
think I quite understand it now, and I am 

♦ Luke iii. 17. ^ Luke xii. 48. 



i.*^. 
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siir^5 I never thought, when you first read 
the parable, that there could be so much 
hidden in it. 

Henry. — Nor I, Mamma ; I shall never 
see them sowing in the fields now without 
thinking of this parable. 

Mr9. B. — ^You will do well, my dear, 
on all occasions, to let your thoughts turn 
habitually to the goodness and mercy of 
God, and to His commandments ; and to 
a mind properly disposed, there is nothing 
which may not suggest the idea of Him, 
who is at all times your surest guide^ and 
friend, and protector. And now we will 
close our reading for to-day. To-morrow, 
if I have reason to be satisfied with you, 
we will begin at the same hour. 
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SECOND DAY. 



Potrnble of tlie Takfifs. 



Matthew xnv, 14. Luk€ xix. 12. 



Mrs. B. — ^You remember, my dears, 
that, in the parable which we read yester- 
day, we settled that the seed, which fell on 
good ground, and brought forth fruit, some 
thirty, some sixty, and some an hundred- 
fold, was designed to represent those good 
persons, who, to use the words of the 
Bible, " in an honest and good heart, 
haying heard the word, keep it, and bring 
forth fruit with patience,''* but who do 
not all make an equal proficiency : to carry 
on the same comparison, upon which part 
of his field do you suppose the farmer 
would look with the greatest pleasure and 
satisfaction? 

* Luke viii. 15. 
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Hgnry. — Ob tke good graaad of course. 

Mrs. B, — ^And of tbe good ground ? 
Upon that which produced thirty, or sixty, 
or an hundred-fold ? 

Henry. — ^Upon that which produced a 
hundred. 

Mrs. B. — ^Yes, my love, and so you may 
be sure will the heareniy Sower of the 
word look with loye and mercy upon aJl 
who bare served Him faithfully in this 
life, but with more love and wkore approba- 
tion, the more we serve Him, and strive to 
*' bring forth the fruif ' of His word in this 
fife. Nay, we are even assured that we 
have it in our power to add, by our con- 
duct here^ to the happiness even of the 
Uessed angels in heaven. 

Henry. — Oh ! MaiAma, you do not mean 
that the angels can care about what is done 
by such a little boy as I am ! 

Mrs. B. — My love, our knowledge, 
while we are in this life, of what passes in 
heaven^ of the nature and feelings of its 
blessed inhabitants, must be very imper- 
fect ; but of thi£^ we are assured by Jesus 
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Christ Mmaelfy that *^ there b joy in hea- 
ven OT^ one sinner that rejpentetb, more 
than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance.* ' And we 
cannot but beUevVe that beings,, infinitely 
good and holy, must delight in seeing 
others making advamtces, however trifling, 
towards the same state of perfection and 
happiness. But this has taken us a little 
away from the subject of our parables, 
which, as you remember, was to Ulustrate 
the^^dtfferent degrees of goodness, and 
iwhicb wilF'also show us what will be the 
dealings of a just and merotfu] Cod. with 
regard to tjji^em. Bear this in mind, and I 
think you will understand, without much 
explanation, the .parable of the nobleman 
and his servants. St. Matthew and St. 
Luke both relate it, with some trifling, dif- 
ferences. I mean to take tUe woid^^soffi^ 
times from, onsi^ frndiisometimes from^^lite. 
other. .. ' 

1 " A certain nobleman went into a far 
country? to Teceive,ibr himself a kingdom^y 

"- ■ r "a "'*^* 

» Luke XV. 7. ' -" » 
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(or to take possesion of an estaiJb whieb 
belonged to hiniy) ''and to return. And 
be called U» ^^wn anrtintSy and deMVc^t^d 
HVtD diem Mb gooii^ and said unto then, 
Oedupjp" (or employ to the best advamtaf e) 
^'tfll I eome« And to oiie he gaye fiye 
talents, to another two, and to another 
one, to every man acoording to his sereral 
ability ; tod straightway took hk joamey •" 

JMeifjf .— Hamifta, I beg yoiir pardon for 
int^niptnig you, but is not a talent a 
sum of money? 

Mrif, B.-^— Yes, my lovfe ; you are quite 
right to ask the question. A taieni was 
a sittn of money, or rather a quantity of 
gold or of sSver, iteountii^ to a certairi 
weight. St. Luke use^ tksiieiid 6f ttient, 
the word '* pdUnd ;^' but it is duftcient t6 
know, th^t tk SBSto 6f nloney, M inattei' 
how largi^ of nnfill, is iillended. 

" Then," continties Si. Matthew, " he 
that had re^ivi^d the fiy^ tafe^ts, W^Ai 
and traded wiA the saiiie, and mad^ thenf 
^her five tdetits. Add, fik^iri^^ be A&t 
had rec&v^d two, h^ al^o g^ned (Hh^f 

d2 
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two* But he that: Jm^« .ciepcdved oa^w 
went and digg^ in the earth, and hid his 
Lord's laoiney., After a long time, the 
liord of those servants cometh, and com- 
mandeth them to be called unto him, that 
he might know how much every man had 
gained by trading; And so he th^t had 
received .fivi^ ;talents,. casie md brought 
other five talents, saying. Lord, thou de^ 
liveredst unto me five talents, behold I 
have gained .beside them five talents more. 
His Lord said unto him, Well done, thou, 
good and faithful servant; thou. hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make: 
thee ruler over many things ; enter thjiu 
into the joy of thy Lord. He alsq ffiat 
had received two talents^ came and said, 
Lord> thou deliveredst unto me two 
talents, behold, I have gained two other 
talents beside them. His Lord said unto 
him, Well done, good aiid faithful servant, 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many things ; 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. Thea 
he which had received the one talent/ 
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came andiMMp bard,- i iloiev .ihae,. that 
thou .we^stn^h^rd man, reafiing^ '.^rltere 
ftoatts'tfuot sown, and gatherin|^':«i(4ieye 
thon faast^det/ strawed : and I was afraid; 
and went and liidl thy talent ml the earth : 
]o! there thou hast that is«*.tbin(e.. His 
Lord answered and said nntoihini, ' CKrt of 
thine own mouth will I judg^tbee, thou 
wicked and slothful servant. Thofa JBnew^ 
est that I reap where I sowed not, and 
gather where I have not strawed, where- 
fore then gavest not thou my money into 
the bank, that at my coming.! ni%bt^h&ve^ 
ref}ii|iP^ my pWn with usury ? .(<»r interest 
% j mon€(y leii€>. H^k^f th^^o^lthe 
tisdearMpi^iUbn, and gi^ it iMdorMm tiiat 
hath ten , takasts. For > imH M^vy^' i»^ 
that hath shall be given, aiid!'he shaff 
have abundi^ce : but {fom' him that hath 
not, sbaH bSe' taken away even that whicb 
bebath."' ;:I : . : : 

Hanryt'^^-^Bui surely^ Mamma, tbotwas 
not quite fair; was it? For the.man'wbo 
badakeady ten talents could 'net want 
any n^Qce^ .aii4;tb« other did« . 



« 
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Mrs. JB.-^We will go orer tUe pariUe 
tine for line, snd see what moral we eati 
draw from it ; and I tlmk we shaH dneif 
you, Henry, before we have d^ne, that 
y<m bave been rather hasty la judgingv 
axid therefore have judged wrong. Aim! 
BOW, to begin our examination. Who is 
meant, think yon, Henry, by the noble* 
man and his servants ? or can yon tell me^ 
Mary? 

Mary. — YeA^ Mamma, I tUaik I cstn; 
I think I understand it alt quite weH» 

Mr^. £.— All quite well ! that is sajring 
a good deal. 

Mary. — I mean^ Mamma, that I 
^Kmght whole you were revniSx^ I couldl 
msdie out what each part meant, said how 
ii all applied. 

Jfra. JB.*^Wel}, my dear^ I ais gladi 
to hear that yxm ha^e been abl^ t» follow 
the general meaning so far : but d^nd 
upon it^ yonwiU'iqd in Aisi, as^ in atf the 
other parahfes; tiiat though ihfe geaeral 
tine ef oomparisoni may be pifda MMJt sknpkB^ 
enough, the moris we* eaUirgv ufNin, mA 
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coiisiider each particular point, the more 
'hidden meaning we shall discover, and 
the m«re good we may do to our own 
minds; and the case is, perhaps, stronger 
in no one parable than in this. And now 
£«r yoiir explanation, Mary. 

Mary. — I think. Mamma, that the 
nobleman means God; that we are His 
servants, and that when He returns, that 
'h, at the last day, JSe will call us to ac- 
^ont for the good or.|jbe evil we have 
done, and reward or punish iis accord- 
ingly, 

.i%ht m your general view ; but* wjf -may, 
I think, go a little further into def^HS 
than you have done, before we quit the 
parable. How, for instance, do you in- 
terpijef ther s3xp\> of nic^ 

'0£/J^ngrgOQd f . 
. '^'klmti. BMHo si>flieTs do ^jej?^ n^ean, or. 
to'ouHafllt^^^lso ? nx^v 




r i» 
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Maryz-^I ' meant to otb^s^ Maii^a'; 
but I suppose it may mean'b^rti^ ;.'^'?*''' 



<•■ 
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Mrs. B. — ^And if it does, which indeed 
it may be said to da» what a boundless 
field dees it open to us ! What iadeed is 
there, which may net, if we choose, be 
jttade the means^ of good to ourselves cr 
others? Not oat worldly adrantages 
only, ndt rady our good dispositmis, not 
only our {aoas and yiituous feelings, bat 
our joys, omr sorrows, our trials, eten our 
eml inclinations, (which are trials,) all our 
whole state of being, and etery circum- 
stanee of our Ures, may be made '* the 
means of good to ourselves or others." All 
these are, in fact, part of the talents, the 
aioek m trade, which our heavenly Master 
has put into our hands, for the employ- 
ment of which He will call us to account 
when He comes to make His reckoning. 

Mary, — Oh ! but Mamma, what a ter- 
rible idea! how could we ever give such 
an account ? 

Mrs. JB. — Tkt idea is not a terrible 
one to a Christian, my love, who considers 
that he serves a merciful,' though a just 
Master ; one who knows the infirmities of 
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His creatures, and has accepted, as an 
atcmement (ow o«r sins and imperfectioiiSy 
tbe (perfect sacrifice of His own Son Jesnii 
Cbrist; but it is a^ awful idea, even to 
the best of Christians; and one which 
may well lead us to consider seriously the 
fei|)onsilulity under which we stand, for 
i^ur use of things seemingly indifferent. 
But though the comparison would equally 
hold good throughout, even were it 
pushed to its farthest Iknit, we will not 
go so far : we will consider the *" talents" 
committed to us, to mean our good dis- 
positioos, and the advan^ges of our re- 
spective stations in life; in other word*, 
our C8q»acities for serving God and men. 
And now, my loves, observe, in the fest 
place, the nnequul distrAuiien of these 
advantages, '^Unlo one he gave five 
talents, to anodifer two, to another one; 
to every man accord^og to his set^ftl 
ability." And our Master has ad(^pled 
ik(B same line of proce^ing in His go- 
venxment cff the world ; not all are ricli, 
not all prosp^ous, not all endowed with 
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distinguished abilities; some are born to 
poverty and suffering, some to sickness 
and infirmity of body, some to weakness 
of intellect. Even you may have seen 
different children iv'ith different disposi- 
tions, more or less good tempered, liberal, 
iiidustrious ; one learning quickly, and 
soon perhaps forgetting ; another slow, but 
retainini^ in the memory what he has 
learnt. '* But sdl these," as the Apostle 
St. Paul says, in his Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, ^'worketh that one and the self- 
same spirit, dividing to every man seve- 
rally as He will:"* or, in the words of 
the parable, '^ to every man according to 
his several ability ;" according, that is in 
our case, as. He sees best, for us, and for 
His own eternal purposes, .He. places us 
each in our respective stations, allots to us 
our respective duties/ and gives us our 
rf ^pective powers, and capacities of body 
and of mind. 

Henry. — How woddarful. Mamma ! 
4O111S ^ts quitfr puzzled Jtit thinking how 

* t Cor. xii. 11, 
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Ood can know and arrange for aU the 
world. 

jfr«. S.— Wopderful indeed, my dear 
Henry, is He in all His ways, and far above 
-our comprehension is that all-mighty and 
all-knowing mind which provides for the 
wants of every single creature, not only in 
this world, but perhaps in hundreds and 
thousands of other worlds beyond oiir 
knowledge. But let us return to the 8ub«- 
ject which we are more immediately con^ 
sidering ju^t now. For what purpose did 
the nobleman give his servants these dif^ 
ferent sums of money ? did he give them, 
or lend them, or entrust th^m to their 
keeping t 

Mary. — He entrusted them. Mamma; 
and said that they must employ them t6 
the best advantage, till he came back. 

Mrs. B. — ^Very well remembered, Mary ; 
and now what do you understand by this? 

Mary. — I understand. Mamma, that 
Grod has entrusted to us our good disposi- 
tions, and that we are to make the most of 
them, and to keep them always exercised. 

£ 
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Jfrt. Bir-^Yenj well^ indeed; it is a 
pleasure to me to teaoh^ when I find yon 
attantiTe and endeavooring to profit by my 
instraetions. And if we db so exercise 
our good dispositions, and cnltiyate our 
capacities for good, we are assured by the 
parable that the dispositicms and capacities 
will themselves be perpetually increased. 
Besides our first five we shall have gained 
five other talents. But observe, that we 
are not only to ** trade/' or endeavour to 
increase our store of good till we have 
gained a certain point, but we are to " oc- 
cupy till our Master cometh.^ What does 
this mean, Benfy? 

Henry. — Does it not mean, Manima» 
ikmi we are always to try to get better and 
better till our death ? 

Mrs. B. — ^Yes, my dear boy, the day of 
our death will be to each of us the time when 
pur accounts shall be closed, and when our 
faithful service, however poor and hum- 
ble, if it kave been faitJtful and zealous, 
will be accepted by a master, who is a God 
of Mercy. But supposmg the savant to 
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whom five talents had been giy^i had 
began by being very mdustrioafi> and after 
a little time had gained two more; sup- 
pose he had Aen rested satisfied, do you 
think he would then haye been ^titled to 
hear, ^^ well done, thou good and faithful 
senrantp enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord?** 

Henry. — No, Mammat I do not suppose 
he would : and yet the other servant only 
gained two talmits more than he had at 
first, and he had the same thiug ^aid to 
him* 

ilfrs. J9.-— Do you remember what we 
read yesterday, ** unto whon^soever much 
i$ giy w, of him shall be much required, 
and to whom men have committed much» 
of him they will ask the more?"* It is 
not the extent of our acquirements which 
God will consider, so much as the propor* 
tion which they bear to our original ad- 
vantages* I will explain this to you at 
once by the parable. It is . very true^ as 

* Luke xii. 48. 
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you say» that one servant gained five 
talents, and the other only two, and yet 
theur master was equally satisfied with 
them: but to the one he had originally 
given five, and the servant, by his indus- 
try, had gained one for each of the five : 
to the other he gave two, and he also had 
gained one for each of the two. To the 
third he gave one, and had he also gained 
one, he woidd also have, met with his- 
master's approbation — ^he would have done, 
equally well, because his means of im- 
provement were smaller. Had the first 
servant only gained two talents, having 
received five, he would not have been as 
industrious in proportion to his power, and 
would not have deserved his master's ap- 
probation. 

Henry. — Thank you. Mamma; I see 
now that t was mistaken, and that it was 
ail quite fair. But then, Mamma, you do 
not mean that whether we are more or less 
good, if we are as good as we can be, we 
shall be rewarded the same in heaven ? 

Mrs, JB. — My love, for our own actions 



. i^»^^ ^ ^-^^rf ^^f ^— ^^^^(^■^^■^^■r'li^ < m0^ ■ 
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we can hope for no reward; for even the 
best of ua, ** when we have done all/' maj 
say, with truth, that we are only '^ an* 
profitable servants/'* But there can be no 
doubt that all who faithfully serve Grod 
here, whether their capacities on earth 
have bemi great or sntall» will have their 
services accepted of their Master: and, 
on the other hand, we are told expressly, 
that our future state of happiness will be 
in proportion, not to our means h««, but 
to the use we make of them. St Lake in 
diis point relates the parable rather difiee 
rently, and supposes each of the servants 
to have recrived the same sum. The liist 
gains by trading, ten pounds, the second 
five. Jn this case, as yon see, each hav- 
mg tke same advantages, the merit of one 
is much gveatef than the other. ,Whttt 
then is the answer of their Lard? To 
bodi he says, ^* Well done, thoa good and 
faititful servant :" but to the &rst be gives 
** auAority over ten cities ;"' to the sft- 

♦ Luke xvii. tO. 
£2 



42 CONVBRSATIOirS ON 

cond^ f* authority over five cities.** To 
each he gives a revirard, but a reward in 
proportion to the respective merits of 
each. And our Saviour says himself^ in 
another place, *' in my Father's house 
are many mansions"* — plainly intimating 
that there will be different degrees of re- 
ward and enjoyment in heayen, proper- 
tioned to our capacities for receiving 
them. There ** shall we know even as 
we are known"f to God^ and all the 
doubts and uncertainties which we must 
feel here will there be removed for ever. 
Meanwhile we may rest assured of this, 
diat we have no hard Master to serve ; 
that '^ His yoke is easy, and His bunfen 
light."! H® views with equal eyes the 
high and low, rich and poor, great and 
small, and holiness and goodness are the 
oiily means whereby we may hope to see 
Him. But if we neglect the ** talents" 
entrusted to our care, if we refuse to che- 
liah and foster oar good dispositions, and 

* John xiv. 2. f 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

I Matt. xi. 30. 
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suffer them to be overcome by evil, con- 
sider what was the case of the ^' wicked 
and slothful servant." Once more re- 
member the money was entrusted, for the 
especial purpose of trading — ^he had the 
commands of his master so to employ it ; 
instead of which, he buried it in the earth, 
and when his master returned, endeavour- 
ed to excuse himself by pretending that 
fear of misusing it had induced him to 
bury it in the ground, where it had lain 
idle for many years. 

Henry. — ^Well, Mamma, but he paid it 
back again, just as he received it. 

Mr$. B. — ^Were those the orders of his 
master ? Does not our Master say to us, 
I give you faculties, and dispositions, and 
opportunities of doing good : I order you 
to cultivate them, and make the mosi of 
them? Would it, do you think, be an 
answer, were we to say to our Lord, 
** Lord, t possessed till my death all the 
faculties Thou gavest me; but I never 
exercised them; I was afraid of doing 
wit>ng, and I did no good : I let all my 
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good dispositimis lie idle» all my opportu' 
nities pass away ?" And would not Grod 
jiutly say, ** Oat of thine own mouth will 
I judge thee, thou wicked and slothful 
servant* While others have gained ten* 
fold, thirty-fold, a hundred-fold of what I 
^trusted to tb^n, thou, with the same 
importunities, hast wasted and misused 
thy talents ?'' And now follows what ap- 
peared to Henry to be injustice, *' Be- 
cause thou hast so wasted them, diey shall 
be thine no longer. I take from thee that 
of which thou madest no good use, and I 
give yet more and more to him who has 
proved himself a good and faithful ser- 
vant : he has been faithful over a little, he 
has now entered into the joy of his LorciU 
he shall have the opportunity, even now, 
of iiroving more and more his faithfulness, 
and gaining yet more the love of his 
master/' Is there any injustiQe in this, 
Henry? 

Henry. ^Oh no. Mammal But it 
Bwmis very differwit now; there was 
SMPeihing, I forget the words, about giv- 
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ing to him that had, and taking away from 
him that had not, which seemed very 
strange. * 

Mrs. B, — Well, my love, I will repeat 
the words you mean^ and consider them as 
I have just explained them. ''Unto 
every one that hath shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance ; and from him that 
hath not" (that is, . from him who by his 
own fault has no more to show than he 
originally possessed) *' shall be taken away 
even that which he hath."* 

Mary. — Mamma, it seems to me, that 
it is like the sepd sown by the way-side, 
which you said the devil was suffered to 
take away from the hearts which were too 
hard for it to grow. 

Mrs. B. — ^Yes, my dear girl, it is, in 
great measure, the same case. You have 
very well illustrated the one parable by the 
other ; and as in the former case you saw 
no injustice, so, I think, you will not 
fancy any here. 

* Matt, XXV. 29. 
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Henry. — Oh no> Mamma! I see now 
that you have explained it, and I will not 
be so hasty another time. Bnt^ Manmia, 
what would the nobleman have done if the 
servant had not bronght back the money 
at all? 

Mrs. B. — My love, if €rod finds fault 
with, and punishes those who do not im- 
prove their capacities, what will He do 
to those who pervert and turn them to 
evil? The larger the sum entrusted, the 
greater the guilt; the greater the abili- 
ties of good, the more awful is the sin of 
not only neglecting them, but perverting 
them to a contrary purpose. Upon the 
fate of such, God has not left us in doubt, 
and though He has mercifully concealed 
from our knowledge wKai will be iheir 
punishment, . He has left it to be con- 
jectured, by figures which paint it in the 
most awful terms, but which I will not 
at present read to you. Oh, my dear 
children! may you ever strive faithfully 
to exercise your respective ** talents ;" 
and pray to Him for His dd and counsel 
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tliroiighoat your life, that at the last 
great day of reckoniBg, you and I may 
hear addressed to ns these blessed words, 
^* Well done, ye good and faithful ser- 
vants, enter ye into the joy of your 
Lordr 
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THIRD DAY. 



Parables of the Lost Sheep and the 
Pieces of Silver. 



Luke TV, 4. 



" Mamma," said Mary, (when the little 
party were again assembled for their daily 
reading, and, as Henry called it, dissection 
of the parables,) *' when we were talking 
yesterday about the angels, did not you 
say that * there was joy among them over 
one sinner that repented, more than over 
ninety and nine just people who needed no 
repentance ?" I meant to have asked you 
then, but I did not like to interrupt you, 
whether this was not rery odd, that they 
should like a repentant sinner better than 
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a thoroughly good man, who never did 
any thing wrong ? Is not this an encou- 
ragement to do wrong first, that we 
may be good afterwards ? 

Mrs. B. — I do not wonder at your ask- 
ing the question, but you have not put the 
case qidte fairly. It is no where asserted 
in Scripture, nor is it to be by any means 
imiEigined, from our knowledge of their 
nature, that God Himself, or His holy 
Angels, regard with more love and yood 
will the penitent criminal, than the per- 
seyeringly good and sincere Chri-tian ; 
the expression is, as you correctly quoted 
it, that there is more joy; and joy no doubt 
in piroportion to the compassionate sorrow 
they had felt for the former wickedness 
and danger of the offender. Surely, there 
is nothing unnatural in this feeling, as fax 
as we can judge of the feelings of heaven- 
ly beings by our own — still less any thing 
which could by possibility justify or encou- 
rage such dangerous wickedness as you 
suppose. Do you remember last year, 
when we heard that the ship in which 

F 
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your uncle had taken his passage to come 
home from the West Indies, was lost, 
and that every person on board had pe- 
rishedy and we thought for some weeks 
that he was dead 7 

Henry. — ^Yes, Manmia, and I remem-< 
her my uncle told us afterwards that he 
had been just going on board, when he 
was stopped about some business which 
he thought very provoking just then, 
though nfterwards he found out that it 
had saved his life. 

Mri. B. — ^Very true, my dear boy; 
and this will shew us how little we really 
know what is good for us, and what is not: 
but there is One who knows, in whcMtt 
we may safely trust. But what I wanted 
to impress upon you, was, what you can- 
not have forgotten, how far more lively 
was our joy, and gratitude to that mer« 
eiful Providence, who had preserved your 
uncle, when we with reason thought him 
lost, than it would have been, had we 
never thought him in any danger. In 
the smne manner we cannot doubt but 
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ikat benevolent beings^ as the angels 
undoubtedly are, should feel a more lively 
joy at seeing a soul which had been in 
danger of suffering everlastingly, brought 
to a sense of its danger, and falling in 
penitent adoration before its God, than 
if that soul had indeed been ** a just man 
who needed no repentance/' But where, 
my dear children, shall we find such a 
person? Who can say that he needs 
no repentance ? ** For in many thingrg/' 
says St James, ^* we all offend/'* And 
knowing our own unworthiness, the un- 
worthiness of the best among us to be 
accepted of God, it is surely consoling 
to know also that our sincere repentance 
for our past sins, and our earnest en- 
deavour to avoid them for the future, 
can give " joy to the angels of heaven." 
But before we can hope to do so, let 
us consider a little what is required of us, 
and let us take the three parables which 
the Bible affords us in illustration of this 

subject. 

* James iii. 2. 
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Henry. — What Mamma, are there thref 
parables on this one subject ? 

Mrs, B, — ^Yes, my love. The first two 
indeed are parables, in Jhe literal sense 
of the word, comparisons ; not stories at 
length, but short allusions to circumstances 
which might happen any day in com- 
mon life. The third is one of the longest, 
one of the most detailed, and, at least 
as it has always struck m^, the most 
beautiful of any in the Bible. We will 
begin with the two short ones first, and I 
think we shall hardly have time to go 
through the whole three to-day* 

Jesus in the course of his preaching 
had not disdained to associate with per- 
sons who were Ipoked down upon, and 
despised by the Pharisees. 

Henry. — Who were the Pharisees, 
Mamma! 

Mrs^ JS. — ^They were a sect my love, 
or party among the Jews, who were very 
strict observers of all the customs and 
ceremonies .commanded by the law of 
Moses ; and who thought that so long as 
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they carefully obeyed the law in tiiese 
particalars^ it mattered little in compa* 
tiaon, what was the state of their thoughts 
and hearts. These persons were exceed- 
ingly angry and offended at Jesus Christ, 
for making Himself a companion of those 
who committed notorious sins, and broke 
the ordinances both of Moses and of God. 
Now the Pharisees would have been quite 
right, if Jesus had made Himself a c(Hn- 
puuon of these persons, in order to en- 
courage them in their wickedness, or to 
share in it; but, on the e<mtrary. He 
went mooag them to draw them hack 
from their bad practices, to shew them 
how sinful they were, and to teach them 
the ways of religion and of peace. But 
the Pharisees did not believe or did not 
nnderatand this; Jesus, howerer, instead 
of besBg angry with them, condescended 
to explain die reasons of His conduct^ 
^ Ikfqr that ave whole," said He on one 
oeeasion, ''need not a jdiysiciain, but 
they dmitaBe sick'"* — that is, as a phy^ 

* Lolte V. Si. 

f2 



54 CONVBRSATIONS ON 

sician goes to heal, not those who are 
well, but those who are diseased, so I, 
who am the great Physician of the Soul, 
and whose great object is to cure men of 
their sins, and give to their minds health 
and comfort, need not go to the righteous 
(if any such there be) but to those who 
are sick in their souls ; who are afflicted 
with their sins, and who feel that they 
have need of the healing of my words : 
to them I go, that I may drive away their 
sickness, forgive their sins, and lead them 
to repentance and to their God. 

On another occasion. He answered the 
same objections by the two parables which 
I have already mentioned to you. 

" What man of you,'' He said, " having 
an hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in 
the wilderness, and go after that which is 
lost, until he find it? And when he 
hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders 
rejoicing, and when he cometh borne, 
he calletfa together his friends and neigh- 
bours, saying unto them. Rejoice with 
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me^ for I have found my sheep which was 
lost." 

Henry, — But, Mamma, was it not very 
foolish of him to leave all his other sheep, 
to look for this one? Might not they 
liave run away too, while he was looking 
for the other? 

Mrs. B. — My love, we must understand 
that he left the remainder under proper 
care ; for God, who is our good Shep- 
herd, never ceases to care for any of 
His flock; but the expression is only a 
strong one to signify the earnest solicitude 
of our Heavenly Father, more especially 
shown in the earthly mission of his blessed 
Son, to reclaim sinners, His wandering 
sheep, from the errors of their past life, 
and to bring them home to their proper 
fold. But this part of the parable is 
capable of another interpretation; for 
although the immediate purpose of this 
<;omparis<m was to show that, in the sight 
of God, none of His creatures were to 
be despised ; or thought unworthy of being 
saved from the consequences of their 
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own wanderings and miscondncl; yet there 
is a second sense in which it may be 
taken, and which it was also^ no doubt, 
intended. In this second sense, each 
man must himself be considered as the 
shepherd, who has a certain number of 
sheep entrusted to him. And this view 
of the first parable is perhaps more clearly 
shown by the second, with winch our 
Saviour follows up the former. " Either 
what woman" • . • . 

Mary. — Oh, Mamma ! but had not we 
bett^ finish one before we begin the 
oAer? I am afraid of getting puzzled if 
we begin two together. 

Mrs. B. — Do you remember, my dear 
Mary, that you assisted yesterday in the 
explanation of part of one parable, by 
lemembeiing what had been said upon 
another the day before I You may dqpe&d 
upon it, that for young or oU» thme is 
no better way of eoniiig at the real 
meaiuBg, and full explanatioii of any one 
passage in Scripture* than by comparing 
it with a passage <tf the same sa<md book; 
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and I can engage that you shall not be 
puzzled by hearing these two parables 
at once. Indeed, they are placed one 
immediately after the other in St. Luke's 
Gospel^ from which I have taken them» 
evideffitly with an intention of explaining 
one by the other. "Either," our Lord 
sayss " what woman, having ten pieces 
of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not 
light a candle, and sweep the house, and 
seek diligently till she find it ? And when 
she hath found it, she calleth her friends 
and her neighbours together, saying, 
Rajmce with me, for I have found the 
piece which was lost.'' 

Mary: — I see. Mamma, that we shall 
not be puzzled, at least I think not, be- 
cause the two parables mean the same 
thing, only one is a man losing a sheep, 
and the other is a woman losing a piece of 
silver. 

Mrs* B. — Exactly so, my dear; and I 
have read the two together, because one 
may serve to explain expressions in the 
other. For instance, in the second para* 
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ble, it is not supposed, that because tbe 
woman had lost one piece of silver, she 
took no care of the other nine, as yon, 
Henry, imagined the Shepherd did about 
his sheep. It only says, ** she swept the 
house, and searched diligently till she 
found" that which was missing. 

Henry. — I see that. Mamma, but after 
all, I don't understand what all the parable 
means. I am rather puzzled with your 
two explanations, and two meanings. 

Mrs. B. — ^I will try if I can make it 
clear to you. You remember the parable 
which we read together yesterday, of the 
nobleman and his servants? You re* 
member also the punishment of the ser- 
vant who brought the unemployed money 
in the napkin, and defended himself for 
not having employed it to more purpose ? 

Henry. — ^Yes, Mamma, I remember all 
that very well. 

Mrs. B. — ^What do you suppose would 
have been the sentence of the noble* 
man, if, instead of bringing it unemployed, 
he had altogether lost it ? 
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Henry. — I should thinks Mammae he 
would have punished him still more se- 
verely. 

Mrs. B. — But suppose the servant, 
instead of vindicating himself, had G<nne 
at once to his master, had confessed his 
own negligence, and begged to be par- 
doned for his fault; what do you think 
a kind master would do? Would he not 
forgive him his past negligence, at the 
same time recommending to him to search 
again for that which he had lost, assist 
him to find it, and advise him to be more 
careful in keeping it, and improving it for 
the future? 

Henry. — I think he would be very in- 
dulgent if he did so much for him. 

Mrs. B. — Not mote indulgent, my dear 
boy, than the merciful God is to all those 
who truly turn to Him with penitent 
hearts, acknowledging their past sins, 
and earnestly endeavouring to amend 
their lives. And now, ray dears, let us 
consider the woman's piece of silver, as 
we did the talents before, as '' a good 
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disposition, a capacity for good/' and 
let us see what moral we can make out* 
In the first place> what was the woman's 
fault? 

Henry. — I do not see that she was 
in any fault, Mamma ; she could not help 
losing the money, and she set about look-* 
ing for it directly. 

Mary. — ^Yes, Henry, she might; if 
she had minded where she put it, and 
what she did with it, it never would have 
been lost at all. 

Mrs. B. — ^Right, my dear girl. — Her 
fault was carelessness and inattention to 
the value of that which she possessed; 
and depend upon it, in the moral point 
of view, we have need of full as much 
watchfulness over ourselves and our dis- 
positions, as over our earthly possessions^ 
which in the end are of far less value to us* 

Mary. — But, Mamma, I know it is 
necessary to be very careful to avoid a 
fault which one is inclined to ; but if one 
has naturally a good disposition^ one can-r 
not lose it, can one ? 
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Mrs. JB.— Do you know Mr. — ;— , who 
called here the other day? 

Henry. — What that fretful ill-tempered 
man, who always looks so discontented 
with every thii^, and ready to quarrel 
with every body? 

Mrs. B. — ^That very fretful discon- 
tented looking man was at school with 
your father, and I have heard him say, 
that there never was a boy who naturally 
had a finer temper : but from being always 
humoured and indulged, he became gra- 
dually selfish, impatient of contradiction, 
and certainly has now a temper which 
renders him disagreeable not only to other 
people, but to himself. 

Mary. — ^But if he was always so spoilt, 
that was not his fault, Mamma. 

Mrs. B. — He is certainly very much 
to be pitied for having been treated so 
foolishly when he was a child-^But I 
only mentioned him as an instance how 
the« best dispositions, unless carefully 
watched^ will, like the piece of silver, 
be ** lost'' to their owners. It is the same 
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with the powers of the nund, memory 
for instance, as it is with the noral vir* 
tues; and these also, remember, it is our 
doty to keep up and to attend to, if we 
mean to be as useful in die world, as our 
Creator intended we should ; but we are 
at present considering rather Tirtneft, than 
talents. 

Mary. — ^Well, but Mamma, if our good 
dispositions are so lost, what can we do 
to recover them X 

Mrs, B, — ^What is it said in the para- 
ble that the woman did, when die dis- 
covered that she had lost the piece of 
silver? 

Mary, — She swept the house diligently* 
tin she found it. 

Mrs. jB.-r— Wdl, Henry, and what did 
your friend ihe riiepheid do, when he 
disoovered the loss of his dieep? 

HsMry. — ^He went itfter it,, and kft all 
tiie rest till he had found if. 

Mrs. B.-^Well, mybves, and so AqM 
a good Christian do, and so wouI4 a good 
do» when he perceived that he 
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had ** lost" any good disposition which 
he fomerly possessed \ that he was more 
easily proyoked» more selfish, less gene- 
rous, less charitable to his neighbours, 
less sensible of the mercies, less carefiii 
of the approbation of his God, than he 
used to be. He would ** sweep the house 
diligently," he would pray earnestly to 
God, that by His assistance he might 
be enabled to *^ cleanse the thoughts of his 
heart" from all impurity, from all that 
might hide and smother his good qudities. 
He would, like the shepherd, leave for 
the time in great measure erery other 
caie, he would apply his whole attention 
to remedy the evil, to *^ find" again that 
which he had lost — ^nor would he cease 
in his exertions, till, by the mercy and 
grace of God, following his prayers and 
resolutions, he had succeeded in finding 
it. 

Henry. — O, Mamma ! I see quite now 
what your second explanation means, and 
I think I understand it better than I 
did the first. And then how happy it 
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would be to call all one's friends and 
tell them that one was become so good ! 

Mtb^ jB. — ^There would be but little 
of a Christian spirit, my dear boy, in 
such boasting to our friends ; for the very 
best of us must feel that they have many 
sins to answer for. '' There is none good/' 
Bays our Lord, ^' but One, that is Grod;"* 
and our religion teaches us always to 
think rather of our many sins than of our 
few approaches to goodness. *' Let no- 
thing be done/' says St. Paul, " through 
strife or vain glory ; but in lowliness of 
mindy let each esteem other bettei^ than 
themselves/'t I do not say, however, 
that you might not feel in your own con- 
science that happiness which always ac- 
companies a successful attempt to con- 
quer a bad inclination^ or to encourage a 
good one. Our best endeavours to serve 
God, are but very imperfect, and cannot 
of themselves be satisfactory to Him ; 
but for the sake of our Saviour Jesus 

•Lukexviii.l9. f Phil ii, 3. 
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Christ He will accept of them, if wemake 
them hcmestly : and though we must not 
call togetiier our earthly friends, we may 
remember, with joy and gratitude, that 
we hx^e keavetUy friends rejoicing over 
every suecetsful attempt that we make 
to become more virtuous, and less un- 
worthy of the goodness of Grod. And 
this we hare on the authority of the Bible 
itself; for each. of these two parables ends 
thus, and the yerse is repeated at the 
close of ead. " Likewise, I say unto 
you, there is joy in the presence ci the 
angds of Gk>d over one sinner that re* 
penteth/' 

Hemry. — ^Then do you mean. Mamma, 
that whenever I am indinsd to be naughty, 
and ight against my indination, I may 
diink, Aat the angob are leally giad thadt 
I am trying to be good! 

Mrs. £*-^You may iM>t only think« 
but be flore, my dear little boy, that not 
only the angels, but the great Qed Him- 
self sees you, and rejoices ; and loves 
you with a love far greater even than 

62 
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your earthly father or I feel for yoil. 
The best actions of the best persons on 
earth are unworthy to be considered by 
the great Governor and Father of all 
the universe ; but the least good actions 
of the least among us, are not lost upon 
Him, ivho knoweth vi^hereof we are made, 
who measures our capacities, and accepts 
our poorest endeavours in His service. 
Upon this subject, however, we will go 
more at length to-morrow, for to-day's 
reading has already taken tns up nearly 
our usual time, and I think we shall have 
a good deal to say upon the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son. 

iUary .—*Oh, Mamma ! may not we go 
on to-day? I am not at all tired. 

Mrs. B. — No, my love; I have other 
things to do, and I cannot go beyond our 
time; and it would be a pity to begin 
so beaulifttl a parable without going 
through it. So we will shut the book till 
to*morrow* 
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FOURTH DAY. 



Parable of the Prodigal Son. 



Luke XV. 11. 



Mrs. JJ. — Well, my loves, I see you 
are come very exactly at our time for the 
parables. 

Henry. — Oh yes^ Mamma, I do so like 
these readings! And Mary and I both 
think that we make out the parables better 
every day. But will you begin. Mamma, 
with the one that yon said yesterday was 
so beautiful? 

Mrs. B. — ^You are in a great hurry, 
Henry; but bring me the book, and we 
will lose no time. The parable immedi- 
ately following those which ife read yes- 



A 



68 COHVBKSATIONB ON 

teiday in St. Luke's Gospel, is that of the 
Prodigal Son. It is partly upon the same 
subject as the former ones, but as almost 
every word in it is of consequence, I think 
we had better read it through without 
stopping for remarks, and then begin with 
it over again, and take it bit by bit. — *^ A 
certain man," said Jesus, " had two sons ; 
and the younger of them said to his father, 
'father, give me the portion of goods 
that falleth to me.' And he divided unto 
them his living* And not many days 
after, the younger son gathered all to- 
ge&er, and took his journey into a fiur 
country, and there wasted his 'subfftanca 
wiA riotous living. And when he had 
spent all, there arose a mighty famme 
in thai land ; and he began to be in want. 
Aad he went and joined hima^ to a 
eitieeii of Ihat oountiy. And he sent him 
into his fields to feed swine. And he wovdif 
gladly have satisfied his hunger ** with 
tihe husks that Ae swine did eat, end no 
man g«ve vifte him." 
Mary. — Poor man, how very miserable 
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he must have been! And how very 
sorry that he had ever left his father^s 
house ! But go on. Mamma, I will not 
stop you» What did he do ? 

Mrs, B. — You shall hear, my love, — 
** And when he came to himself, he said ; 
How many hired servants of my father's 
have bread enQUgh and to spare, and I 
pmsh with hunger! I will arise, and 
go to my father, and will say unto him» 
father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before thee, and am no more wordiy to be 
called thy son ; make me as -one of t}qr 
hired servants."— 

Henry. — That's right, that's right! 
You see, Mary, he was very sorry. Well, 
Mamma! 

Mrs. B. — *^ And he arose, and came to 
his father. But when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and had com- 
passion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him."— 

Mary. — O, Mamma, I am so glad ! and 
I don't know why, but I could cry. though 
I am very glad for hinu 
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Mrt. B.-^*' And the son said onto him, 
iatheTy I hare sinned against heayen, and 
Sn thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 
caUed thy son. Bat the father said to his 
iMrrantSy HiAmg forth the best robe, and 
.pat it on him, and fmt a ring on his hand, 
and dioes on his feet; and bring hither 
the fattBd oalf, and kfll it, and let as eat, 
aoad be merry ; for this my son was dead, 
and is aliye agam, he was lost, and is 
foand. And they began to be merry. 
Kow Us elder son was in the field ; and 
as he came, and drew nigh to the hoase, 
he heard music and dancing. And he 
eaUed one of the servants, and asked what 
these things meant. And he said ante 
him. Thy brother is come, and thy father 
hath killed the fittted calf, becaase he hath 
received him safe and sound." 

Henry, — What a pleasant snrprise for 
him, Mamma! How glad he mast have 
been when he came in, to hear snch good 
news, and to see his brother again. 

J!fr«. J?.— Wait a little— '< And he was 
angry, and would not go in." 
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Henry. — Angry, Mamma ! Angry tbat 
his brother was come back ! What could 
he be angry about? 

Mrs. B. — ^If yon will let me read on, 
jmt shall hear what he had to say for him^ 
self. ** He was angry and would not ga- 
in, therefore came his father out and en- 
treated him/' 

Henry. — I am rery sure, if I had been 
his father, I would not have done any such 
thing. 

Mrs. B. (htuffking.)-^My dear H^iry, 
if you are so wry indignant we shall never 
taUh the parable. 

Henry.r^'WeW, Mamma, I will wait if I 
can ; but what a Grange man to be angiy 
because hia brother was come home ! 

Jfrt . B. — May I go on ? " And he an- 
swering said to his father, Lo these many 
fears do I serve thee, neither tranmressed 
I at any time thy commandments ; and yet 
thou never gavest me a kid that I might 
make merry with my friends: but as 
soon as thy son was come, which haih'^ 
wasted thy substance in riotous living, 
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** thou hast killed for him the fatted 
calf.^ 

Mary. — But surely. Mamma, Henry 
is quite right. I cannot understand how 
any body could be so wicked as to think, 
of being angry at such a time. 

Mrs. B. — No my dear children, I bless 
God that I think you do not know the 
vice of envy, nor the torments it brings 
upon those who are capable of it; but 
we will finish the parable, and keep our 
remarks, if we can, for our second reading 
of it. Hear the kind father's answer. — 
^'And he said unto him. Son, thou art 
ever with me, and all that I have is thine. 
It was meet that we should make merry 
and be glad; for this thy brother was. 
dead and is alive again, and was lost and 
is found." 

Mary. — ^Well, Mamma, you were quite 
right ; that is a very beautiful parable, but 
I am so glad that the poor younger son 
came back, and that his father was so kind 
to him. 

Mrs. J3. — << Likewise," says Jesus 



THE I<ARABLM. 73 

Christ unto ds all, tkei'e is joy in the pre-* 
sence of the angels of God oyer" every 
" simier that repenteth/' But let as now 
famine the parable bit by bit, to see 
what moral for our oWn oonduct, and what 
knowledge of the merey and goodness of 
God we can draw from it. 

Henry. — I had forgotten the morale 
Mamma ; I had forgotten that it a|>plied 
to ti« ; I was only thinking of the pckyple 
in the parable. 

Mrs. B. — And now, Henry, that yon 
remember there is an application to be 
made, do yon^ think yoti <$an mak# you can 
if ? TH> yon think you can tell me wbom 
tl^ people ill the parnble are meant to 
represent ? 

Henry 4 — ^Yes, Mamma, I thitilk I 0an ; 
the father means God, and the two sons 
• . . . iK>, Mamma, I am not sure about 
the sdns. 

Mts. B. — Well, my lore, we will l^re 
them for a UtlSe while. 6od» ihe great and 
almighty God, is, as you suppose, repre- 
sented by the kind and merciful father; 

H 
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and this endearing term is one in which 
He delights, in His written word, to re- 
pres^it Himself. We are directed, as 
you know, in what is commonly called the 
Lord's Prayer, and which was taught to 
His disciples by our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, to pray to God as *' Our Father 
in hefiven:" and in the Psalms we are 
told, that ** like as a father pitieth his 
own children, even so is the Lord merciful 
unto them that fear him."* You, my 
dear children, cannot know aU the strength 
of these expressions; but who do yoa 
suppose on earth loves you the most? 
Who feek the most sorrow when you do 
wrong I Who is the most happy when yon 
are good? 

Both Children^ — Oh, you. Mamma, 
and Papa ! 

Mra. B» — ^Yes, my loves, I believe we 
do love you both, as well as earthly pa- 
r«its can love, and yet, believe me, dear 
chfidnen, our love for you, and our care of 

* Fsialmciiu 13. 
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you^ are far, far less, than those which 
the Almighty God extends to all His 
creatures. He is the tenderest of Fa- 
thers, the most careful of Parents. He 
it is who has made us, who hourly watches 
over us, and protects us all ; who has re- 
deemed us from the consequences of our 
own sin, who forgiyes us, and who will 
finally^ if we pray to Him and love Him» 
receive us to dwell with Him in eterlast- 
ing happiness. 

Mary. — But, Mamma, wait a moment, 
for it quite puzzles one to think how God 
can know and attend to so many, many 
thousand people as there are in all the 
world. 

Mr9. B. — My love, we may go on end- 
lessly contemplating the wonders of the 
omniscience of that God, who is ** over all 
from the beginning," who knows all the 
secrets of every heart, beholds every part 
of the creation at one glance, and rules 
and governs all according to His plea- 
sure — " Such knowledge," as David says 
in the Psalms, " is too wonderful and ex- 
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cdyi^t for^ US — we " caimpt attain unto 
it/' * But the greater and the more won* 
4erful is Grod, the ^eater is his conde* 
scension* His love, in humbling '' Himself 
io behold the things that are in heayen 
and earth :"t and Imowing fdl this, how 
implicitly should we tru9t to "BU almighty 
goodness, and fatherly care over us ! If 
your fiither or I tell you to do any thing 
her^) you know thi^ it k tpld you tar 
your own good. How much more, tben^ 
should we always think this of a Heavenly 
Father, who cannot be mistaken, whose 
knowledge is so infinite^ and whose love 
is so greatly beyqnd all that we can con- 
ceiye! How careful ought we to be in 
all things to be obedient, affectionate, duti- 
ful diildren, (for so He allows us to call 
ourselves,) to so heavenly, so indulgmit 
a Father ! But to return to the parable : 
you cannot make out, Henry, who the 
two sons are? Can you, Mary? 
Jtfafy.— Are they not meant to be good 

• Psalm cxxxix. 5. f Psalm cirfii. 6. 
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people, and wicked people; taking one of 
each as an example ? 

Mrs. B. — I fear, my love, there are 
few who can call themselves good people. 
But yon are so far right, that the two sons 
do represent two classes of persons ;* the 
one, those who endeavour to live after the 
commandments, and as if in the presence 
of €rod Himself, their Heavenly Father ; 
and the other, those who forsake his pro- 
tection, and follow the sinful inclinations 
of their own hearts* And now see, my 
dear children, what is the first mistaken 
step of the prodigal son ? What was the 
first thing that is told of him ? 

Henry. — He went and asked his father 
to give him the portion of goods which 
belonged to him. 

Mrs. B. — Quite right, my dear Henry ; 

* I haTB thought it better to take, io the first 
instance, the practical explanation, as applying to 
all ages of the world, and not to perplex the minds 
of children with the interpretation of the two soni| 
as applying to the Jews and Gentiles. 

h2 
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hut what then? Can either of you go 
on? 

Mary» — He took his jomiiey into a far 
country, and there ..... 

Mrs. B. — Stop, my dear girl ; we h^ve 
got beyond the first mistake. *' He took 
his journey into a far country ;" he left 
the security of his father's house; he 
trasted to hb own prudence and j.dgi^enf- 
he thought that he was able tp manage 
his own afffdrs better than his father could 
manage thiem for him; — that he needed no 
assistance, no advice ; he ** gathi^ed to- 
gether" the property which was to be his, 
and which, we must suppose^ be o^ight to 
hare employed, like the ^ talents/' in 
trading, for the purpose of inoreasi^g his 
stock. 

Mary^ — Oh 1 now J see, Masima, you 
mean that we ought not to take ourselves 
mt of ithe guidance and protection of God, 
and ^rust to our own sense to dkect us. 

Mrs. B. — Tou have taken my meaning 
very well, my dear Mary; or rather I 
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should say^ not mymeaxuag, but the mean- 
ing of Him who made t^e parable^ and 
who knows that '* we haye no power of 
x)ur$elves to help ourselves."* And yet 
how often dio we think that we could 
arrange things for oarftelyes better than 
the Proyidencie of our Almighty ]Path(dr 
arranges the^i for ns ! How oftcjn sae we 
foolishly discontented with trifling things 
which happen to ns, and which^ after the 
momentary vexation is past^ have no in- 
Suence uppp our comfoi^ or happiness ! 
Is not this to withdraw ourselves from our 
Father's house? to take the portion which 
falleth to us, ai^d 'to employ it according 
to our own inclmations and ^andes? 

Mary. — ^^ut, Manp^a, w(iy did the fa^ 
ther aUo;w his son to take ^ that moneys 
if he thought he would nmlLe suph a bfid 
iiseofit? 

Afrs. B. — If we are to take the ques- 
tion a9 of an earthly father, we must 
suppose that the son was of tibat ^ge;, 

'*' Collect for .the fiecoad Sunday in Lent. 
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irhen legally the father could not refuse 
to allot to him his maintenance. If we 
ate to consider it as applying to ** our 
Father in heaven," we must remember 
the case of the talents again, and that, 
unless we have our portion at our own 
disposal, there can be no trial of our good 
or our evil dispositions. We have all, 
even the least among us, something to 
manage for ourselves — some stock of 
which we are to make the most. But 
after our stock, or " the portion that fall- 
eth to" us, has been put into our hands, 
it remains in our own choice how far we 
will submit the disposal of it to the com* 
mands and recommendation of a Heavenly 
Father ; how far we will stUl, though 
entrusted with the conduct of our own 
affairs, continue in our Father's house; 
or how far we choose to wander ** into 
a far country," remove ourselves from 
His superintending care, cease to consult 
His wishes, and employ our time, our 
talents, our fortune, and whatever else is 
entrusted to us, according to the ^'devices 
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and desires ef our own h^art," and not in 
obedience to His commands and fatherly 
wishes. 

Henry. — How you bring out new mean- 
ings. Mamma! things which I should never 
have thought of, if you had not told me. 

Mrs. B, — yes, my love, you would, if 
you diligently ^plied yourself, as J. trust, 
when you are older, you will do, to the 
attentive study of the Bible. You will 
then find, what the Bible itself declares, 
that ^' all Scripture was written for our 
learning ;" * but you will also find, that, 
in order to derive the benefit of it, we 
must carefully study it, and search for its 
hidden meanings, with earnest prayer to 
God that. He will ^'open our understand- 
ings, that we may understand the Scrip- 
tures.^'t The Jews at Berea are com- 
mended by St. Luke, in the Acts of the 
Apostles, inasmuch as they searched the 
Scriptures daily ;" % and so;, if we mean 

* Collect lor the second Sunday in Advent. 
Rom. XT. 4. 
t lAil^e x^y. 45. % Acts xvii. 11, 
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to derive fhe proper benefit from them, 
must we also; and, for our comfort, we 
may be sure of this, that the more we 
search, the more we shall obtain. But to 
go on with our parable, which will take 
US, I fear, a longer time than we can 
spare to it to-day. After leaving his fa- 
ther's house, what did this foolish young 
man do ? Do you remember, Henry ? 

Henry. — ^Yes, Mamma; he spent all 
that he had, and came to great distress. 

Mrs. B. — But how did he spend it? 
Was it by misfortune in his business that 
he became poor, or by his own fault? 
What does the parable say that he did ? 

Henry. — ^He spent it in riotous living. 

Mrs. B. — He seems, my love^ to have 
got among idle and wicked people, with 
whom he forgot the order and regularity 
of his father's household, and the precepts 
of virtue and of religion which he had 
learnt there; to have followed a life of 
extravagance, and what is very falsely 
called pleasure^ thinking of nothing but 
the amusement of the moment, till he 
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found that he had spent all his money, 
and that in a time of general distress, 
he was in absolute want and famine* 
And so will it be with us also, if we with- 
draw ourselves from the protection of 
our Almighty Father; if we cease to 
pray for His assistance, to rely upon 
His guidance; left to our own wisdom 
and strength, we shall soon fall into 
teniptation and into vice ; for of this be 
sure, that there is no virtue firm and 
lasting, which is not founded on religion, 
which does not rest on the security of 
our Father's house. If we abandon Him, 
He will also abandon us, and we shall 
be lost; and when we '' have spept all," 
when we have indulged in the vanities, 
and follies, and sinfulness of our own 
hearts, and when trials and sorrows x^ome, 
we, like the poor young man in the 
parable, shall begin to find, " that we 
are indeed in want." 

Mary. — But, Mamma, could none of 
his friends have helped him, when he was 
in such distress? 
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Mrs. B. — My dear Mary, the friend- 
ship of i^cfa companions as he had chosen 
was not to be depended on ; tbey had 
shared With him his follies, and his crimes ; 
but they had no real regard for Urn, no 
care for his distress. His first, his best, 
his surest friend he had himself forsaken ; 
he had gone out into " a far country" 
from him ; and he found, as we also shall 
find, if v)e desert our best and surest, 
our heavenly Friend, that df all those 
things, whidh we have chosen and loved, 
there is none which can give us support 
in difficulties, comfort in sorrow, or as- 
sistance in our extremest need. 

Henry. — 60 on. Mamma, if you please. 
What does it mean by his going out to 
feed swine ? 

Mrs. JB.— I am not aware, my dear, 
that there is any peculiar fi^rative 
meaning in this: it is used generally to 
denote the extreme want in which he 
now was ; that he was obliged to engage 
in the poorest^ and most degrading occu- 
pations, and that even by his labour in 
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theBe, he i^as unable to satisfy his ne- 
cessitii^S^ " dtid no man gave unto Him/' 
H^fre; ^wsy frdm all his natural friends 
sffid proteetors, he met with no pity, no 
assistmioe; those who saw him were 
strangers, and cai'ed not for him, or they 
bad known the extravagance and folly 
of his former life, and thought him justly 
punidied foi' his faults. In this distress, 
how nattural it was that his thoughts 
should turn homewards! to his father 
whom he had left, to whom he had be- 
bared so undutifuliy, but who, he was 
assured, still loved him ; to all the com- 
fbrts, all the happiness, whieh by his own 
fault he had lost, and to which he Icmged, 
but did not know how to return ! 

Mary. — I think. Mamma, it was very 
weU for him, as it turned out, that that 
famine came, and reduced him to such 
distress, or perhaps he never would have 
thought of returning home. 

Mrs. B. — Indeed it was, my dear girl, 
and so does Grod often, in His wonderixil 

t 
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dispensations of mercy and providence* 
make the very evils and afflictions which 
our sins have brought upon us, the means 
of turning our hearts again to Him, and 
making us wish to return to our Father's 
house. " It is good for me," says David 
in the Psahns, '' that I have been in 
trouble, that I may learn Thy statutes."* 
And again, in the same Psalm, ** Before 
I was troubled, I went wrong; but now 
have I kept Thy word."t Thus does 
Grod perpetually work good out of evil, 
good to mankind even out of the evil 
they have brought upon themselves. 
Thus, as you observed, Mary, it was 
indeed good for the prodigal son, that 
affliction came upon him; and now see 
what was his conduct. The Scripture 
says, " And when he came to himself.'* 
Now what do you understand by this, 
Mary? 
Mary, — I suppose, Mamma, when he 

* Psalm cxix. 71. f Psalm cxix. 67. 
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came to consider how foolish he had been, 
and how he had brought all his distress 
upon himself. 

Mrs. B, — ^Yes ; he is supposed to have 
been all this time so blinded by his own 
impetuous passions, as to be unable to ex- 
ercise the sound judgment which God 
had given him, but which he had per- 
verted; but when the mist fell from his 
eyes, when all the vanity of his pursuits 
was apparent to him, when he saw how 
little they had profited him, then he 
began seriously to ^* commune with his 
own heart"* — ^then " he came to himself;" 
and the first feelingps must have been bitter 
indeed, axid bitterly they are expressed. 
** How many hired servants of my father 
have bread enough and to spare, and I 
perish with hunger !" That kind father, 
that benevolent master, who will allow 
none to want who depend on him — him I 
have left and forsaken ; I, the son whom 
he loved, who might have enjoyed all 

* Psalm Ixxvii. 6. 
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the abundance and comforts of his house, 
and all the fulness of his love; I have 
left and forsaken him, and now ** I perish 
with hunger." 

Henry. — But, Mamma, I think there 
was no great merit, if he only repented 
when he found that he was in such dis- 
tress, and thought he could make him- 
self more comfortable by gcnng back to 
his father's house. 

Mrs. B. — Nor is it suj^osed, my deajr 
boy, that there is any merit in our re- 
pentance for our sins, and our retumin|^ 
to our Father, when we have forsaken 
him ; yet we are assured, that even such 
repentance as we can offer, will be ac- 
cepted ; that He sends our sufferings for 
the purpose of correcting us, and thait 
wh^i that correction has effected Hi^ 
purpose, of showing us our own folly 
and wickedness; of proving to ns how 
^luch more happy we should have been, 
if we had never left His protection. He 
will be satisfied with our acknowledgments 
of our faults, with our determination to 
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forsake them, with our prayers for par- 
don, and with our return to Him and 
His house. Still, my dear Henry, there 
is one circumstance which yon have not 
yet remarked; and that is the manner 
in which the son returns. Had he said, 
as you seem to think, ** I have brought 
myself to great distress ; I was much 
more comfortable at home; I was very 
foolish to come away ; and I will now go 
back" — had he argued thus, there would 
indeed not only have been no merit, but 
there would have been a great addi- 
tional sin committed : the son, so return- 
ing, would never have been received by 
his father, as we are told he -was. But 
what was his language? When the first 
bitterness of his remorse and sorrow was 
over, he began no doubt to think, ** I 
have, indeed, grievously offended my 
good, my kind father; I have despised 
his advice; I have left hk protection; 
but, whenever I have before offended 
him, how kindly has he reproved me! 
bow much love he has shown me even 

i2 
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in eorrection ! how much regret has h^ 
fdt for all my faults 1 bow aaxjous a 
wish that I shoiild augend ! Thoogli this^ 
my last fault, is the wqrst that I have 
ever comimtifced^ I will nojt 4^p^r: J 
know -that J .deserve, and that f. jiHIt^ to 
recejive punishment; but I think b^ wiU 
infiiot it with gentleness : I thi^k he wil} 
know all the feelings of my heart; he 
will know how truly I rejpent, }lo^ I 
desire to amewd : I watl, at all events, 
trust to bis love and his k9id9^ss, f^id 
whal^v^r puii^hmei^t be n^y tbh^ fi( 
to imfioae, I wil) cbeerfutty ^bpit f^, if 
be wiU again reoeiFie m^ 9» hi/s §o^ . ' I 
will ai:ise and go to my jfaitber, ^d will 
say unto biw, Fatbar^ I jb^ye skuiued 
agaiq^t heaven and bafbte thc^^ and ai^ 
|io nioTi^ worthy ito be ofdled tby SQ9 : 
make i«e as ope of tby hicad ^rvaiUs.' 
I do not ,pre|teiid jx> be re^T^ to the 
fiaiM ftoc9 m ^y fipmly> whii^b I had 
bafos^ { a^ A^lisUy* ap j^Ah ^^^ ^^ I 
bit i|i any siitufiftioii, .ev^ep jp ouse so. low 
as that of a mrfirmt 4o piy o^ fatb^; 



I sh9il 4»til) \^ imder Jbis protection; I 
shaH stil) see him; he will still gnaxd 
fne from committjng more errors^ and, 
perhaps, af|:er my dutiful conduct has 
proved to him ^d all, hQW truly I re- 
pent of my past life^ he may take ip^ 
again to his favour." This, my dear 
Henry, is the tone in which the repentant 
feelings of the prodigal are represented, 
though shortly, in the Bible, and by no 
means in the way in which it appeared 
to you. Do you see and understand 
this? 

Henry. — ^Yes, thank you. Mamma, 
I see very well now, and I am very glad 
I asked you that question. And now, 
will you go on. Mamma ? 

Mrs. B. — I think, my dears, as we have 
a good deal more to say about this para- 
ble« we had better put off the reception 
of the prodigal son by his father and his 
brother, till to-morrow. 

Mary. — Oh, Mamma, I am sure we 
are not the least tired, if you are no^ 
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Mrs. B, — I am glad to hear it, my 
dears, but our reading has already been 
longer than usual, and it would take us 
much too long to finish the parable. 
To-morrow, therefore, at our usual tirne^ 
we will, if you like it, begin again. 
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FIFTH DAY. 



PardUe of the Prodigal Son continued. 



Do yoiji remembw, mjdeoi childrQa, 
said Mrs, Pr, where we left off yester- 
day? 

Mary,- — ^Yes^ lyiwuaai quite well. You 
l^ad Jufit shown ^s, that the prodigal son 
was really sen^ for his &mlt, and that he 
came baek to his father with real re- 
pentance. But, Mamma, Hewy and J 
have beqa talking about it sinioe yester- 
day, and we wanted to a&k you how it 
was that his father ]^naw that ^e was 
really sorry ; for quite at first, before he 
had said any thing, he ran up 9^^ kissed 
him, and forgave him all. 

Mrs. B. — ^Yoi^ question, my 4ear 
Miury, shows that you have thoi^ght ^ut 
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what we have been^ reading, and tried 
to understand the moral of it ; I will try 
to explain this part of it to your satis- 
faction. You will always remember^ that 
the father, in the parable, is the type 
of (that is the figure by which to repre- 
sent) our Father which is in heayen. 
Recollecting this, we may explain the 
verse to which you refer, in two ways. 
We know that ** there is nothing hid" 
from our Father; that " there is not 
a thought in our hearts, but He knoweth 
it altogether;'' and we may be assured, 
that He, at least, can well judge of the 
sincerity and nature of the repentance, 
with which we come again to his house ; 
and there is no improbability in sup- 
posing, that by earthly means the father 
in the parable had become acquainted 
with the situation of his wandering son ; 
that, unknown to him, he had accounts 
of his conduct; had watched over his 
errors, and their consequences, and had 
suffered him to feel those consequences, 
with a view of recalling him to better 
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thoughts. But though this interpreta- 
tion is far from impossible^ I think I 
prefer considering him as an earthly 
father, not to have been acquainted with 
the whole of his son's conduct, nor with 
the strong feeling of his repentance. But 
this, remember, can never be the case 
with Him, to whom, in the language of 
our beautiful prayer, " all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid." 

Mary. — ^Well, Mamma, then was it 
not very, very ..... was it not too 
. « • . indulgent, to forgive him as he 
did at once ? 

Mrs. B. — His reception of him was 
kind and indulgent certainly ; but I do not 
remember the word forgiveness. 

Mary. — No, Mamma, not the word; 
but— 

Mrs. B. — Let us read the expressions. 
** His father saw him, and had com* 
passion on him, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him." He saw his son, 
whom he had last seen in health and 
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abundance^ and in comparative innocentce 
too, returning almost naked, sickly witb 
hanger and weariness, and all his evib 
brought on him by his own sioES. He 
saw his countenance sad and dejected, 
and his steps feeble; and he saw that 
in this state of misery and disgrace, it 
was still his wish to seek comfort in his 
father's house. He knew that there, at 
least, whatever might have been his mo- 
tive for returning, he would be safe from 
fresh temptation, and from fresh misery 
in consequence. Is. it wonderful, do you 
think, my children, that in such a case, 
all the affection of a father should re- 
turn, that he should " have compassion" 
upon any one, much more his own son, 
in so melancholy a situation, and that 
finding it was his own son, he should 
*' run, and fall on his neck, and kiss him," 
rejoicing, that however guilty, however 
wretched, he was in his own house 
again? 

Mary, — No, Mamma, I do not think 
that at all extraordinary. But does it 
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Bot mesa, then, that he quite forgave 



Mrs. B. — Bemember , my dear Mary, 
in examining, and implying the Scrip- 
tores, to be accurate in considering the 
very exprewions : for nothing is so likely 
to lead to mistakes in idetiSy as mistakes 
in words, more especially in the Sacred 
Writings* If, by your word " forgive- 
ness," which you see is not in the Bible, 
you mean that his father felt no angry^ 
no resentful feelings, as soon as he saw 
his offmding son again at home ; if you 
mean that his affection overcame him, 
and made him shed tears, from joy and 
compassion mixed, you are perhaps right 
ia your ideas; but this by no means im- 
f^sk such forgivMBsS' as should prevent 
bim from afterwards employing restraint, 
and even, tf necessary, punishment for 
past offences. No doubt, if the father 
hnd neen that his s<m returned, not sen- 
wklie of Us guilt; but ^y because he 
found, as Henry thought yesterday, that 
he had brought himself into a state of 

K 
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misery, from which he could relieve him- 
self by returning to the comforts of his 
father's house ; his father might have felt 
*' compassion for him/' might even have 
<« fallen on his neck, and kissed him /' 
but assuredly, he would afterwards have 
made him feel that he was not to be 
restored to the place which he formerly 
held. He would have dealt correction 
kindly as a father, but he would have 
dealt it, to convince his son of his mis* 
conduct, and would not again have taken 
him into favour, till he had found him 
truly penitent. But again, my loves, 
remember that this cannot be the case 
with a heavenly Father ; that He knows, 
even before the penitent returns to Hiiii# 
all his thoughts, and wishes^ and feel* 
ings ; that He receives indeed with affec- 
tion every son that returns %b Him, but 
only such as return to Him '' in spirit 
and in truth ;" * that is, in sincerity and 
from the bottom of their hearts. '* Let 

♦ John iv, 23. 
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the wicked/' says Isaiah, ** forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and He 
will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for He will abundantly pardon."* 
But now, Mary, let us go back a mo- 
ment; for in this meeting between the 
father and son, we have already passed 
over one circumstance, from which we 
may yet draw a point of comparison, 

Mary, — ^What can that be. Mamma? 
for I think we have gone over almost 
every word of the parable. 

Mrs. B, — ^Almost, but not quite ; and 
in this parable, perhaps more than any 
other, we should be careful not to miss a 
word. You may take my Bible, and read 
the verse out of it yourself. 

Mary. — '* And he arose, and came to 
his father. But when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and had com- 
passion on him, and" 

Mrs. B. — I see, my dear girl, that you 

* Isaiah Iv. 7. 
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do not at once oatdh the idea, which I 
iwifihed to poiot out to you ; and I am not 
surprised at it, for it requires dose atten- 
Hon, and the habit of reading the pa- 
I'ables, to make out their meaning. What 
4q you understand by his father seeing 
him, " while he was yet a great way off?** 

Mary. — I did not think particularly 
about it. Mamma, till you named it. But 
does it mean that he was waiting for him, 
.and saw hun coDoing? 

Mrs. B. — Not precisely, my dear, 
though our Father may be said indeed to 
jsee us when we are coming to Him, and 
%o wait for us with affectionate Iovb. Bui 
He does yet more; let us compaire the 
circumstances. The prodigal son has de- 
termined indeed upon returning home, he 
is upon his way ; but he is not yet arrived; 
he is yet " a great way off." His father, 
however, does not wait tiU he arrives— 
he goes out to meet him on his way, 
to comfort and support kirn, to lead him 
back to his own house, whither he is 
desirous of coming. And so, my love. 
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does God deal with us. When we have 
offended and sinned against Him, when 
we have weakened our good dispositions, 
and strengthened our bad ones, God 
looks eagerly for the first symptoms of 
amendment, for the first return of His 
Spirit in our hearts, for the first step we 
make towards our home, and towards 
Him. And when He sees the feeblest 
attempts at amendment, He condescends, 
*' while we are yet a great way off'' from 
Him, to meet us on our way, to have com- 
passion upon us, to support our steps, and 
to lead us onward to His blessed house. 

Henry. — Mamma, I do not quite un- 
derstand how you mean being far from 
God. 

Mrs. B. — Being near to God, and being 
far from Him, are terms used in Scripture 
constantly to signify being nearer or far- 
ther from the attainment of those dispo- 
sitions of the heart and mind, which are 
pleasing to Him, and which never can be 
obtained but by earnest prayer for His as- 
sistance, and by constantly bearing in our 

k2 
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m 

mmdH thf^ He sem and knows all our 
thoughts^ and that we are always in His 
preseiQce. '' Ajd unwise man doth not well 
consider this; and a fool doth not un- 
icberst^d if* An irrdigiaas map ac- 
custoiws himself not to think of the pre- 
4f€iaGe of God, hecanse His presence mmpjt 
be a subject of dread to }iini. He strives, 
wd'for his punishment h^ striyes success- 
fully^ to banisb God from his thoughts. 
Such a map is said to be far from God, 
and God wi^l be far f;c«^ him. But on 
the other hap4> to the humble penitent^ 
who seekjs to rietpiTi ^om his evil wpjs, 
and to coime to God ; that mercifnl God is 
ever ready to leif^ an ear. hong before 
he attains that disposition of mind whic^ 
he ought to liave, ** while he is yjet a 
great way off/' God draws nigh to 
him, fund " has compassion on him." 
Wk9i He requises is the earnest wUh 
ai^ pnd/^vopr to fipproach Him ; *^ Praw 
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He will drayr nigh to fO^"^ Ali4 
JA the Psalms it is said, ''The Lord is 
nigh unto all them that call upon Qim; 
yea, aU su^h as call ijipoi^ him faithjfully/'f 
It is necessary, however, that we should 
be sincere and earnest in our endeavouri^ 
fi^r Isaiah says, '* This people draw near 
me with their mouth, a^ wii^ ibmjt 
lips do honour me, but they have repnovevd 
their heart far from me." { To sucb fif 
these God holds out no promise tjbat H9 
will draw nigjb; on thp contrary^ ]9Le as- 
sures us, th^ '' p^e is not mcipl^/' § 
fuad will dipnl^jtl^s recei^/e nouje bijit thosu^ 
who really amd truly ^^.k J^vofi, Awl 
BOW, He^^, hayje J. m^ iplcar to you 
what is meant by bdgog far ftop^, or a^w 
to God? 

Jfenfy. — ^Xes, Mamn^^^ ^d ^ am yery 
npipeb 9li#894 to you for fnaJon^ me uu- 
4fprstaiMl it i|o w^. And now df/^ WP 
go back to the parable? 

jffr^. j^,— With p^easurp, niy de«f. I 

* Jraes ir. 8. f ^9MJm c^r. 18. 

I I^. J^. 13. ^ pal. yi. 7, 
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wish only that yon should interrupt me 
whenever there is any point of the compa-- 
rison (you will remember that is the mean- 
ing of a parable) which you do not un- 
derstand, and I will then try to explain 
it to you ; when I am sure that yon un- 
derstand it, I am always ready to go on. 
To come back then to the parable, I would 
wish you to observe the conduct of the 
prodigal son, upon being thus received by 
his father. His conduct hitherto has been 
too much a type of what we all are with 
regard to our Heavenly Father ; his con- 
duct here, is a type and example of what 
we should be. What did he say, Mary ? 

Mary. — Only what he had determined 
to say before. Mamma. 

Mrs. B. — ^Read it, my dear. 

Mary (reading.) — " Father, I have 
sinned against Heaven, and in thy nglit, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy 
son." 

Mrs. B. — ^Well, my love, it is very 
true, that these words are only those 
which he had determined before to use; 
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but is ikere, do yoa think, no inoral in- 
tended to be drawn from the very r^^ 
tition oi them? The words >7ere die 
sme, it is true, but what were ihe oir- 
cnmstances ? 

Mary. — Oh ! I think I see wk»t yoa 
mean, Mamma: you mean, tha|; what he 
promised to do when he was po<^, and 
miserable, he did, when he found that 
his father received him welL 

Mrs. B. — I do mefui that. If ary ; gud 
I am glad to see t^iat yon pip ^ readily 
catch the hidden meaning, *wheii yon be- 
gin to consider: and now fpr th^ moral, 
as applied to ourselyes. 

Mc^ry, — It means, Manima, does not 
it? that we should ke^ our good reso- 
lutions; that — ^but you can explain it so 
much better than I can, Mamma, though 
I tjiin^ I understand the sort of meaning. 

Mrs. B. — I think you have a very good 
g^ieral idea of it ; we will see what more 
we can make of it. The words, you re- 
member, are precisely the same ; that is, 
the disposition of the heart remained un- 
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changed : for ** out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh."* This 
shows that in the first place his repentance 
was sincere; that he did not determine 
before-hand to adopt this penitent and 
humble language^ as a means of soften- 
ing the anger of his father, but from a 
deep and thorough conviction that it was 
the language of truth ; that he had in- 
deed ''sinned against Heaven" and his 
father, and was " not worthy to be called 
his son;" and that he should be treated 
better than he deserved, were he even 
taken into the house, as a '' hired ser- 
vant." This is the first point in which 
we may take a lesson ; for^ as we all have 
sinned, we all have need of deep repent- 
ance ; and repentance, unless sincere, will 
be of no avail with an all-seeing Judge. 
But the second point which I wish to 
notice to you (and I do not expect you to 
find out these more distant meanings with- 
out having them noticed) is this, that we 

♦ Matt. xii. 34. 



\ 
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must not presume upon, the grace and 
long-suiferingofGod. It is true, that upon 
our first steps towards repentance and 
amendment of life, our Heavenly Father, 
** while we are yet a great way off," will 
** have compassion on us," and come to 
meet and aid us ; and of this we are 
assured by many texts of Scripture; but 
we, on our parts, should bear in mind the 
conduct of the prodigal son; we should 
not suffer the indulgence of our Father to 
take away from us the sense of our error ; 
we should be as ready to exclaim, " Fa- 
ther, I have sinned against Heaven, and 
in thy sight, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy son," even after we believe 
our repentance to be accepted, as we were 
in the first feelings of remorse and sorrow* 
Though He forgets our sins, ive never 
should. Nay, the greater are His mercies 
towards us, the more we should feel our 
own unworthiness of them ; the more wiL- 
ling should we be. if He demanded it. to 
prove our sincerity, by serving Him in the 
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krwest offices, as " hired servants." Can 
yoia understand this, my de^s? 

Mary. — ^Yes, Mamma ; and I see now 
why these words should be repeated 
again, which I am sure I never should 
have thought of. 

Mrs. JB.— Then, my love, observe again 
the conduct of the father. Before^ he 
saw his son returned, with whatever de- 
gree of repentance in his heart, at least 
determined to place himself under the 
cffire of his father for the future : he saw 
his wretched situation and sufferings; 
and, with the affection of a father, ** he 
had compassion on him, and ran, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him:'' but nour, 
when his humble expressions, and true 
contrition, proved that he was truly peni* 
tent for his past conduct, all is novo f of- 
ffhen, Mary. There are no reproaches; 
no punishment, no anger; the sinner's 
oonscience reproaches him sufficiently, and 
no kindness on his father's part can make 
him forget his own nnworthiness. KTawf, 
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then, the father feek that he is at liberty 
to say, ** Bring forth the best robe, and 
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet ; and bring hither 
the fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat, 
and be merry — ^for," he adds, ** this my 
son was dead, and is alive again : he was 
lost, and is found." The first part of this, 
you will understand, is in allusion to the 
eastern customs of washing the feet of 
strangers and furnishing them withclothes> 
and any thing of which they might stand 
in need, on their arriving after a journey ; 
and must be taken as meaning, generally, 
making the son welcome to all that the 
house afibrded, treating him as a distin- 
guished guest, and making a feast and 
a rejoicing to receive him. But what we 
have to attend to, is the reason given: 
** For this my son was dead, and is alive 
i^ain ; he was lost, and is found." Now 
it is quite clear that this was not spoken 
in a literal sense, as having been dead, or 
having been lost. 

L 
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Henry. — But he had been lost, Maniina, 
though he had not been dead. 

Mrs. B. — ^Yes, my dear, he had been 
lost; but it wafl not upon his ]being lite- 
rally found again, that these expressions 
were used. The proof that he was in- 
deed l^found in the better sense, that he 
was really alive again, was the humility 
of his repentance, and his sorrow for his 
past life. It was not till after this, that 
hb father declared him to be found, to 
be alive ; and in this way the Scriptures 
frequently use both these expressiona. 
^' I am not sent»" says our Saviour, ^' but 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." * 
** God," says St. Paul, in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, ** who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved U8» even 
when we were d^id in sins, hath quick- 
ened us" (that is, made us alive) ** toge* 
ther with Christ." f And tins is the 
sense in which we must take the parable. 

Matt. XV. 24. -f £phe8. u. 4, S. 
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when we apply it to ounelTes. It is over 
such a finding as this, over such a rising 
** from the death of sin unto a life of 
righteousness/' that there is ''joy in hea- 
ven :'' when we return unto our Father's 
house, forsake a course of life which must 
have led us in a few years to an everlast- 
ing death, and resolve '' to lead a new 
life, fdlowing the commandmentB of God» 
and walking from henceforth in His holy 
ways ;" * then, my children, we may he 
sure that our God, who is our Father, 
will receive us into His house, not as ser- 
vants, but as children ; and, as St Paul 
argues, '' if children, then heirs ; heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ ;''f heirs 
of that glorious and eternal lungdom, 
which He died to proicure for us ! Oh ! 
my dear children, from that Father's house 
may we study never to depart ; but if we 
do, may the pfeuable we have been reading 
teach us how td approach Him again, well 

* Commaoion Service. f Rom. viii. 17» 
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assured that those who do bo approach 
Him, He will not reject ! 

Mary, — Indeed, Mamma, we will both 
pray to the good God, never to let ns 
leave his house all our lives. 

Mrs. B. — ^I trust you will, my loves ; 
tfid while you do so, depend upon it, de> 
pend upon His promises, that he will hear 
and grant your prayers. But we have 
one part yet to consider of the parable — 
the conduct of the elder brother, who 
ixiused Henry's indignation so much. 
• Henry. — rWell, Mamma, but was it not 
very shameful to be angry, because his 
brother was come home, and his .father 
bad received him kindly. 

Mrs. B. — ^It is, indeed, melanchdy to 
think, my love, that there should be per- 
sons in existence, to whom the happiness 
of another, the goodness and bounty of 
God, should cause pain aqd gprief. The 
vice of Envy is indeed its own punish-^ 
ment; it is a perpetual torment to the 
unhappy person who is subject to it» 
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making his misery out of *all which might 
add to his happiness. But, while such 
a riee is to be found, as I fear it will be 
in all ages, it was necessary for our Sa-* 
viour to warn His disciples and followers 
against it ; and he could not perhaps haye 
put it in a light to show more strongly its 
odious nature, than by representing one 
brotiier as envious of the kindness diown 
to another by their common father, 

Jlfary.«**But I diould think, Mamma^ 
that was a case which could never 
happen. 

jS/r*. B. — I fear it may, my dear little 
girl, too often, eren in the literal sense«. 
But you must remember, that in the pa-- 
ruble, God, the common Father of all 
men, is intended by the father; and we 
and all mankind are brethren. In thi&. 
sense, how often are we guilty of the very 
sin which we so severely condemn in the- 
elder brother ! As often as we feel in* 
eHned to rejnne at our own situation^ tO' 
wi^ that<3rod had given us some advaii* 
tage, some convenience which we see 

l2 



114 C0NVBRSATI0N8 ON 

enjoyed by otiliers, so often, to a certain 
degree, are we guilty of this sin ; though 
it does not put on its worst form, unless 
we feel inclined to repine, not only that 
we have not, but that another has, that 
which we desire* Then we are g^ty to 
the full extent of the son in the parable ; 
then we in fact complain, ** Thou never 
gayest me a iid, that I might make merry 
with my friends ; but as soon as this thy 
son is come, thou hast killed for him the 
fatted cal/r But I ought to remind you, 
that this parable was spoken particularly 
to the Jews, a nation who had for -many 
ages considered themselves as God's pe- 
culiar people, and who despised all other 
nations, and avoided any communication 
with them* 

Henry, — But they had been God's peor 
pie, had they not? 

Mrs. B. — ^Yes, my dear ; and for that 
reason they are alluded to m the parable 
as the elder son. From this time, how- 
ever, all nations were to be placed upon 
an equality ; the Gentiles (that is, all the 
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re9t of the world) were to be brothers to 
the Jews, and partake of the mercy of 
the same Father ; and it was at once to 
shew them this, and to reprove them for 
iheir pride and contempt of the Grentiles, 
that our Sayiour probably introduced the 
last part of the parable ; though we may 
also well take it to ourselves as a moral 
lesson. I hope, however, my loves, that 
I need not warn yon against so detestable 
a vice as this of envy. I will, therefore,' 
rather make you remark, before we quit 
this parable, the kind and gentle reproof 
which the father give^ to his son. He. 
does not upbraid him with the greatness 
of his sin ; he leaves him to consider it on 
cooler reflection, and he contents himself 
with showing him how unreasonable was 
his dissatisfaction, and how great the bles- 
sings which he himself enjoyed. ** Son, 
thoti art ever with me, and all that I have 
is tUne." And so says our Father to 
those who truly and faithfully serve Him, 
who remain ever in His house: all His 
mercy, all His comforts, all His love, are 
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ever with them. '' He dwelleth in them, 
and they in Him."* Even here His 
Spirit is ever with them, and hereafter 
they shall dwell with Him for ever. But 
He sa]rs to them also, despise not those 
who appear less good, less religions than 
yourselves: above all, rejoice in every 
amendment that yon see in them ; rejoice 
when these your ** younger brothers *' 
come back to their Father^s h<nBe, sen- 
sible of their folly, and seeking again His 
protection. And believe me, my chil- 
dren, that when we so rejoice in the 
amendment of others; above all, when 
we contribute to it, if we can, we are 
doing that which God himself declares 
** it is meet" that we should do : that» 
when we ourselves repent and turn again 
to God, we g^ve joy to the angels that 
are in heaven : and when we lead a bro- 
ther to God and to virtue, those blessed 
angels themselves rejoice with us, sagringy 
that '' this our brother was dead, vssA m 

* 1 John iv. 10. 
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alive again; he was lost, and is found*'* 
And now, my loves, may this parable, and 
all other portions of the Holy Word of 
Grod, sink into your hearts, and there bring 
forth their blessed fruit in God's good 
season ! May He be with us, and teach 
us, and g^ide us to His house of everlast- 
ing happiness ! 

Mary. — ^Thank you, dear Mamma! I 
am quite sorry we have finished this 
parable, for I have liked it very much. 

Henry. — ^And so have I, Mamma. I 
hope you have got some more for us. 

Mrs. B. — Oh ! yes, my loves, I have 
several more, which I can read you ; and 
I am glad to see that you are not tired,, 
and that you se^n to understand so much 
of what I read. I will select another 
parable for you by to«morrow. 
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SIXTH DAY. 



Parabh of the Two Servants, 



Matt, xvtii. 23. 



" You will haye seen, my dears," «dd 
Mrs. B., when her children eatne the 
following day, with the request that she 
would fead them another parable, ** that 
those which we haye hitherto read, relate 
almost exclusively to onr duty towards 
God. That which I have taken for this 
evening's reading, prescribes to us one 
principal part of our duty to our neigh- 
bour." 

Mary. — Did not you tell me the other 
day. Mamma, that doing our duty to our 



THE PARABLES. 119 

neighbours was a part of our duty to 
God; 

Mrs, B. — I did, my dear Mary ; for all 
duty is duty to God» inasmuch as it is in 
obedience to His commands ; and as the 
motire of all our actions ought to be love 
for Him, and a desire to please Him. 
But by our duty to God, in an especial 
manner, is meant what is called by Jesus 
Christ *' the first and great command-* 
ment," * and in the words of our Church 
Catechism, '' to believe in Him, to fear 
Him, and to love Him with all our heart, 
with all our mind, with all our soul, and 
with all our strength : to worship Him, 
to give Him thanks, to put our whole 
trust in Him, to call upon Him, to honour 
Hit holy name and His word; and to 
serve Him truly all the days of our lives." 
I oi^ht perhaps rather to have told you» 
that the parables which we have hitherto 
read, treat more particularly of the con- 
duct of God towards man, in the govern* 

* Matt xxii. 38. 
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ment of the world, and of the sendmente 
towards Him which His conduct should 
inspire in us. That which I am now 
going to read, relates more immediately 
to the conduct which we ought to adopt 
one towards another — to the duty of man 
to man. For instance, to take our last pa- 
rable, upon which we spent so much time, 
tell me, Mary, what were the great truths 
which were intended to be impressed ? 

Mary. — ^The father. Mamma, was meant 
to represent Grod, and the parable was to 
show the goodness of God in forgiving all 
our faults, and the way in which we ought 
to be sorry for them, and to ask for His 
forgiveness. 

Mr9. B. — ^We shall now begin to follow 
this up, that is, to reason upon it, and to 
form a conclusion from it. From the con- 
duct of Ood to us, we must learn what 
ought to be the conduct of man to man. 

Henry. — But, Mamma, how can we put 
man into the place of God? How can we 
compare the two cases ? 

Mrs. B. — It is very true, my dear 
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Henry, that we cannot; but if God^who 
is all-perfect Himself, is so kind and for- 
giving to ns, and yet condescends to com- 
pare the two cases, there is surely much 
more reason why we, imperfect as we are, 
should ishow a similar indulgence, and 
similar kindness, towards those who stand 
in need of our forgiveness. And this is 
the first branch of our duty to our neigh- 
bour, or, in other words, of charity. 

Henry. — ^I thought. Mamma, that cha- 
rity meant giving money and clothes, and 
food, to poor people, who could not buy 
them for themselves. 

Mrs. B. — ^That, my dear Henry, is in- 
deed one branch of charity ; but it is a 
very small portion of what is intended by 
the Christian virtue of charity. When you 
are older, and more able to understand 
the whole meaning of this first of virtues, 
you will find, in one of St. Paul's Epistles, 
a full enumeration of all its g^ood qualities; 
but it is quite sufficient for our purpose 
to take these two plain instructions — ^the 
one, *' As ye would that men should do to 

M 
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you, do ye also to them likewise ;** * and 
the other, '* Thof shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself." *' This," says Jesus, 
after naming, as I told you before, the 
first and great commandment, ** is the 
second* and like unto it'^f *' Love," 
says St. Paul, " is the fulfilling of the 
law :" % and, in short, the Christian Re- 
ligion, or our duty to God, and our duty 
to map, are ccwposed of these alone^ 
love to Grod, and lore to man. If we 
act towards God as if we loved Him, we 
shall obey Him, we shall serve Him, we 
shall be anxious to please Him. Xf we 
act towards men as if we loved them, we 
shall be kind, indulgent, forgiving, oblig- 
ing, careful not to offend, and not to be 
offended: in a word, (for we cannot go 
farther,) to do to all men, as we woidd 
wish that they should do to us. 

JMIary.— I think, Mamma, that rule is 
^so plain, that it cannot be very difficult ; 

• Luke vi. 31. f Matt. xxii. 38, 39. 

X Kom. xiii. lo. 
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because we all know what we should wish 
that people should do to ns ; but I do not 
see how we can loTe our neighbour as 
ourselves. 

Mrs. B. — ^The two expressions, my dear 
girl, come nearly to the same meaning ; 
and though you think the rule so plain, 
that it cannot be difficult, I am afraid that 
yon will find that there is no one person 
who acts really and completely up to it. It 
is very true, as you say, that we all know 
what we should wish that others should 
do to lis, if we give ourselves time ho- 
nestly to consider; but such is the per- 
verseness of our natui^ dispositions, with* 
out God's assistance, that we are too apt 
to indulge our selfish feelings, to judge of 
our neighbour's actions in a very different 
manner from that in which we judge of 
our own ; to follow our favourite pursuits, 
without thinking how they may affect 
others; or even if we do consider, to 
prefer our own immediate advantage or 
gratification, notwithstanding the injury 
or inconvenience which we may thus cause 
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than ** doing to others as we woald they 
should do unto us :'^ placing ourselves in 
the situation of others before we act, and 
considering, whether, if we loved our 
neighbour as we love ourselves, we should 
act so and so. This is the great Chris- 
tian doctrine, " If God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another,''* and to 
let our conduct towards all m^i prove 
what are our feelings, and our princi- 
ples. 

Mary. — Thank you, Manuna, I see 
now what it means, and that it is not so 
very easy. I did not understand it be- 
fore. And now, Manuna, may we come 
to our parable ? 

Mrs* B. — ^Yes, my love, as soon as you 
please. You will find the .application of 
it very easy, particularly after what we 
have been saying ; but it does not the less 
deserve our attention on account of its 
plainness. 

* Johuiv. 11. 
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" The kingdom of heaven," says our 
Saviour, *' is likened unto a certain 
king.- 

Mary. — I beg your pardon. Mamma, 
but how is the kingdom of heaven likened 
to a king ? 

Mrs. B. — ^I am glad yon have asked 
the question, my dear Mary. It is a 
common beginning of the parables ; " The 
kingdom of heaven is like ;" and it does 
not always mean, as it does not in this 
instance, that the kingdom of heaven, in 
our common acceptation of the expres- 
sion, is like this or that ; but in allusion 
to something which has gone before, 
Jesus introduces a parable to illustrate 
** the dealings of God towards mankind, 
with reference to their ultimate salva- 
tion;" and I think, wherever the expres- 
sion is used, you may take this as the 
explanation of it. In this sense it is not 
to be understood to be compared to the 
subject to which it is immediately said 
to be like; but you may transpose the 
whole sense in this way. Instead of 
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" the kingdom of heaven is like/* Sue., 
suppose the words, ** the dealings of God 
towards mankind with reference to their 
ultimate salvation, ** are such as are re- 
presented in the following story. Yon 
are then left to compare the persons and 
things one with another, as you find 
them to apply. In tiiis way you must 
take the present paraUe. 

*' The kingdom of heaven," then, " is 
Ukened unto a certain king, which would 
take account of his servants. And when 
he had begun to reckon, one was brought 
in unto him, which owed him ten thousand 
talents." 

Henry. — How much was a talent. 
Mamma? 

Mrs. B. — ^A talent of silver, my love, 
was equal to £187. 10s. of our money ; 
that is, the servant's debt was equal to 
£1,875,000* stealing. But h is sufficient 
for our purpose to -ktiow, ^t it amounted 
to a sum which the servant neither had, 
nor was Kkely tor liave the power of 
paying. The parable goes on, *• But for 
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as much as he had not to pay, his Lord 
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, 
and children, and all that he had, and 
payment to be made." 

Henry. — ^But, Mamma, how could he 
order the man to be sold? or his wife? 
or his children? or who would buy 
them ? 

Mrs. B. — My love, we ought to be 
very thankful, that in our country slavery 
is unknown ; that we cannot any of us 
be bought; and sold as slaves, at the 
pleasure of any master. But at the 
time in which our Saviour lived the prac- 
tice of slavery was universal ; and even 
now there are countries where men and 
women are bought and sold like horses 
or cattle : and where, if one person owes 
a debt to another, he will frequently sell 
one of his servants in order to pay it. 
In reading the Bible, we ought always 
to remember this, and to recollect, that 
the word servant, often means, not as 
with us, a person who stays in our ser- 
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viee as long as he pleases, and receives 
ytrages while he stays ; bat a person whom 
his master has bought, and with whom 
he may do what he pleases, without 
being called to account. And such in 
effect is our dqiendaitce upon Almighty 
GtNi. We axe His, not by our own 
voluntary service for money ; but by His 
creation and preservation of us for His 
own good purposes. Without Him, we 
should not have been at all; but, still 
more, without Him we should, after thia 
life, have no hope of being received into 
life everlasting. He has indeed bought 
us with a price ; and that price was the 
blood of His Son, our Saviour and Re- 
deemer, Jesus Christ. To Him, were it 
for this only, we owe far more than we 
can ever hope to pay; but, considering 
how every day, almost every hour, we do 
scmiething to displease Him, something 
to increase the enormous debt which we 
already owe, what should we do, were 
He to demand His strict rights, to come 
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to account with us^ His ** servants/' and 
to command, that ** payment should be 
made/' 

Maty. — ^We could do nothing. Mamma, 
but beg Him to foi^ye ua, and to assist 
us to do better for the future. 

Mrs. B* — ^And this» my love, is all that 
our merciful Master requires of us to do. 
** The servant/' says Jesus, " therefore 
fell down, and wonhipped him," (that is, 
earnestly entreated him,) ** saying. Lord, 
have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all/' 

Henry. — But he never could have paid 
him all that money, Mamma, so he was 
only making a sham promise. 

Mrs. B, — It is true, my dear Henry, 
it was not likely thai he ever should pay 
him any considerable part of the debt. 
But his Lord kindly considered, that the 
servant was willing to do all that he 
could; that he was sensible he was at 
his master's mercy ; that he had nothing 
else to rely on; and that, so far as he 
could, he was determined to devote all 
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hifl future earnings to paying off this one 
debt. But what does God do? What 
did the Lord do ? '' Then the Lord of 
that servant was moved with compassion, 
and loosed him, and forgave him the 
debt." 

Henry. — ^What, Mamma! let him off 
the whole of the million, and I don't 
know how many thousand pounds, and 
let him go on just as if he had owed 
nothing at all ? 

Mrs. B. — So says the parable. 

Henry. — But how very generous that 
was. Mamma ! Do not you think so ? 

Mrs. B. — It was certainly, my love, 
an act of generosity, which the servant 
could never repay ; for which the services 
of all his future life, and those of all his 
family, would not have been a sufficient 
recompence, even if he had been under 
no former obligation to serve his master. 
It saved him from being sold, perhaps to 
a harsh and cruel master, separated from 
his wife and children, and tormented by 
the thought, that his misconduct had 
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brought upon them the same hard fate 
as upon himself. And yet, my loves^ 
this, or worse than this, cannot be com- 
pared to the torments to come, from 
which the mercy of God alone can saye, 
and will save Ihose who ask Him. 

Mary. — I don't think. Mamma, I have 
very clear notions of everlasting punish- 
ment. 

Mrs. B. — ^We can none of us, my love, 
have in our present world clear notions 
of the awful secrets which shall be re- 
vealed. God, in mercy to us, has hidden 
from our eyes the knowledge of the pre- 
cise nature of the future sufferings of 
the wicked; yet. He has told enough to 
make us shrink from the idea with awe 
and horror. Shut out from the presence 
of God, in outer darkness, amidst weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, in everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil, and wicked and 
rebellions spirits, where ** the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched \** these 
are some of the expressions used con- 
cerning this awful subject in Scripture. 

N 
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Mary. — Oh ! Mamma* how very, very 
dreadful ! 

Mrs. B. — Dreadful indeed, my love! 
What earthly debt, what soffering for a 
few years here, can be compared with 
this ? What was the pun]3hment which 
the servant had incurred, ccHnpared to 
that from which the mercy of God de- 
livers us ? 

Henry ^ — Oh! but« Mamma, this is 
only for very, very wicked people, is 
it? 

JIfrs. B. — 'This, my love, is the punish* 
ment threat^ied to all wilful »n* idl dis* 
obedi^Btee to God's cfnunuids; uid <me 
should think, that such a punisfameiit 
d^iouneed, would of itself prev^it us 
from sinning; and yet, as Daiid says, 
'' Who can tell how oil he crfTendethr* 
Every day, every hour almost, we olfond 
our God in word, in diought, or in deed. 
But He knoweth our infirmities^ and 
instead of exacting the strict punish* 

* Psalm six. 12. 



ment of all oar sins. He accepts the atone- 
ment of His own Son» who died to save 
us; and our sincere repentance and prayer 
for forgiveness. 

Henry, — But, if we sin again, and 
again, will He forgive us every time? 

Mrs. B. — ^Yes, my love, every time, 
if we truly repent and are sorry, and 
endeavour to amend. His mercies " fail 
not;" but ** are new every morning."* 
He does not expect us to say, " Have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all;" for He knows that we are unable 
to do so. He requires us only to say, 
'' Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and in thy sight ;" and He in mercy will 
ever answer, ** Thy sins are forgiven thee, 
go in peace." t And what, my loves, 
should be oui return to God for such 
inestimable mercy? Should we not love 
Him, praise Him, be grateful to Him, 
and endeavour to serve Him, and obey 
His commandm^its better? Should we 

* Lam. iii. S2, 23. f Luke vii. 48—50. 
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not endeavour to repay, at least, a small 
part of what we owe ? 

Mary, — But how can we repay any 
thing, Mamma? 

Mrs. B, — God indeed, my love, does 
not stand in need of our service, still less 
of our forgiveness. But now comes the 
gpreat Christian doctrme. God will ac- 
cept, in return for His forgiveness of us, 
our forgiveness of each other. Christ 
desires us to pray to God, ** to forgave 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors* 
*' For," says He, " if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you ; but if you forgfive 
not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses.*^ 
We vdll examine this great truth with 
the paiable. Immediately after the ser- 
vant left his forgiving master, ** he went 
out, and found one of his fellow-servants, 
which owed him an hundred pence : and 
he laid hands on him, and took him by 

♦ Matt. I'u 12, 14, t5. 
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the throaty sayings pay me that thou 
owest And his fellow-servant fell down 
at his feety and besought him, saying, 
* Have patience with me, and I will pay 
thee all/ And he would not, but went, 
and cast him into prison, till he should 
pay the debt." 

Henry. — Oh ! what a shame. Mamma ! 
Wh^i he had just been excused so much 
himself, to be so cruel! He ought to 
have been so glad and so happy, that 
he would not have cared whether he was 
paid or not. 

Mrs. B. — ^He ought to have been so 
gratefully happy, as in remembrance of 
the goodness of his master towards him 
to have felt rejoked at having an oppor* 
tonity of showing the same to his fellow- 
servant. 

Mary. — ^And so little as he owed him 
too. Mamma ! only a hundred pence, 
when he had been excused so many thou- 
sand pounds ! 

Mrs. B. — It was certaihly quite mex- 
cusatde, my love, and I am glad you see 

n2 
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it in its proper light. So it appeared 
also to his fellow-servants. '' For/' says 
the parable, '* when they saw what was 
done, they were very sorry, and came and 
told nnto their Lord all that was done.^' 
Now» without throwing any blame npon 
the other servants, whose conduct was 
very natural, we may draw this lesson, 
at least, from this part of the parable ; 
that while the servant himself acted in 
this cruel and hard-hearted manner, all 
his fellow-servants were ready to see how 
wicked his conduct was. The injustice 
of another struck them forcibly ; had it 
been their own, would it have done so 
equally? Are we not all more sensiMe 
•f the faults of others than of our own ? 
Are we not more ready to condemn them, 
than ourselves? Against this fault, we 
should pray, and exert ourselves, and 
endeavour to consider strictly our own 
offences, and more indulgently those of 
others. 

Mary. — ^But^ Mamma, this was very 
wicked in the servant: and were not 
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the other servants right to tell their 
Master? 

Mrs. jB. — ^It certainly w€» very wicked, 
my dear Mary, and I do not say, that 
the servants might not have acted from 
a strcmg sense of justice. I only wish 
to impress upon yonr minds, that we 
should be equally just, and not more in- 
dulgent to our own sins; but tell them 
to our great Master, as readily, nay, more 
so, than we would those of others. But, 
as you said before, the servant's conduct 
was most disgraceful; the debt to him 
bore no comparison to that which he had 
been forgiven ; even if it had been paid 
to him, it would have belonged to hiff 
master, and would have served to pay a 
portion of the debt to him, so small a» 
not to be worth mentioning. Yet he 
would listen to no excuse. His fellow- 
servant, by constant industry, might easily 
have repaid his debt. If his creditor had 
had patience with him, he might have 
paid him all. But the first servant, who 
owed his master, had no such hope. The^ 
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request was put in both cases in the same 
words : in the first, it could not have been 
fulfilled : in the second, it might : yet in 
the first, it was accepted ; in the second, 
it was harshly and cruelly refused* 

Henry. — ^Yes, Mamma, and I should 
hope the master punished him well: I 
should not care what happened to. him. 

Mrs. B. — ^Take care, my dear Henry, 
what you say. Your opinion of his con- 
duct may be quite right ; but beware o€ 
being too hasty, or too severe in your 
judgment. But you shall hear what the 
master himself says. ''Then his Lord, 
after that he had caHed him, said unto 
him, O ! thou wicked servant, I forgave 
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst 
me: shouldest not thou also have had com* 
passion on thy fellow^servant, even as I 
had pity on thee ? And his Lord was wroth, 
and delivered him to the tormentors, till 
he should pay all that was due unto him." 

Henry. — Well, Mamma, and he was 
quite right; that is just what he should 
have done. 
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Mrs. B. — He was no doubt quite rights 
my love, for it was God who did it : and» 
according to all our notu>ns> His justice 
was as conspicuous as the conduct of the 
servant was unpardonable. But what a 
lesson does it gire to us! Who can 
offend against us» so as to compare with 
our offences against God ? If we receive 
an injury, or what we call a just cause 
for anger, from any one, we think we 
may fairly indulge our resentment; and 
were Grod to deal so with us, oh! what 
would become ofu»t Immediately before 
this parable was given, Peter, one of the 
Apostles, who, like the rest, was a Jew,, 
and interpreted every commandment of 
Grod strictly, and according to the letter,, 
came to Jesus, and said, ^' Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? until seven times? Jesus 
saith unto him, I say not unto thee, until 
seven times, but until seventy times 
seven,"* (that is to say, to an infinite 

• Malt xviii. 21, 22. 
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number of times.) He thai relates this 
parable. 

Mary. — ^Then, Marama^ are we to for- 
give the same people oyer and over, and 
over again? 

Mrs. B. — Does not God, my love, for- 
give us over and over, and over again? 
And to an infinitely greater extent than 
we can ever have it in our power to for- 
give others? And would not our own 
consciences condemn us, did we not for- 
give to the uttermost ? We noticed, just 
now, the command given us by our Sa- 
viour to pray that our Heavenly Father 
will forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
give them that trespass against us. And 
can we expect that we shall be foi^ven 
the ** ten thousand talents" which we owe 
to God, if we refuse to forgive the '' hun- 
dred pence" which our poor fellow-crea- 
tures may happen to owe us? But we 
are not left to conjecture for ourselves 
upon this subject, for Jesus Himself 
closes His parable with these words : 
" So likewise shall my Heavenly Father 



THB PARABLES, 143 

do also unto you^ if ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother his tres- 
passes/' Consider too, my dear children, 
what are ^* the tormentors" to which we 
should be delivered, were God to insist 
on any part of His payment; consider 
how unspeakable is the difference be- 
tween what we owe Him, and what any 
of us owe to each other ; and we shall 
feel how grateful we ought to be for for* 
g^veness upon such easy conditions* 

Henry. — But are we quite sure, Mam- 
ma, that God will forgive us, if we forgive 
others? 

Mrs. B* — Yes, my love, we have his 
word, iHrhich never faileth, to assure us 
that He will, if we from our hearts for- 
give each other. Nothing can be plainer 
than His declarations on this point : ** Be 
ye therefore merdful^ as your Father also 
is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not 
be judged : condemn not, and ye shall not 
be condemned : forgive, and ye shall i» 
forgiven: for with the same measure that 
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ye mete withal, it shall be measui^ to 
jovL again." * 

This, my love, is one of the great 
branches of Christian charity — ^mutual 
forgiveness, as God for Jesus Christ's 
sake forgives us. Several of the others 
are alluded to and recommended by other 
parables, with which we will go on an- 
•other day. For the present we have had 
-enough. Indeed, I think our readings 
grow longer and longer every day* 

Mary. — I am sure. Mamma, I like 
4hem better and better every day. I 
hope you have a great many more para* 
Ues ready. 

Henry. — And, Mamma, what is the 
name of the one for to-mcmrow ? and what 
is it about? 

Mrs. B. — ^To-morrow, my dear Hemy, 
we shall take a branch of charity more 
nearly approaching to your first noticm. 
The parable is called " The Good Sama- 
ritan." 

* Luke vi. 36, 37, 38. 
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Henry. — ^Well, Mamma^ and what is 
it about? 

Mrs. B.-r-Ho, no, Mr. Henry, I must 
not be cheated into beginning to-day; 
you must have patience till to-morrow, 
if you please, before you hear about the 
good Samaritan. 
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SETENTH 



The Good Samaritan. 



Luke z« 29. 



'' Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self/' said Mrs. B.» was, you remember, 
the second great cenmiandment ; second 
only to that of ^* loving God with all our 
hearty and with all our soul, and with all 
our strength, and with all our mind;"'* 
and I think you have not forgotten what 
I told you was meant by this love of our 
neighbour. 

Mary. — No, Mamma ; you told us that 
it was the same as Christian charity, and 

* Luke X. 27. 
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that one part of charity was to forgive 
one another ; and that you would tell us 
another part of it to-day, in the story of 
the good Samaritan. 

Mrs. B. — ^Very well, Mary. — ^Our Sa- 
viour, then, was in conversation with a 
Jewish lawyer upon this subject ; and he,' 
" willing," as the Bible says, " to justify 
hiinselP — that is, willing to make out 
that tire duty was very limited, and that 
he should do qi^ite enough if he behaved 
kindly to those who were literally his 
*' neighbours," his friends, or relations — 
sMd unto Jesus, ** And who is my neigh- 
bour r 

Jesus made him no immediate answer, 
but began a parable, at the end of which 
the lawyer might be able to answer his 
question himself^ 

" A certain man," said He, " went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. And by chance 
thei^ came down a certain priest that 
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way; and when he saw him, he passed 
by on the other side." 

Henry.' — ^What! without helping him» 
or doing any thing for him, when he saw 
him lying in the road half dead 1 

Mary. — ^And a priest too. Mamma! 
does not that make it worse ? 

Mrs. ^.T-It makes his conduct cer- 
tainly less excusable, because, being one 
of those who serv^ Gtxl in the temple, 
be ought to have known that €rod ** will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice ;" * that is, 
that God prefers the fulfilment of the 
gpreat law of human kindness, to the most 
punctual obedience paid to the ritual law 
of Moses. 

Henry. — ^What do you mean by the 
ritual law of Moses, Mamma I 

Mrs. £.-— It is too long a question for 
us to enter into fully at this time ; when 
you are older, it vrill be well worth your 
studying at large. But, in a few words, 
I will try to give you a general idea of it, 

» Matt. ix. 13. 
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thongb it will r&ther intermpt the pr6^ 
gress of our parables. 

When God had singled out Abraham 
firoin all the earthy to be thefather of a great 
nation, which should preserve the worship 
of the tme God, He appointed certain 
femks and ceremonies^ which should repre- 
sent and be types of spiritual blessings af- 
terwards to be bestowed. For example, th^ 
sacrifioe of Isaac, the proof of Abraham's 
faith, was a type, or representation, of the 
sacrifice of God's own Son, whk^h in time 
was to take place as ati atonement for the 
sins of all the world. Peculiar rites wer^ 
then and afterwards, especially under 
Moses, ordained, wfaioh for the tim^ 
served to kec^ the Jews a distinct pe€>ple 
Irom all the nations of the earthy but 
which also represented heavenly and spi* 
rittial blessings, which should ki tlm^s t6 
eome be revealed, not only to the J^Wf , 
Jbut to all tiie wbrM. The most rnaikutB 
directions wmre given by QoA hin»elf feir 
the siM^ice of the tetople, and Ihe obser- 
vance of certain feasts, most, if not all 

o2 
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of which, though itpparently inwgpiificant, 
were, I doubt not, intended to represent 
some spiritual object, and thus serve as 
a perpetual memorial of God's everksting 
proyidenoe. The observance of these 
ceremonies, or rites, constituted what is 
called the ritual law <^ Moses; and as 
Moses himself, the great law^ver of 
the Old Testament, was the type of our 
blessed Saviour Jesus Christ, the gpreat 
Lawgiver of the New, so the ritual law, 
and the ceremonies of the first religion, 
were intended as types of the moral and 
spiritual law, introduced by the New 
Testament, the Christian dispensation. 
I do not know whether you will under- 
stand me. when I say, that in some de- 
gree, the old religion was a perpetual 
parable ; a succession of visible and out- 
ward objects, which ail had some farther 
meaning, and were at last explained when 
Jesus Christ came into the world to fulfil, 
as He said, the law and the prophets. 

Mary. — I don't think I do quite un- 
derstand this, Mamma. 
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Mrs. B. — Perhaps an example will 

make it more clear. We have already 

mentioned the sacrifice of Isaac, as a type, 

or representation of the sacrifice of the 

Son of God. Yoii understand this 1 

Mary. — ^Yes, Mamma. 

Mrs. B. — ^You remember, also, that 
when the children of Israel were taken 
under God's especial protection, " out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage,"* they were commanded, 
in celebration of God's mercy to them 
in passing oyer their houses, when He 
slew the first-bom of the Egyptians, to 
kill a lamb every year on a particular 
day, and keep the feast of the Passover. 

Mary. — ^Yes, Mamma, but this was 
to celebrate s<»uething which was past. 

Mrs. JB.— Not altogether, my dear, nor 
«ven chiefly. It was to be a type of some« 
.thing which was tp come, it was to pre- 
figure, or represent beforehand, the slay- 
ing of Jesus Christ, ^^ the Lamb of God,'' 

* £xod. XX, 2. 
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" Our PaaBorer/' as He is odled, and 
tke mercy of God upon those for whom 
His blood was shed, and who ihonkfuUy 
acknowledged and received it. It was 
for this reason, that tibis and several oth«r 
observances commanded by Moses, were 
kept up, to prefigure that wliich was 
of more importance, the final accomplish- 
m^it of their heavenly meaning: and 
when you ore able to study and under- 
stand this part of the Old Testament, you 
will be astonished at the wonderful num- 
ber of these types, and their close resem- 
blance to their final objects. 
Mary. — Can you tell us any more of 

Mrs. JB.-^I could tell you many more, 
my love, but it would take us too far away 
from our present subject. What I Want 
you to understand is, that Hie Itfw, as 
prescribed 1^ .Moses, was only, as St. 
Paul says, '' a shadow of good things to 
come,"* ted that things cOmmaiided in 

♦ H«b. X. 1. 
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it, seemingly quite indifferent, were really 
of consequence, as representing others of 
a spiritual nature. 

Mary. — ^Yes, Mamma, I understand 
that now a little better than I did. But 
did not the Jews understand all this too? 

Mrs. JB. — No, my love, the Jews were 
in general proud of being the chosen 
people of God, not reflecting that they 
were only His instruments for keeping 
alive His religion, and for proving the 
eternity of his providential dispensations ; 
they imagined that they alone possessed 
the favour of God, and that His service 
consisted wholly in an observance of (what 
I think you now understand) the ritual 
law of Moses J they avoided all intercourse 
with other nations, and thought that 
even by doing acts of kindness to them, 
they should pollute their own holiness, as 
the peculiar people of the God of Israel. 

Mary. — ^And was this the reason, Mam- 
ma, why the Priest went by, and took 
no notice of the poor man, who was lying 
wounded in the road ? 
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Mi^8* B.-^No, my love, he had not eveiif 
this excuse, for in all probability the 
man was himself a Jew, to ^hom this 
unsfortttne'happ^aed. He perhaps thought 
that the man was already dead, in which 
case it wonld hare d^led him to have 
tott<Aed him, ^at is to say, it would have 
been nec^sary for him, according to the 
law of Moses, to have perfoimed' certain 
ceremociies of purification, before he conld 
again havtd attended On the service of the* 
temple; or perhaps be was bent on bn-' 
siness, and it would have been inconfVe- 
tftent to him to be detained ; so that in- 
stead of « domg to" this poor wounded 
man, ** as he would have wished to have 
been done by," had he been in such a 
state, he contented himself with passing 
carelessly by on the other side. 

Henry. -^Wbki does it mean. Mamma, 
by passing by on the other side? 

Mrs. B. — It pitibably means, that he 
would not go dose past him, but went 
at some distafice, pretending not to see 
him ; thus adding to the sin of inhuma- 
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nity that of hyppcmy^ but thoiigli, had 
any other persons been nearj. they might 
have been taken in to suppose that he 
really did not see him, God isfaw the cruelty 
and the hypocrisy of the whole proceeding, 
for *' He knoweth the very se<^rets of the 
heart/' * and doubtless^ such conduct 
would not escape his anger ; for ** thy 
Father which seeth in secret, shall reward'' 
(and equally pppi^h) ** thioe opeoly." f 

Henry. — And i^as.tbis ppox; man left 
then in tiLe road to 4ie.? . 

Mrs. £.— The. niaxt. that, oame .tbaii 
way> was not a Pri^gt,, but he, waa. a 
Iieyite ; one. of tjiat..p^ci|liai| tribc^ from 
among w^om.,th^ pr^s^.W^]^ i^k^n* .mA 
n^hp wer^. all especially d#<tiPlite4 tP th^ 
serrice of Gq4? . " 4fl4 lik^wq the 
LpYite,^ when he wa* ^t the plfK^Qi came 
and looked 9n hi|n^ and pa^s^c^ by on. the 
other side." 

Henry* — ^What! the.Leyitetoo, MansH 
ma! a,nd looked ^t Ydxfi,,. ofA s^w how> 
much, be waaj hurt! , i 

• Psalm xliv. 21. tMalt.vi.6. 
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Mrs. B. — ^Yes, my dear boy ; it is a 
melancholy mstance of inattentidti, stnd 
want of feeling for the sufferings of others, 
which cannot be excused ; but more espe- 
cially among those who have been better 
taught and instructed, as the Priest and the 
Leyite had been ; or rather as they would 
have been, but for the literal interpreta- 
tion which they put upon their law, and 
their attention rather to outward things, 
than the inward law of the heart. But 
let us return to the poor wounded 
man. '* A certain Samaritan;*' says the 
parable, ''as he journeyed, came where 
he was; and when he saw him^ he had 
iM>mpassion on him, and went ix^ him, and 
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
wine ; and set him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. And on the morrow, when he de- 
parted, he took out two pence, and g^ve 
them to the host, and said. Take care 
of him; and> whatsoever thou spendest 
more, when I come again, I will repay 
thee." 
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Henry • — Two pence. Mamma! that 

was not a great deal of money to leave 

with him ! 
Mrs. J3. — ^The Bimian penny, my love, 

was a much larger sum than ours, and 
as the value of money was different then 
from what it is now, we must not judge 
of the amount left with the inn-keeper, 
from what it sounds to us. Perhaps also 
he might not be able at the time to spare 
much money ; but it is clear that there 
was no want of generosity, by his parting 
request, ** Take care of him, and what- 
soever thou spendest more, when I come 
agaiB I will repay thee." But is there 
nothing more in this story than the 
amount of the money given? 

Henry. — Oh, yes. Mamma, it was 
very kind of the Samaritan to take such 
care of the poor man, and attend to him : 
but only two pence sounded so odd, I 
could not help saying so. 

Mrs. B.—lt would have been very 
kind in any one, under any circumstances ; 
but let us.klQk to those of this cate, and 

p 
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see if these was any thipg remiurkable 
in theni, In the first place he was a 
Samaritan. 

Henry. — ^Who irere t&e SaiaaritaBs, 
Mamiria? 

Mrs. B. — ^They were the inhabitants 
of Samaria^ wh«se erifpn was partly Jew- 
ish, and partly heathen ; who worshipped 
the true €rod,. and acknowledged the 
autiKNTity a£ Ifoses^ but who ctid not 
oonfbrm ta the rites and eerenumies of the 
Jews» nor. come up to worship at Je- 
rusalem. For these reasons the Jews 
hated ttieai mqce than naftions' altogether 
imitlBBO* /'They had no dealings with 
thidf Samaritans."*' When they wished 
to reproach our Savionr bitterly, they 
told' him,. <^He was a Samaritan, and 
had a deTil-;^'t and Ihey considered it 
an abomination evea to speak to one of 
the^ik The Samaritan, therefore, if he 
had been disposed, to retam evil for evil, 
might have rigoiced in se^g one of his 
..'...• • • 

, • Jobniv^p. " t 'Jofhn Tia. 48. ' 
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emeaded m 96 wretdked a iitale ; at all 
events, he Buglit hare adted liprra th^ 
Jeirish maxim, of ** Love your fiKendft 
9md hate your enemies," He might hav^ 
** passed by on the other side/' and left him 
to die, as his own countrymen, the Priest 
and the Levite, had done. But this good 
Samaritan was worliiy of being a Chris- 
tian; for he held, and acted upon the 
principle of '* loying his enemies^ and dokxg 
^ood to (jhn^se th%t haled him." * He had 
•cotipassicm on him, and sedng his di^ 
ttcM^ did a& lie.ootdd to relkrve it. 

M4iry, — ^And had the poor wound*- 
ed man hated ihe Samaritans before, 
Masnma? 

Mrs. JB« — ^Ne douht he Wad despised 
and avoided th^n, in compliance with the 
ccmmcm hubits of his nation. 

Mary, — How asksmied he laiu^t have 
been afterwards, when he found who it 
was that had assisted him, and how hii^ 
own countrymen had left him to die ! 

Matt. y. 44. 
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Mrs* B, — ^We should- kope he was^ 
niy love, and more than adiamed; tiiat 
through Grod's grace he was able to 
^conquer his unworthy prejudices, and 
be more ready to receive the great truth, 
afterwards preached by the Apostles, that 
** God is no respecter of p^sons ; but 
in every nation, he that feareth Hifllt, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with Him."* 

But see if there is any other particular 
circumstance in the conduct of this Sa* 
maritan^ This happened, ^* as he jour- 
neyed,'* he was really upon business; 
we see he could not stay above one night 
at the inn ; he might have pleaded, that 
to stop and assist this poor wounded 
Jew would put him to great inconveni- 
ence ; that the Jew was in his own conn* 
try, among his immediate ** neighbours,'' 
who would, doubtless, take care of him ; 
while he himself was not only in a strange 
country, without friends or means of 

* Acts X. 84, 35. 
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doing goody but among those who scorned 
and hated both him and his nation. But 
of all this he thought not, he thought 
not of what a Jew, under snch circunn- 
stances, would have done to him, but of 
what he sh&uld have wished him to do, 
and he acted accordingly. And ** Verily 
he had his rewtml" in the sight of God, 
if not of man. 

Mary. — Mamma, yoti make me quite 
love this good Samaritan. 

Mrs. JJ. — I would wish you to lore 
his charaeter, so as to imitate it where 
you have the power* But we will just 
&iish the story, for you will remember, 
this was told by Jesus Christ to a Jewish 
lawyer. 

Henry. — I should like to know what 
he had to say for the Jews. 

Mms* J3.r-^e8us continued : '' Which 
now, of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbour unto him that feH among the 
thieves! And he said, He that shewed 

mercy on bim." 

p2 
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Henry. — Come, I am glad he owned 
that at least. 

Mrs. B. — ** Then said Jesus unto him^ 
Go and do thou likewise." 

And now, my loves, what does Jesus 
say to us? How are we to read and 
profit by this His Holy Word? Tell 
me, my dear Mary, what are the great 
lessons which we are to learn in this branch 
of Christian charity ? 

Mary. — ^That we are to consider all 
men as our neighbours, Mamma, and 
do good to them whenever we can. 

JIfr*. B.— Very weU. What next? 
. Mary. — I do not know. Mamma, un« 
less that we are not to mind whether th^ 
are our enemies or not. 

Mrs. B. — B%ht again; that is, we 
are not to consider whether they have 
injured or: wronged us, (for a Christian 
should have no enemies,) whether they 
are likely to be tmgrateful or grateful, 
whether they will ever have the medna 
of returning our kindness, or will re* 
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tarn it with injur; and insult: for we 
look for our " exceeding great reward" • 
from our Father in heaven. But stili 
more^ the Samaritan did this great kind- 
nem, at a time particularly inconvenient 
to himself: is there no lesson to be learnt 
from this? 

Mary, — ^Yes^ Mamma ; that we should 
not only do good when it gives us no trou- 
ble» but even when it is very disagreeable 
to us. 

Mrs. JB. — Disagreeable is not a word 
to be applied to doing good. But we 
a):e tau^t to do good to all men» at all 
times, under all circumstances^ even 
where it may require a sacrifice of our 
own wishes, inclinations, or time, or any 
thing else which we should have liked 
to have disposed of otherwise. One more 
lesson I will point out to you, from the 
conduct of the Priest. He passed on 
the .other side, pretending not to see 
^he woiinded man. Do you understand 

Gen. XV. i. 
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any tiling wiiioli may he drafwn ftoti» 
this? 

Mctry. — ^I do not tfaidk I do veiy par- 
ticalarly. 

Mr*. J9«-^Doe8 it not imply this, tliat 
GroA. Will not excuse ns if we look care- 
lessly upon^ or shut our eyes to the dis- 
tress of oth^? liiat raflier than pass 
by, or not enquire into a case which may 
come before us, we should go out of our 
way to enquire, to seek out, to learn where 
we can be useful ; where we can prove, 
by otir kindness to our distressed neigh- 
bours, our sense of God's infinite good* 
ness to ns. And this is a fault, my lores, 
which we are too apt to fail into, more 
especially the rich, and those who haTe 
no cares alid anxieties for their own sup* 
port and bodfly comforts. 

Mary. — ^I hope. Mamma, if even* we 
are rich, we shall remember this paraMe. 
and sdl that you have told ns about it« 

Mrs. B. — My love, you must recollect^ 
that it is not necessary to be rich, in 
order to shew in the sight of God a 
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kind and charitable spirit. He who well 
employed his five talents, attained the 
favonr of his master, equally with him 
who well employed his ten: the good 
disposition may equally be shewn with 
small means as with great. But whether 
you should be rich or poor, I trust you 
will remember and study, not only this 
parable, but all the Word of God, that 
it may dwell in your hearts and minds, 
and that by God's Holy Spirit assisting 
you, you may ** come behind in no good 
gift," but be " not hearers only, but doers 
of the word."* And that every holy 
precept and example may incite you, 
and Grod 'give you grace to ** g^ and do 
likewise." 

James i. 32. 



— >» 
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EIGHTH DAY. 



Parable of the rich Man and Lazarus. 



Li^e xvi. 19. 



Mrs. B. — Just before we jfinished yes- 
terday, vre were tafting of wliat were the 
dntiiesy eispeeially of tiie tiob, in fteekin^ ont^ 
rather than waiting to be told, and eren 
than listening carelessly to the afflictions 
of their fellow-creatures.. This will bring 
us to-day to another part of that extensive 
virtue of Christian charity, which goes 
most commonly by that name, that of re- 
lieving the bodily distresses of others. 

Henry, — You mean giving money to 
poor people, don't you, Mamma I 
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' Mrs. B. — I mean not giviiig money 
only, but food, ctotbing, medical assis- 
tenoe; and all ikoae comforts which the 
rich can always procure, but of which the 
poor often stand in need, and with which 
it is mofre especially the duty of the rich 
to furnish those who are in want. 

Henry, — ^Yes, Maimna, I believe I 
nieant all that, wh^ I said money — I 
meant what people call " giving> ohiirity.'' 
And now will you tell. us the pmhlei 

Mrs. JR. — Yes, my lote, but bi^fore I 
do so; I must tell you that it was spoken 
moM pai^nlarly to- the" Pbariisees; 
*< who,'^ thd Bvangelist says, ** were co- 
yMwiB, and derided Him," on account of 
His poverty and humility. But Jesus, 
desirous to shew them that all the ad- 
vantages of l^ls' world, on which they 
prided themselves, such as wealth, leam*- 
ing,'rank^ and all <*thatis highly esteemed 
attsong men,^' so fwctt^sm being impottont 
towards a man's eternal welfare, inerease ' 
bin pmiishment,'> mdf are^ tb His own 
iro«ds»^' atomination in the right df God," 
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if a man make not a right use of .tbtai; 
related to them the parable which we are 
now going to read, of the rich man and 
Lazarus. 

'' There was a certain rich man, which 
was clollied in purple, and fipe linen, aind 
fared sumptuously every day" . • • • • 

Hmiry. — ^Why does it say, " clothed 
in purple," Mamma? Was there any 
tiling particular in that? 

Mrs. B. — Purple, my dear Henry, was 
considered ampim; the ancients as the 
most beautiful and valuable colour: and 
the city of Tyre, which was at no very 
great distance from Jerussdem, was par^* 
ticularly celebrated, and owed a .great 
part of its wealth to the art of dyeing 
cloth of this colour. It was very expen- 
sive, and was the colour dlways Nrorn by 
emperors, kings, and great men> upon 
great occasions; so that in this flkce, it 
meass generally, very rich aad expensive 
clothes. 

Mary. — But, Ms^nuDBia, is th^re any 
harm in wearing fine dfithes» .and having; 
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great dinners, and a gi%at many people 
and servants, which is the meaning of 
faring sumptuously, is it not ? 

Mrs. B* — No, my love, no harm at all, 
provided that the heart is not allowed 
to attach itself too much to these luxuries 
and extravagances, and that we do not 
lay out thoughtlessly upon them the mo- 
ney which ought to be spent in better 
objects, in relieving distress, and assisting 
our nmghbaors. We shall soon see how 
the case stood with this rich man. The 
parable continues : 

" And th^e was a certain beggar, 
named Lazarus, which was laid at his 
gate, full of sores, and desiring to be 
fed with the crumbs which feU from the 
rich man's table ; moreover the dogs came 
and licked his sores. And it came to pass, 
that the beggar died" ..... 

Marjf» — ^What, Mamma, while he was 
laid at the g^te of thb rich man, who 
would not help him, or do any thing for 
him? 

^ Mrs. B. — It does not Sfi^y e^cpressly that^ 

Q 
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be died in that very spot, though such 
a cireumstanoo might well be eopposed 
to increase the gailt of tiiis rich man^ 
(for you will i>emember this is afi ima- 
ginary story,) but, at- all events, it 
is plain that the rich n^an gave him no 
assistaiice, and even* revised the bumble 
request which the poor Lazarus made 
to him. And. as y^ bave^ slopped to 
consider iSne case^ let us consider' it ftdly. 
The parabte says, " There was a certain 
beggar; named Lazsar^, laid at his gate, 
full of sores, and desiring tebo' fed with 
the crumbs which fell from the rich man's 
table : moreover, the dogs came mid licked 
his sores/' What a complication of cir- 
cumstances of distress and* wretchedness ! 
What misery on the oneiiand, and wiiat 
selfidi luxury on the other ! While the 
rich man was -feasting and rejoicing, ma- 
king a selfish ^xsi uncharitable aldose of 
the good things of this worid» which 'Gtod 
bad givm Wm, one^^his^ello^cr^fatures, 
one of his brethren, his equal in the sight 
of that God^ who * is no respecter of 
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pentons^*^ vms at his very door in -htinger 
and thirstr it akkn^ss and nakedness^ and 
making dp.humb^ a i^ue&t as " to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell froln the rich 
man's table." He ai^ed far nothm^ 
which vouM be a Saarifice to the other ; 
he b^g!^ only for the overflowings of 
that abundanc^e with which God had 
blessed •him, but which he had made a 
curse, and not a blessing ! And in this 
state Was Us teqiiest att^ded to? No. 
Food, assistaiAce, shelter, wer6 denied him, 
and he Was left in this pitiable state, at 
the rich man's gUte, enpolsed io anaoyanoe 
even from the very brutes : " the dogs 
came and licked his sores." 

Mary. — ^Poor man ! how he must have 
wished to die at once ! 

Mrs. B. — Death, my love, bad evi*- 
dc»tly, frbm what we hear afterwards, 
no terrors for him; it released him from 
his bodily sufferings^ imd y^t more, it took 
him to that heavenly kingdom, "where 
(to use the beautiful words of the Reve- 
lation) they which came out of great tri- 
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bulation, and have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb ;" (that is, who are sanctified and 
saved by the sacrifice of Jesns Christ, the 
Lamb of God ;) " are before the throne of 
Grod, and serve him day and night in his 
temple ; and He that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. They shall hun- 
ger no more, neither thirst any more; 
neither shall the sun light on them; nor 
any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midst of the throne shall feed them» 
and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters ; and God shall wipe away all 
tears from all eyes."* To this blessed 
state, to the presence of Grod himself, was 
the poor beggar taken — ^according to the 
parable, " the beggar died, and was car- 
ried by the angels into Abraham's bosom." 

Henry. — Why does it say Abraham's 
bosom. Mamma? 

Mrs. B. — Abraham, my love, was, as 
you know, the father of all the Jewish 

*Rev, vii. 14— ir. 



natioa, atnd wks, df eottti^e; regarded by 
them witk the highest veneration. H^ 
was alidly dud right^us tntEm/and k even 
termed, ^'flie frigid of God.*** The ex- 
prei^bn, '^4)^g <!iai^ried to Abraham^ 
bosom/' is of oourse figurative, and is 
taken ifrom tike tfnoient custom of lying 
down at meals, instead of sitting, as we 
do, so that the tiead of one {)e)rson came 
Bearly to the breast of another — ^^s St. 
John is described at the Last Supper of 
our Lord, as 'Meaning on Jesus' bosom.'^f 
This was of course a mark of intimacy 
and fiiendship, and in the present parable 
may be tsdeen to mean, that in Heaven, 
whither he wlis carried by the angels, he 
was admittM to the love and afiection of 
those holy and good inefa, who having 
fidfhfuUy served their tjord here, had 
" entered into His joy'* in another world. 
It is time to look now to the parable, 
and t<^ the case of the rich inan. He also, 
say* the "Bible, *Mied and was buried." 

* James ii. 23. f John xiii. 23. 

q2 
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And here for a moment. let ns stop, BaaA 
consider this awful change. A few days 
before, he was in the enjoyment (if his 
life could be enjoyment) of all that 
the world could give him — a splendid 
house, abundance of servants, wealth to 
gpratify all his fancies, richly clothed, 
sumptuously fed, with every luxury at his 
command; while poor Lazarus, at his 
gate, covered with sores, and pining with 
hunger and disease, vainly begged for the 
crumbs which fell from his table. — Now 
the same Lazarus *' hungers and thirsts 
no more" — "God has wiped away all 
tears from his eyes," and in His presence, 
with the holy and just men of all ages, 
now made perfect, he enjoys eternal and 
unmixed happiness. " The rich man died, 
and was buried;" perhaps a pompons 
funeral was the last mark of distinction 
between the bodies of these two men, 
which equally went to that dust of which 
both were alike formed. But what was 
the condition of their souls, their immor- 
tal part ? 
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■Henry, — I should be afraid. Mamma, 
that the rich man was not carried by the 
angels to Abraham's bosom. 

Mrs* B. — The parable does not leave 
BS in doubt : the awful continuation is — 
** And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in 
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom." 

How much of tremendous retribution, 
what circumstances of increased misery, 
are there in these few words. In hellt 
In that eternal punishment, '' where their 
worm shall not die, neither shall their fire 
be quenched :"* suffering excruciating tor- 
ments, and conscious that he had brought 
them upon himself — ^permitted to see the 
glories of heaven, and the happiness of 
the just, but to see them ** afar off^ — to 
know that he was for ever excluded froia 
joining them ; while he beheld exalted far 
above his own head, in the midst of that 
blessed company, the poor beggar, Laza- 
rus, whom he had spumed and despised 
in the self-sufficiency of his worldly pride* 

* Isa. Uri. 124. ; Mark ix. 44. 
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^ Mary. — I am qufte sorry for Um, 
Blaiinna, though he did deserve it : but 
how he must have repented now of h\n 
former conduct! How he must have 
wished he had used his money bettor ! 

Mrs. B. — My love, it is a dreadful 
thought, but I fear it is tme which is too 
clearly declared by Revelation for us to 
doubt, that in hell liiere is no hope, and 
BO repentance ! None of that ** repent- 
ance unto salvatimi" which '^sorroweth 
with a godly sorrowi^t The means of 
such repentance are among the number 
of those precious taleiits committed to us 
here, which, if now neglected, are for 
ever lost. In the ftiture world, our fote 
is fixed beyond the possiinHty of change ; 
the doom is gone forth, and repentance 
then can only be on idle repining over tiie 
past, extorted by the bitter fruit of hopio- 
less torments. But hear what the rich 
man's expresbions are — whether they 
point at any holy feding, or whether 
they are not such as I have described. 

♦ 2 Cor. vii. 8, 9k. 
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*'And he cried, and said. Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his 
finger in water, and cool my tongne, for I 
am tormented in this flame." 

Here, yon see, is nothing but a Cry 
of pain and anguish, and an entreaty that 
it may be lightened. 

Henry. — I think. Mamma, he had no 
right to expect that Lazarus would do 
any thing for him, considering how he 
had treated him while they were alive. 

Mr^. B, — He seems to have considered 
Lazarus as still in the same servile state 
in which he had formerly known him, and 
to have forgotten that the grave does 
away with all distinctions, except those of 
superior goodness and piety. But we 
may well imagine that it was an aggra* 
▼ation of his punishment, that he had now 
to solicit, that the same Lazarus, on whom 
he had refused to bestow so much as a 
morsel of bread, should be sent to give 
him even a moment's relief, even to " dip 
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the tip of his finger in water, and oool 
his tongue." 

Henry. — Well, Mamma, and what did 
Abraham say to him ? 

Mrs. B. — ^You shall hear. ^^ But Abra- 
ham said. Son, remember that thou in 
thy lifetime received thy good thingB, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things : but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
And beside all this, between us and you 
there is a great gulf fixed; so that they 
which would pass from hence to you can- 
not ; neither can they pass to us^ that 
would come from thence. 

Henry. — I idiould think that none of 
the people who were in heaven wOuM 
have any wish to pass over the gulf. 

Mrs. B. — Not certainly to change t^eir 
place of happinessf or that awful state (^eter- 
nal misery. But among those blessed spirits 
there might have been some willing even 
to expose themselves to those horrcMrs, to 
relieve and soften the sufferings of the 
unhappy beings, whom their own crimes 
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kad hn>ught there. Lazaras, fbrgtving 
the iU-treatment which he had received 
on earth, might have been willing, if al- 
lowed, to alleviate the misery of his former 
enemy. But this, God, who, though a 
God of mercy, is One of justice also, 
forbids. — And what a reflection is this, 
AsA our conduct here for a very few 
yean, must decide our future fate for all^ 
etomty ! For duration, which wb cannot 
conceive, but compared to which, all the 
ages'th^t this world has lasted since the 
creation, are but as a mngle moment! 

Mary* — I wanted to ask you one ques- 
tion. Mamma. You read just now that 
Abraham told the rich man that he had-^ 
bad his good things in this world, and 
laifsaras his evil things; and that there- 
fore Lazarus was* comforted, and he tor- 
mented. Surely it does not mean that 
all who have beesi happy here will be 
miserable afterwards, and all who have 
been miserable here will be happy there ? - 

Mrs. J?. — Most assuredly not, my'love : 
for that would be punishing or rewarding 
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men for that over which they had no con- 
trouly which would be eyideniiy unjust. 
It is not upon oar condition here, but 
upon the use we make of that condition^ 
that our future fate depends. It is true 
that the rich are exposed to many tempta- 
tions from which the poor are exempt — 
to. the ** cares, and the pleasures of this 
world, and the deceitfukiess of riches." 
It is even true that our Saviour Himself 
exclaims, '*How hardly shall they that 
have ridies enter into the kingdom of 
God !** But the poor have their tempta- 
tions and their trials also ; and a proper 
and charitable use of wealth, enjoying, 
but not abusing *' the good things of this 
life," is as acceptaUe in the sight of God, 
as a patient and Christi»[i res^natjon 
under those calamities and deprivations, 
with which, for His own wise purposes. 
He thinks fit to visit some of His fea- 
tures. The rich man in the parable was 
not condemned because he had been rich. 



hut because he had misused Jiifi ridies: 
Lazarus was not comforted becaoae he 
had been poor and miserable* but because 
m all his sufferings he looked with pa- 
tience and piety to Grod, and with chari- 
tflfble fongiveness to those who showed a 
want of «haiity to him* Do jou under- 
stand this? 

Henrjf, — Oh ! yes. Mamma, quite— but 
stilly I am very glad that you and Papa 
aare not very rich, if it ia480 hard for a rich 
person to be good. 

Mrs. B.-^TAy dear boy^ in ^^omparison 
with very many people m the world, we are 
wichz we hav« always a.ccmfortable house, 
good food, good clothes, the moans of 
gmng something to our pooser ncigh- 
lioiirs-: we are not dbfiged to labour firom 
morning till night for ^mr subsistence, 
Imt have leisure to instruct you all in your 
duty^ and give you u good educatimi* 
We have health, and strength, and a 
variety of worldly blessings for which tei 
be grateful: butlwillown to you, lam 
Aankful to God-whoJias placed us in. this 
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isitaationy rather than expose us to the 
-temptations and the heavy responsibility 
of a very large fortune. At the same 
-time, we may be quite sure that he who 
uses, as a faithful steward, the portion of 
goods which God has given him here, be 
it large or small, will not be punished 
hereafter because he has gratefully en- 
joyed the worldly blessings which have 
been placed within his reach. 

Mary, — No, Mamma, I thought it 
could not mean that, but I was not quite 
sure. I quite understand it now— and 
will you go on with the parable ? 

Mrs. R — ^Yes, my love. After r^ 
oeiving this answer from Abraham^ die 
poor victim in his torments thinks of the 
wretched state of thdse with whom he 
had been connected on earth; and his 
next request is for them. '^Then hb 
said, I pray thee therefore^ father, that 
thou wouldest send him to my father^s 
house: for I have five brethren: that he 
may testify tmto them, lest they also come 
into this pkice of torment,'' 
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Mary. — ^Well, Mamma, but that was 
good of him at leasts was it not? 

Mrs. B. — It seems to have been an 
intimation, that in the future world our. 
natural feelings and affections will not 
be broken off, and that even some good 
and kind sentiments may remain among 
those who are themselves for ever lost* 
Milton, the finest of our poets, whose wri* 
tings I hope you will some day read and 
admire, says : 

'< For neither do the spiiits damn'd 
Lose all their virtue/' — 

and this is agreeable to the Word of 
Ood. But in this request of the rich 
man, there might be also the tormenting 
thought, that he had himself been the 
means, by his example, and hb life, of 
leading his brothers into careless, irre* 
ligious, uncharitable habits, and thereby 
to the eternal ruin of their souls : and this 
might well explain the anxiety .which 
he felt to reclaim them even by a mi*- 
racle. 
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Henry. — But I hbpe^ Mamma, Ahra- 
kam let Lazartis go for this at least? 

Mrs. B.r-'Yon shall hear. ** Al»^am. 
saitii unto him. They have Moses and 
flte prophets: let them bear them.'^ 

JTenry.!— Yes; Mamma, hut so had every 
Ikm^ else: but thai is very different from 
a person ilrbo had been dead, coming baeK 
to tell tlieih. 

Airs. B.r-Bnt ^l^d ii^M &ad the 
brothers of this man to be reclaimed by 
a miracle? What ground had they for 
expecting that God would, for them, 
depart so widely from His ordinary 
eouhie, aff to allow a mess^iger to ccmie 
to them from the dead? You say retj 
truly, that every body else,, that is, all 
the Jews, ** had Moses and the pro- 
phets;*' and these wei« sufficient guides 
to some, and therefore, m^ht harve be^i 
sufficient fin* others, who chose to reject 
them. The rich man, however, thought 
with you, and stiH persevered in has re- 
quest* '*And he said. Nay, father 
Abraham; but if one went unto than 
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from the dead, they will repent." Butr 
what is the answer? ''And he said 
unto him. If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be per* 
suaded, though one rose from the dead." 

Henry. — Oh ! Mamma, but I cannot think 
that. Only fancy, how terrible it would 
be to have a person, who had been dead,r 
come back to tell you, that if you did 
not behave better, you would be punished 
for ever and ever ! Surely, one must 
be good after that. 

Mrs. B. — Remember, my dear Henry, 
who it is that makes this declaration whichr 
is put into the mouth of Abraham, that 
it is the Son of God, God Himself, who 
cannot deceive, nor be deceived, and 
who knows the heart of man far better 
than we can know it ourselves : and if, 
in what He declares there is any thing 
that seems strange, or even incredible 
to us, we should satisfy ourselves, not 
that He is mistaken, for that he cannot 
be, but that we are weak and ignorant. 
It is true, that a sudden miracle, or any 

r2 
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ftensual event, might cause serious 
thoughts, even in the most hardened sin* 
ner. But God knows best how long those 
thoughts may last, and He can work 
repentance is us, by the slightest, as 
well as by the most powerful causes. Not 
to repeat again the argument of the 
unreasonableness of expecting such a 
miraculous interference in favour of one 
person and not of alL But tell me, are 
there no wicked, or thoughtless, or irre* 
ligious people in the world at present ? 

Henry. — Ob! yes, Mamma^ a great 
many, but not any who have seen a per- 
son come from the dead to warn them. 

Mrs0 B4 — ^Not who have seen such a 
thing/i I grant you, but who have known 
it, many hundreds and thousands. 

Henry. — How^ Mamma? I do not 
imderstand you. 

Mrs. B. — No! Do we not know^ at 
certainly as any thing ean be known^ 
iftat Jesus Christ Himself came down 
on earth, died for our sinis, rose again 
from the dead, and preached to us and 
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fcrall the world, repentance^ faith in Him, 
and amendment of life I 

Mary. — Oh! yes. Mamma, I wonder 
we did not think of that at once^ bnt then 
that was not like a common man being 
made alive again* 

Mrs. B. — It certainly was not, hut the 
miracle was as great, and as astonbhing ; 
those who saw it could not haye been 
deceived, and we have their undoubted 
testimony to the truth of the miracle. 
We know the reality of it as much as if 
we had seen it with our own eyes, and 
yet, though ** One has risen from the 
dead," how many are there who are care* 
less of His warning, disregard His com- 
mandments, think lightly of His threats, 
and His prmnises I He it is who speaks 
to us and to all the world, in this very 
parable which we have now been reading ; 
He it is who says, ** Ye have Moses 
and the Prophets: hear ye them" — and 
of Him again, it is said to us, " This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
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pleased: hear ye Him/'^ How much 
more call for our obedience, how much 
more reason for our love and gra- 
titude ! ** Therefore/' says St. Paul, 
in his Epistle to the Hebrews, '* We 
ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we have heard, lest 
at any time we should let them slip. For 
if the word spoken by angels was stead- 
fast," (that is, if the Word of God which 
He sent by the prophets, his messengers, 
proved true, and His promises, and His 
Uireatenings came to pass, as the Jews 
knew they had done,) " and every trans- 
gression and disobedience received a just 
recompence of reward: how shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation : 
which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by 
them that heard Him V'f 

Henry. — Mamma, is it not very odd, 
that there should be any people who live 
wickedly, when they have been told By 

• Matt. xvii. 5. f Heb. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
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Jesu» C^hrist Himiidf, wliftt wUl bappem^ 
to them afterwards ? 

Mrs. B^ — It is indeed strange^ my love^. 
and sad to titink^ htm far too little we 
any of us refleet uptm the promises and 
Ae Word of God : and still more sad^ 
how many persons live in utter disregard 
of Him, or, to use the Scripture e3Epre8»^ 
sion, ** Live without God in the world ;'^ 
Vat of these I pray €rod, that myr dear 
ohildren may never be : but that, whe-^ 
Aer rieh or poor in this world's goods^ 
tiiey may remember from whom their 
riches, or their poverty proceed, and lay 
np fot themselves treasure in heaven^ 
which diall never be taken from them. 

Henry • — ^I hope so too, Manuna, and 
I am sure, if ever I am rich', I will try 
to be very good, and very charitable to all 
the poor people. But what became of the 
five brothers. Mamma, after all ? 

Mrs. B. — My love, the parable ends 
liere, for you wilt remember, that it is 
not a real story told to amuse curiosity, 
but a^ moral lesson given in an imaginary 
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relation of circumstanees : and this end 
being answered, it was needless to go 
farther. But to shew yon still more 
strongly, how dear in the sight of Grod 
is this branch of that inestimable virtue 
of charity, I will read to you, before we 
close, the description which He gives, 
who only could give it, Jesus Christ, of 
the last day, when He shall come to ju4ge 
all the world, rich and poor alike. " When 
the Son of man" says our Lord, ** shall 
come in His glory, and all the holy angels 
with Him, then shall He sit upon the 
throne of His glory : and before Him shall 
be gathered all nations ; and He shall 
separate them one from another, as a shep- 
herd divideth his sheep from the goats. 
And He shall set the sheep on His right 
hand, but the goats on the left. Then 
shall the King say unto them on His 
right hand, Come ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. For I 
was an hungered, and ye gave me meat : 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 
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I was -a stranger and ye took me in: 
naked, and ye clothed me : I was sick, and 
ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me. Then shall the righteous 
answer Him, saying. Lord, when saw 
we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or 
thirsty, and gave thee drink? When 
saw we thee a stranger, and took thee 
in ? or naked, and clothed thee ? or when 
saw we thee sick or in prison, and came 
unto ^the&2 and the King shall answer, 
and say unto them. Verily, I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these, my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. Then shall he 
say also unto them on the left hand. De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into jBverlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels ; 
for I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
no meat : I was thirst)^^ and ye gave me 
no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in: naked, and ye clothed me 
not: sick and in prison, and ye visited 
me not. Then shall they also answer 
Him, saying. Lord, when sai^ we thee 
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Bn hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, 
or naked, or sick, or in prison, a^d did 
not minister unto thee? Then shall He 
wswer them, saying. Verily I say ant» 
yon, inasmuch as ye did it not to one of 
the least of these, ye did it not to me. 
And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life 
•eternal." * 

Mary* — Thank you, dear Mamma, that 
is very beautiM mdeed ; but there is 
one thing that I want to ask you ; if none 
can be rewarded but those who feed, and 
olothe, and visit the peer and naked, what 
is to 1)ecome of the poor thanselves? for 
they, cannot afford it. 

Mrs. S>» — My love, God will not re- 
^quire of any that which they cannot do ^ 
we shall be judged according to that 
which we have, and not according to that 
which we have not. Sut there are few, 
if-.any, who have not some means of re- 
lieving, or assisting, or shewing kindness 

' * Matt. XXV, 31 r 40. 
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to others : what God requires is, that we 
should shew mercy, remembering His 
mercy to us ; and if we give in this spirit, 
our gifts, however small, will be accepted 
by Him. He has even told us Himself, 
that "Whosoever shall give a cup of 
cold water to drink, in His name, verily 
he shall in no wise lose his reward."* 
But we must put off any farther discussion 
till another day, for it is already late, and 
we must not enter upon any fresh sub- 
ject. 

* Malt. X. 42, and Mark ix. 41. 
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NINTH DAY, 



Parable of the Pharisee and the 
Publican, 



Luke xviii. 9. 



Mrs. B. — ^Well, Henry, what is it that 
has given you that very triumphant look 
to-day ? 

Henry, — Oh ! Mamma, I think we 
have made a good use of your parables ; 
I think Mary and I have been like the 
good Samaritan, and I think I know 
somebody that has been like the rich man 
that you told us of yesterday. 

Mrs, B, — It always gives me pleasure 
to hear that you have acted rightly ; but 
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why should you be glad that you have 
seen somebody act in a very unworthy 
and unchristian manner ? 

Henry, — No, Mamma, it is not that 
that I am glad of, but only . . • . only . • • 

Mrs. B. — ^Well, my love, let me hear 
the case, and then I shall be a better 
judge. 

Henry.-Why, Mamma, as we were 
walking just outside the gate, we saw a 
very poor, very wretched looking old 
man • • • • • 

Mary. — No, Henry, he was not an 
old man* - 

Henry. — ^Well but he was very poor, 
was not he, Mary? And so. Mamma, 
there was a gentleman coming on horse- 
back, and the poor man began to beg of 
him — and the gentleman did not give 
him any thing, but said, he ought to be 
ashamed of begging, when he might 
work ; and so, Manmia, when the gentle- 
man said so, as soon as he was gone by, 
I went up and said. Here poor man, if 
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that gentleman won't gtre you any thing, 
I will — and so I gave him thd new hai& 
crown that Grandmamma gaye nut, and 
Mary gave him a shilling, which was all 
she had* But why do you look so graT«». 
Mamma? Did not we do a great deal 
better than the gentleman 1 

Mrs. JB.^— I am afraid, my dear Henry, 
you hare a very poor notion- eftho oon- 
du^ of the good Saniatitan^. whett you 
think tiiait you weare like lum ;* and that 
you have a still poorer of another essential 
part of Christian ohaiity, that of jud^g 
favourably of the conduct of your neig^*- 
hours* 

Henry.-^Wkj, Mamma, I thought the 
gentleman was like the priest and the 
Levite, that you said passed by without 
attending to the poor man ; and so I was 
determined to shew that I was better than 
they were, and like the good Samaritan 
who helped the poor man when he was 
in distress* 

3irs^ JB. — ^And do you think, my dear 
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Henry, that the wish of the Samaritan 
was to show that he was better than the 
Priest or the Levite ? 

Henry. — No, Mamma, not exactly to 
show that he was better, but I think he 
must haye felt very happy that he had 
behaved so much better than they had. 

Mrs. B. — I do not doubt, my love, sup- 
posing it to be a real history, that he 
would have been glad that he had behaved 
so well ; but T am sorry you should think 
he would be glad that he had behaved 
better than others. But as you do, let 
me ask you a question or two. In the 
first place, whom are you most anxious 
to please ? 

Henry. — You, Mamma, and Papa. 
' Mrs. B. — On earth, my dear boy^ I 
hope you are ; but remember you have a 
heavenly Parent, whom you should be 
still more anxious to please. 
• Henry. — Oh ! yes. Mamma, I did not 
think of your meaning that. 

Mrs. B. — ^And what docs He say? 

s2 
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Does He promise to reward those who 
act better than others ? 

Henry. — ^Yes, Mamma. 

Mrs. B. — Does He? — He promises to 
reward* with eternal life* those who, to 
the best of their power obey His Word, 
whether they are more or fewer in num- 
ber ; but He never promises to choose a 
certain number of the best people in the 
world* and to reject the rest. 

Henry. — No, Manuna, but if we are 
the best people in the world, God will 
reward us rather than others, will not 
He? 

Mrs* B. — My love, God measures our 
reward by our faith in His Son, and our 
obedience to His Word, and not by our 
superiority or inferiority to others. We 
are judged by our own conduct, and not 
by that of any one else. We gain nothing 
by their miscopduct, and at the last day 
it will avail us nothing to plead that there 
have been others worse than ourselves. 

Henry. — No, Mamma, I suppose not. 



Mrs. B. — ^Then^ my love, I most ask 
you to answer honestly, what was your 
motive in giving money tg this poor man ? 
Was it from an earnest desire to serve 
God, by doing good to one of His crea- 
tures, or was it from a wish to show your- 
self in a more favourable point of view 
than the gentleman whom you mention? 
Was it because the poor man wanted 
money, or because tiiie rich man did not 
give it ? 

Henry (after a pause.) — Why, Mam- 
ma, I think it was partly both, I think 
I should have thought that the poor man 
wanted it, but perhaps I should not have 
thought it so muohi if the gentleman had 
given it him-*and then I thought, now I 
will show that I am good, and that he is 
not. I believe it wa« so. Mamma. 

Mrs. JB.T— I believe so too, my dear 
boy, and I ^m gl^ that you have the 
honesty to own it, bow that I have led 
you to look to your motives ; and now 
I think that you can go on with the en- 
quiry for yourself. Do you think that 
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your conduct to this beggar at all re- 
liembled that of the good Samaritan ? 

Henry, — No, Mamma, I am afraid not* 
I am afraid I thought only of the good we 
had done to the poor man, and not why 
we gaye him our money. But you are 
not angry with us for giving him the 
money. Mamma, are you? 

Mrs. JB. — I am not angry with you 
certainly, and I am pleased to see that 
you are so ready to admit your fault ; but 
I think it highly probable that you did a 
foolish thing in giving money at all to this 
poor beggar, certainly in giving so large 
a sum to one person, without knowing 
whether he were deserving or not ? 

Henry. — ^But ought not we to give 
money to beggars at all Mamma? 

Mrs. B. — I do not say that, my dear 
boy» but it is as much our duty< not to 
give to the idle and wicked, as it is to 
assist the industrious, and to relieve the 
sick and the infirm. By your account the 
gentleman told him that he ought to be 
ashamed of begging instead of working ; 
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and it is extremely probable that he knew 
the man's cbaractery and that he could 
procure employment, but preferred idle* 
iiesa. I do not know that this was the 
case ; but if it waa» the gentleman was 
fbiei really chaoritaUe person) by refusing 
ta encourage idleness in. giving away, as 
y<m did, a sum to one beggar, which an 
jmdustidous labourer could scarcely earn by 
,two dkya hard work. This mode of giving 
is not charity, but extravagance ; and yx)n 
will, have deprived yourself of the pleur 
sure of relieving more than one really 
deseinnng person^ by giving to one who 
very possibly was not so. 

JETeiiry. — But, Mamma, if the gentle- 
man did not know that this beggar was 
idle, surely he ouffht not to have refused 
himorJdedhi;? 

Mr$.B. — Certainly not, my love; but as 
certainly, unless you know to the contrary, 
you are boxmd to believe that his refusal 
proceeded from a good motive, and not 
from a bad one ; that he would gladly have 
relieved a person in real distress, but 
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wonid not be duped by, and encourage^ 
an impostor. And in believing this, you 
exercise towards this gentleman another 
very important branch of that extensive 
virtue. Christian charity. 

Henry. — Charity to the gentleman. 
Mamma ! I do not know how you mean. 

Mr^, B. — ^There are two points in the 
description of charity given by St. Paul, 
in the passage I have before alluded to, 
which we may apply to our present case ; 
as relating to the judgments which we 
form of our own actions, and of those of 
others. For the first: "Charity,** he 
says, *^ vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up."* Or in the words of the Psalms, 
" setteth not by herself, but is lowly in 
her own eyes."f And for the second, she 
" thinketh no evil.^'j; A most compre- 
hensive expression, and a point in which 
this Christian virtue may be most strongly 
shown, and perpetually exercised, in put- 



• 1 Cor. xiii. 4. f Psalm xf. 4. 

X 1 Cor. xiii. 5. 



THE PARABLES. 203 

ting upon the actions of our neighbours 
the fairest and most favourable construc- 
tion — not hastily judging or condemning 
them^ not believing that they act from 
improper motives, but the contrary, if 
possible; and leaving judgment to that 
great Searcher of all things, "to whom 
all hearts are open, and from whom no 
secrets are hid." The Scriptures with 
more than common earnestness insist upon 
the necessity of both these exercises of 
charity. "Be kindly affectioned,'^ says 
St. Paul, "one towards another with 
brotherly love, in honour preferring one 
another ;"* and again in the same chapter, 
Be not wise in your own conceits.^f 
Judge not," says Jesus Himself, " that 
ye be not judged ;" j: and to the Pharisees, 
^'who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and despised (that is, were 
ready to condenm and think ill of) 
others" § without sufficient cause, He 

* Kom. xii. 10. | Matt. vii. 1. 

t Xioni. xii. 16. § Luke xviii. 9* 
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spoke a parable, which I think, under all 
cinnnnstances, we may as well take for 
our reading 4)f to-day* It is not a very 
long one, and our conversation has already 
encFoacfa«rd a little on our usual tinae. 
** Two men," said our Saviour, " went up 
into the temple to pray ; the one a Pl^- 
risee, and the other a Publican." 

Mary,*^i do not think. Mamma, tliat 
I know what a Publican was among the 
Jews; I know that it was not what it 
means with us. 

Mrs. jB.-1-The PubUcans were those 
persons who, when the Jewish natum be- 
,came tributary (that is, bad to pay taxes) 
to the Romans by wIkmu they hdd been 
conquered, had the charge .of coQeeting 
them, and paying them over to their 
foreign masters. Among the Jews it was 
considerad highly disgraceful to have any 
thing to do with persons of anothej na- 
tion; and accordingly the publicans^ or 
tax-gatherers, who filled so odious an 
office, were, held in great contempt and 
abhorrence by the rest of the Jews. : It is 
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very possible indeed^ that from the general 
contempt which was entertained for this 
office^ it was often in the hands of persons 
of low condition and indifferent character, 
as few others could be induced to take it. 
But no doubt there were, even among 
the publicans, many honest and good 
persons. 

Mary, — Mamma, I think I remember 
that Jesus was reproached for living with 
publicaiks and sinners, and I now see why 
they were put together. 

Mrs, B. — ^Yes, tny love, you are quite 
right; and it is very possible that the 
publiemiy about whom we are about to 
read, was (as indeed wtieh o( us is not ?) 
a sinner. Be that as it may, be was a 
repentant siiiner, for he w^s come into 
the temple to pray. So, indeed, was the 
Pharisee. Both were in the -Immediate 
pt^sence of an all-seeing God,- who knew 
all their actions, thoughts, and. ditrposi- 
tiims» but who judged of them perJiaps 
not as men judged. ''The. Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus with, him^lfy God, 

T 
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I thank thee that I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican." 

Henry. — But how did he know. Mamma, 
what the publican was ? 

Mrs. B. — I am glad to see you can 
reason so accurately, and see how absurd, 
and how worse than absurd, it is for one 
of us to pretend to judge of the merits 
and feelings of another. I only wish yon 
were always as ready to act upon this 
knowledge, and not to condemn others too 
hastily in cases where you probably know 
little or nothing. 

fliefiry.-— Oh, Mamma^ I hope you are 
not angry with me ; I see that I was yery 
wrong about that gentleman this morning, 
but I hope you do not think me like the 
Pharisee, who made such a beginning to 
hii^ prayetls. 

Mrs. J?.-^No, my dear little boy, I am 
not angry with you, and as I told you just 
now, I am very glad to see that you can 
own that you have been wrong. I hope 
that your prayers to God will be very 



THE PARABLES. 207 

unlike those of the Pharkee, and that, 
instead of thanking God that you are 
better than others, you will pray to Him 
to be made day by day better than you 
are; and that all your neighbours (that 
is, all men in the world) may. be made 
better also, by the aid of His Holy Spirit. 
And now, my love, we will go on with the 
parable, and say no more about the gen* 
tleman and the beggar, for I think you 
will remember what we have said, and not 
be so hasty and uncharitable in your opi- 
nion another time. 

We left off, you remember, where the 
Pharisee thanks God, that he is not like 
his poor humble neighbour. His prayer 
goes on : "I fast twice in the week, I 
give tithes of all that I possess." 

Mary. — But, Mamma, he did not call 
that a prayer, did he? 

Mrs. B. — ^Certainly, my love, it was 
very unlike what prayer ought to be, a 
confession of our own unworthiness, thanks 
for God's unmerited goodness, and a hum- 
ble petition that He would continue His 
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mercy to us. Oa the contrary^ this proud 
Pharisee, while he affects^ indeed, to 
thank God, in reality only boasts of his 
own imagined virtues, or catker not of his 
virtues, but of his freedom from the faults 
of others. And when he comes to spe^ 
of his own merits, what are they ? << I 
fast," says he, ** twice in the week, i give 
tithes of all that I possess." I managei 
that is, to comply with the outward ocdi- 
nances of the religion which I hay6.l6amt> 
and to peiform carefully those ceremonial 
observances by which I can make a fai. 
shew bdfore men. But he forgot that he 
was then addressing himself to that God 
" who seeth not as man seeth,"*~** Who 
trieth the heart and the reins,"f that is, 
the inward affections, the motives, the 
sincerity of our conduct ; he forgot that 
in the sight of that God all are sinners 
alike — that the difference between the best 
and worst of men (supposing that he had 
been the one, and his poor neighbour the 

* Job X. 4. f Psalm vii, 9. 
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other) is as nothing compared with the 
infinite distance between the best of men 
and the divine perfections of that eternal 
God. But let us go on to the contrasts- 
let us hear now the Publican. '^He/' 
says the parable, ^* standing afar off, would 
not lift up so much as his eyes unto hea- 
ven. but smote «pon his breast, saying. 
God be merciful to me, a sinner.'' 
^' Which of these two/' as Jesus said on 
another occasion, ''did the will of hia 
Father?''* 

Mary. — I should think the publican. 
Mamma, for he really did pray; he 
prayed to God to be merciful to him. 

Mrs. B. — And how did he pray? — 
*' standing afar off;" that is, not daring 
to approach what was considered, more 
peculiarly, the holy part of the temple, 
to which the proud Pharisee had boldly 
gone, not questioning his right, nor exa- 
mining Ai» merits; ''not lifting up so 
much as his eyes unto heaven;" but with 

♦ Matt. xxi. 31. 

t2 
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humbled and penitent looks, with downcast 
eyes, and a eontrite heart, smiting upon 
his breast, in sign of his wickedness and 
of his sorrow, he made his prayer to God, 
" who despiseth not the sighing of a con- 
trite heart, nor the desire of such as be 
sorrowful.*' 

And now, what was his prayer? It 
was short, but it was comprehensive : not 
only " Ood be merciful to me," but 
^* God be merciful to vfie a sinner:" as 
if he had said, '' I am a sinful man, oh 
Lord.* I acknowledge my transgres- 
sions, and my sin is ever heforp me/'f 
I have no claims upon Thy goodness, and 
if Thy justice be dealt out to me strictly, 
I must be for ever lost: but give me, 
oh God! that which I do not deserve, 
** be merciful unto me a sinner ;" forgive 
my past sins, and enable me to forsake 
them, (for this last must, of course be 
implied.) This, my loves, is the frame 
and disposition of heart in which God 

* Luke V. 8. t Psalm li. 3. 
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will have us pray to {lim. And Jesus^ 
having related the parable, confirms your 
.opinion of the merits of the two, adding, 
immediately, '' I tell you, this man went 
down to his house justified, rather than 
the other.*' And He adds the reason, 
which was, Mary? 

Mary. — ^That one really did pray,. 
Mamma, and the other did not. 

Mrs. B. — That one really did pray, 
and prayed humbly : that the poor publi- 
can, with all the disadvantages of bis 
education and his early habits, had that 
Christian virtue of humility, which is, 
in the sight of God, " of great price," ^ 
humility towards Gknl, and humility also^ 
(which is charity) towards men : while the 
Pharisee, with all his boasted acquirement^^ 
and supposed merits, was careless towards 
his Maker, and arrogant towards his 
fellow«creatures4 And Jesus adds this 
momentous warning, to all men, in all 
ages, and in all circumstances : ** Every 

» 1 PeU iii. 4. 
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one thai exalteth himself, shall be abased," 
and this comfort, also, to those who seek 
it rightly, that '' He that humbleth him- 
self shall be exalted/' 

Mary, — Bat is it right. Mamma, to 
seek to be exalted? And if it is not, 
why does Jesus offer it as a reward I 

Mrs. B. — Of what exaltation do you 
suppose He speaks ? Not surely of worldly 
honours, or wealth, or glory ; least of all, 
of worldly triumph over those who have 
exalted themselves, and who will be 
abased ; but of that best exaltation at the 
last day, when the faithful and humble 
servants of God shall hear the glorious 
voice, " Come, ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdcnn which hath been 
prepared for you, since the foundation 
of the world.* Then shall the ri^teous 
shine forth as the sun, in the kingdom 
of their Father." f To this exaltation 
we are not only permitted, but commanded 
to look, as the '' prize of' our high call- 

♦ Matt. xxv. 34. f Matt. xiii. 43. 
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ing/' *• as the end of all our being, a^d 
the object of all our hopes. 

Henry,— m&mmsL, you said just now, 
that humility was charity. I did not 
quite know how you meant. 

Mrs. J3. — I should rather have said, 
my love, that humility towards men was 
a part, and a very essential part, of cha- 
rity : for it is by a want of humility, by 
a too good opinion of our own merits, 
tiiat we are led to compare them with 
those of others, and, like the proud Pha- 
risee, to look down on those who, perhaps, 
are really our superiors. If we think 
kumbly of ouraelyes, we shall never think 
contemptuously, or uncharitajbly, of others. 
If we consider how much we need for- 
giveness, we ahall be ready to forgive 
others : if we consider how little our own 
motives will bear being enquired into, 
we shall not be too ready to condemn those 
of others ; we shall remember these two 
warnings, ** Forgive and ye shall be for- 

♦ Phil. iii. 14. 
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given. Judge not, and ye shall not be 
judged." * And in these two, consists no 
small part of Christian charity. Do you 
understand me, now? 

Henry.— Yes, Mamma, quite; thank 
you. 

Mrs. B. — A.nd 1 trust, my dear chil- 
dren,that what you understand, you may, 
by the grace of God, be enabled to prac- 
tise : and especially this Christian virtue 
of humility, which, though essential to 
all, is yet peculiarly the ornament and 
the blessing of childhood ; that foUowing 
His blessed example, who, though the 
Son of God, humbled himself, and was 
obedient to his earthly parents, you may, 
like Him, ''increase in wisdom and in 
stature, and in favour, both with God and 
with man." f 

• Luke vi. 37. f Luke ii. 52. 
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TENTH DAY. 



" I AM afraid, my dears/' said Mrs. B. 
the following day, ** that our stock of 
parables is nearly exhausted.'' 

** Oh ! Mamma/' exclaimed both the 
children at once, in a tone of disappoint- 
ment. 

'* I thought," said Mary, " there had 
been a great many more parables in the 
Bible." 

Mrs. B. — ^There are several more, my 
love; but some of them I should hardly 
be able to make you understand; and 
others are expressed in short sentences, 
which are hardly stories, and which yon 
will read better when you read the Bible 
itself. There are however, two rnore^ 
which I propose that we should read 



316 CONVERSATIONS ON 

together ; but let us first consider, shortly, 
those which we have been reading, and 
the principal lesson of each of them. Do 
you remember, Mary, what was the first 
that we read ? 

Mary. — Oh, yes. Mamma, I remember 
that quite well. It was the sower and 
the seed. 

Mrs. B. — ^Ahd the meaning I 

Mary. — It was the way in which dif- 
ferent people receive the word of God, 
and how we ought to let it grow, like the 
seed, in our hearts. 

Mrs. B. — ^Very well, Mary. And the 
next, Henry? 

Henry. — ^Was it not the servants and 
the pounds. Mamma? And to shew us 
how we ought to improve our talent^ 
like the servants who were to trade with 
their money l 

Mrs. B. — Quite right, my dear boy. 
We then went, if you remember,, into 
three parables at once. The lost diieep, 
the lost piece of silver, and the Prodigal 
Son. 
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Mary. — Oh, that long beautiful para- 
ble ! How well I remember that ! 

Mrs, B. — Well, my love, then tell me 
the moral of it. 

Mary. — Oh, Mamma, there was so 
much ! But the chief thing was to shew 
U9 how we ought to repent, when we 
had done wroQg, and how God would re- 
ceive us if we did. 

JIfr*. B. — ^Very well, my dear girl. 
,A.nd now look at these five parables, and 
gee how large a portion they express of 
Qur first duty, duty to God. In the first 
we learn the necessity of Faith, by which 
we receive into our hearts His Holy 
"Word, letting it grow there, and flourish, 
and bring forth fruit. In the second, 
we learn actively to exercise pur faith, 
and to employ the means of good, which 
God hag placed in our power, remember- 
ing, that for all pf them, we must give 
an account to Him who gave them. The 
three others teach us that most comfort- 
able doctrine of Repentance: by which 
we learn, that after all pi^r sins, we yet 

V 
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may turn to our God, as to a merciful 
and loving Father, with fear, and love^ and 
godly sorrow; and that those who so 
come to Him, He will again receive, and 
the angels of heaven will rejoice over 
their return. From these we passed to 
our duty to our neighbours ; in one word, 
to Christian charity ; not forgetting] that 
our duty to them is part of our duty to 
God ; that our love for them, should pro* 
ceed from our love to God ; and that 
our conduct to them, should be a humble 
imitation of the conduct of God to us. 
Do you recollect, Henry, which was the 
first of this second set ? 

Henry. — I am not sure that I remem- 
ber which was next. Was it the good 
Samaritan ? 

Mrs. B. — Nor does it much signify 
which we took next in order; but you 
have not forgotten the two servants, have 
you? 

Henry. — Ob ! , no. Mamma ; the one 
who owed more than he could pay, and 
whose uiaster forgave him, and who after- 
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wards would make the other servant paj 
bim the little debt ? Oh ! no, I had not 
forgotten that, but I did not remember 
where it came. 

Mrs. B. — But the moral, my love? 
' Henry, — ^That we ought to forgive all 
men who have offended us, Mamma» 
because God forgives us so much more ? 

Mrs. B. — Quite right, my dear boy. 
This parable then enjoins, as one part 
of our, duty to our neighbour, or Christian 
charity, (which you will remember is the 
same ttmg,)forjiiveness of offences ag^ainst 
IIS, as we hope and pray to be forgpiven ; 
'^ being kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God, for Christ's sake, hath forgiven 
us."* The good Samaritan, again, is 
a lesson of more active beneficence : not 
of forgiving all, but of doing good to 
our neighbours: the term neighbours, 
meaning all mankind, under all circum- 
stances, at all times, however inconve- 

* Eplies. i?. 32. 
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Aie&f to biffseh^, aiid htrWeft^r little ve 
riiay be in the w6rld connected nHtb iheiii* 
Now, the thif d patable, Maty- 

Mary, — ^Was it not the rich man and 
LazaruiS X 

Mn. J?.— -Yes, fty love; perhaps the 
HdKKSt limited in its applica1i<m, bttt cer-' 
tainl J not the least iiiiportatit ^ ioi tfaougii 
iew opportunities ftisty occnr^ of more 
alpeoial acts of beneficence, yet *' the poor," 
slays onr Lord, *' ye hare al#ajrs mfli 
you;''* and judici6iisly» yet liberally 
to x'elieve their wants, ahd to »itiist«r 
to their dis^6sse^, is no small p^t df 
the responsibility of those Wbo have 
enough and to spar^ of this world's goods. 
Again, this psirable reminds us, that while 
We have opportunity, we should " do 
good unto all men ;*'t knowing that, after 
our death, there will be no longer room 
for repentance, nor for good works ; that 
the night cometh, wheii Ho mm ean 
work."t 

♦ Matt. xxvi. 11. t Oal. vi. 10. J John ii. 4. 
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The fourth parable was the one which 
we read yesterday, which enjoins humiJity 
towards God, and charitable judgment 
towards men; and which, as we have 
80 lately read it, we need not enter into 
again. Once more, let us look back at 
the summary of all enjoined us, in what 
we have read. 

1st. Faith in God, and a devout ac- 
ceptance of His most Holy Word. 

2d. An active exercise of that faiths 
in such good works as are its fruit and 
efiects. 

3d. A sincere repentance of our sins 
pasty and a steadfast resolution to forsake 
them for the future. 

Then comes our duty to our neighbours, 
including, 1st. A ready forgiveness of 
all their sins, remembering who has for- 
given us, and how much He has forgiven. 

2d. Universal beneficence to all man- 
kij;id, knowing that all are children of the 
sune Father $md God. 

3d. Kindness and liberality to the 
poor and needy, knowing that ** he that 

u2 



S22 CONVfiRdATIONS ON 

hath pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the 
Lord." * 

And, lastly. Charitable judgment of 
the thoughts and actions of others, since 
we are assured, that with Krhat measure 
we mete, it shall be measured unto us 
again." f 

Though much more, no doubt, might 
be added, and though erery line of tibe 
sacred writings will teach us more and 
inore, how sedulously we ought to keep 
the commandments of God, and walk 
in His holy ways ; yet, believe me, dear 
children, that if we bear In mind these 
precepts, and study to act up to them^ 
by the mercy of our God, we sfaaH not be 
*' far from the kingdom of Heaven.** 

And now, my loves, hstving, by our 
former parables, learnt what is our duty 
to God and to man, we will see how it 
is that God calls us to perform those 
duties; whom He calls, and whtit we 
must expect, if we refuse ti) dbey lib crifl, 

* Prov. xix. 17. t Matt. Hi. 2. 



or render ourselves tinfit for fttteiMliBg 
upon it. 

p. II II lUi ^lilM wypn _p i 



Parable of the Marriage of the Riny^s 

Son. 

M&tt. x»i. i. 



Mrs. B.— ** Thb kingdom of heaven 
is like istBio a oert^in King/' (you i^e liere 
the same fotm of beginning upon ifrkich 
we made some rcfmoErks a few days ago :) 
" whieh made a marriage fer lue son :" 
or rather, w)ie made a feai^ on tte oc* 
esskfn of the marrii^e of his son ; '' and 
»ent forth hi^ servants to call them tiutt 
tirere bidden/' (or invited) " to the wed- 
ding: and they would not come. Again, 
he sent fbrth other servante, sayingy 
Tell them whidi are bklden, behold, 
I have prepared my dinner: my oKen 
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and my fiatlings are killed^ and all things 
are ready : come unto the marriage.. But 
they made light of it, and went their ways, 
one to his farm, another to his merchan- 
dise ; and the remnant took his servants, 
and entreated them spitefully, and slew 
them. But wlien the King heard thereof, 
he was wroth; and he sent forth his 
armies, and destroyed those murderers, 
and burned up their city. Then saith 
he to his servants. The wedding is ready, 
but they which were bidden, were not 
worthy. Go ye therefore into the high- 
ways, and as many as ye shall find, bid 
to the marriage. So those servants went 
out iuto the highways, and gathered to- 
gether all, as many as they found, both 
bad and good ; and the wedding was fur- 
nished with guests^ And when th^ King 
came in to see the guests, he saw there a 
man which had not on a wedding gar- 
ment: aqd he saith unto him. Friend, 
bow earnest thou in hither, not having 
^ wedding garment? Aiid he was speech- 
less. Then^ jsaid the King to the savants. 
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Bii^d kiiRi Im&d and foot^ and take 
away, and cast bint into ortiet darknem/' 

jffe/irjf.— Whftt, because he was not 
Well dressed enongh, Mamniat Sarely 
that Was not right of the King, pai^ 
eutetly when h« had aifted him in Mm-* 
self. 

Mrs. jB.— My dMt boy, yotd- objec^ 
tion, which, howeyer, does not snrprlsd 
tote, proceeds from your thinking 6t 1^ 
manners and habits of the presMt day^ 
in which it woald not only be highly itti^ 
jnst to 6ttt in the way you imag^ the 
king to have acted, (as indeed it would 
hAye been in that day, if yon had quite 
correctly stated the dreomstances,) bat 
it would alio be pteposterons and absurd 
for a King, upon the marriage of his son, 
or any great occasion, to send out for 
his guests, literally into the highways and 
hedge-sides. But in the times and conn*- 
tty, i^ which our Savidw liyed, there 
was nothing ridiculous or extraordinary 
in either of these circumstances. It was 
no uncommon thing for great perilous, 
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upon great occasions, to give feasts, which 
lasted* some times, several days together, 
at which all who came, travellers and 
others, of whatever rank in life, were 
fed mid received: a part of the enter- 
tainment consisted also in giving to such 
of the guests as had them not, suitable 
dresses for the occasion. " Changes of 
raiment," you will find in reading the 
history of the Bible, spoken of as the 
^mmonest species of present made by 
a person to his guests. And you remem- 
ber, in reading the parable of the Prodi- 
gal Son, they brought out " the best robe, 
and put it on him."^ Dresses being thus 
furnished by the master of the feast to 
all who applied for than, it was a piece 
of disrespect, amounting to an insult, to 
come to the table without such a prepa- 
ration: and merited that, which in this 
instance it received, being turned out 
from the brilliant feast into the darkness 
and gloom of the street. 

Mary. — But is that what is meant' by 
" outer darknesfx/' Mamma ? Because 
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I thought it meaAt much worse than 
that. 

Mrs, B. — So it is explained by the 
commentators, my love, on this passage : 
in the spiritual sense, indeed, being turned 
away from the heavenly feast . . . . • 
But before we go to this, we had better 
go through the meaning of the parable 
generally. Do you understand the mean- 
ing of it, Mary ? 

JIfary.— -No, Mamma, I do not think 
I do ; I was trying, as you read it, but I 
could not make any thing of it. 

Mrs. B. — Let us see, then, what we 
can make out together. In the first 
place, the King, the giver of the feast 
was? 

Mary, — God, Mamma. 

Mrs. B. — ^And the feast, to which 
He called or invited a certain number at 
first? ' 

Mary. — Oh ! I see, Mamma, the pa- 
rable is againi^t the Jews, who were first 
called to be Christians, and who would 
not. 
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Mr$. ;B.— Now, my Iwe, you have the 
right key to the meaning of the paraUe. 
It was spoken agmiist the Jews in the 
first instance, yet not without a {prophetic 
warning to us, to till person jb future 
ages of the world, wjiieh we shall 4^ 
well to ponder in pur hearts. With God's 
assistance, then, we wfll mdeavour to see 
what lessons we are ahle to draw from this 
parable. 

God, as we haye seen, is the King, who 
prepares of His bowty a great feast, and 
prepares it too on account, and in Jionour 
of, His Son; to tjiis feast Ho invites a 
chosen number of pers<ms, and firoin twe 
to tune He sends forth His servants 
and messengers to warn them of the in- 
vitation ; at leng^ He sends to amioimce 
to them, tbut i^e feast w$ks aotuaUy pre- 
pared, ^bat <^aU ^bings were ready.'' 
This, as you partly saw, Mary, was t|be 
dealing of Almighty God, witii regard to 
the Jewish nation. fVom a very early 
time, God chose them out to be a pe- 
culiar people, to « keep His statutes, juid 
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observe Hk laws :" * and to preserve the 
expectation of that great promised Mes- 
siah, in whom all the nations of the esgrth 
were to be blessed. To the Jews He 
sent His messengers, the prophets, calling 
His pe(^Ie to rep^ottance, and they would 
not hear: and lastly, to the Jews first. 
He seat His long-promised Son, saying, 
" Come, for all things are ready :"t come, 
for the prophecies are now acc<Haplished ; 
<Gome, and I will give you the " Inread 
'Of Ufe, and the water of life, that who* 
soever ^nketh of it shall never thirst ; 
but the water that I shall give him> shall 
be in him a well, springing up into ever- 
lasting life." J How then did they re- 
ceive the invitation to this inestknable 
feast ? '' They made light of it, and 
went their ways, one to his fanui another 
to his merchandisse ; and the remnaat took 
his servants, and entreated them ^ite- 
fully, and slew them.'' 

Mary. — But did Jesus mean this pa^ 

♦ Psalm C7. 44. f ^^^ **^- ^7'. t John iv. 14. 

X 
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rable as a prophecy. Mamma, of wliat 
they would do to Himself? For He 
was one of the servants, was not He ? 

Mrs. B. — ^No doubt, my love. He who 
** took upon Him the form of a servant,*^ 
here represents Himself as one of those 
sent out by the King, to call the Jews to 
the heavenly feast, and no doubt that 
He intended to foretell, in this discourse, 
what would happen to Himself, and also, 
what in a most signal manner did happen 
shortly after, to His murderers. And 
havmg seen the accomplishment of one 
part of the punishment threatened, let 
us be more and more careful to avoid 
that heavy visitation which is afterwards 
denounced. But let us look a little more 
closely at the conduct of the Jews ; wh^i 
this feast of heavenly things was held out 
to them, what did they do! 

Mary. — '^ They mado light of it, and 
went their ways, one to his farm, another 
to his merchandise." 

•' • •Phil.ii.r. 
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* Mrss B. — ^That Is, they treated con- 
temptuously the gracious invitation, be- 
cause it interfere with the amusements, 
or the business of the present world; 
they were occupied with the cares of this 
life, and the deceitfuhiess of riches, and 
they neglected the good tidings of great 
joy, which were to be to all nations. But 
I am afraid the Jews are not the only 
people to whom this blame might be 
attached* Are there none among us, who 
are Christians, who ^* make light'! of the 
call which God has given us,, through Hb 
Son ? None among us, who think more 
ofo^r business and our amusements, '' our 
farms and our mefchtodise,'' than of that 
heavenly feast to which we are invited ; 
that treasure which is laid up for us, 
** where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where no thieves can break through 
and steal r** 

Mary. — Mamma, I have often thought 
th^t if one bad lived at the same time 

♦ Malt. y\. to. 
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Tvillr lesttd Christ, and heard Him, mid 
seen * His miracles, one could not have 
helped believing in Him, and then one 
mast have obeyed Him, and followed 
Him. 

Mrs. B.—Mj love, His rejeetiofn by 
the Jews was a melancholy instance of tiie 
power of prejudice to clo(9& the human 
heart even agsdnst the clearest evidence; 
but while We condemn them, we alike 
condemn ourselvei» ibt almost our daily 
eanduct. What evidenee had they which 
we have not ? We have equal means of 
being convinced of the truth of His 
gospel, of the reality of His miracles r we 
believe in His word: we have it before 
us, as surely coming from Him, as if we 
heard it coming from His own mouth; 
and if we do not make it the guide of all 
our actions, we are just as guilty as they 
were. Nay, we are more unjustifiable 
still, for we have no deep-rooted national 
prejudices to contend against, no early 
impressions to overcome : " from a child,** 
we have each of us " known the Holy 
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Scriptures, which are able to make us 
wise unto salvatioii."* Again^ the Jews^ 
fwhen they were first called upon to follow 
4>ar Saviour, to be the early disciples and 
-ted^hers of His word, were called upon to 
forsake all that they had, which was most 
lleQJr to them ; '' to sell whatsoever they 
had, and giv« to the poor, and take up their 
cross, and follow Him"f through perils 
and persecutions, and death. We are 
called on to make no such sacrifices ; we 
'are not ordered to give up father, or 
moflier^ or husband, or wife, or children, 
for his name's sake : we are not forUdden 
to attend to our ** farm and our merchan- 
dise C but we are called on not so to set 
our hearts upon any of these things, as to 
** mske light," of the call to His heavenly 
feast* But let us now return to our 
IMurable, and to that part of it, which more 
immediately relates to the Jews. The 
neglect of the invitation, which it was 
their duty to have obeyed, led them to 

* 2 Tim. uu 15. f Mark x. 21. 

x2 
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feel angry wit!i those messengerg who 
were sent to warn them of their datyt 
and tfans, as one sin ahnost always leads 
to others worse, they ended hy ** despite* 
fally entreating/' and at last murdering 
them? 

Mary. — Bnt what excuse bad tfiey. 
Mamma? What reason for maidering 
the servants who were sent lo imritB 
them? 

Mrs. B. — No exeufie, my love ; v no 
reason, no palliation ; their anger at those 
who warned them of th^ sin in negleot* 
ing the invitations of their Lord, was 
probably Ihe cause, but certainly not the 
excuse for their conduct. Tet such luid 
been, and such Jesus well knew would be 
the behaviour of the Jews ; and He wd! 
knew also, and foretold in the next verse 
of the parable, what should be the ooiis&- 
quence of their crimes. '' The King sent 
forth his armies, and destroyed liiose 
murderers, and burnt up their city.'* 
And in less than fifty years after this 
paraMc was uttered, while many yet lived 
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who iiad heard it, Jerusalem wius idtt- 
BtaojeAhj ifie Roman arBMei, whick God 
liadpesmittedto go up agaimrt it, aodtakeit. 

ilf(H»^.^^Diit - i dMMild think amck a 
wonderful esreat mast haare convlneed all 
-the woM j»f the tndth of our :8a7ioinr's 
f^vopheeies. 

Mrs» B.^-^At all eveaats, it may well 
Bwve to add to, juad to confirm our faidi ; 
-and to strengthen ub in eur resolutioiis to 
^blow Sis My comnandmenls^ knowing 
T&at thoagh ** Hamen and earth shall 
flan laiwy, His wnrds iixall tnat pass 
tsmay;'^ but shadl all he fiiMifod. But 
let/us «oim -^h ^w Mplaoation ef Mr 
-pamfafe. Who are iliose, Mary> <w4io 
'Were lordbred to be oellectpd from the 

ilfary .-^I suppose, Mainma» if the fijvt 
people who were ad&ed meant the Jews, 
4liat Ihe others meant all 4h« nest ef (Ibe 
worid. 

Mrs. B. — Quite right, my dear -giri ; 
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this parable points out, in the plainett 
tenns, that great doctrine of the Christian 
religion, whieh was to the *' Jews a 
stumbling block, and to the Greeks fool- 
ishness/'* that the Jews were no longer to 
be exclusively the people of. God : a doc- 
trine, which eyen the Apostles themselyes 
were slow to beUeye, till long after the 
.resurrection of their Lord: and which, 
when Peter, was at last compelled to ac- 
knowledge, made him cry out in astomsh- 
ment and joy, ** of a tmth I perceive that 
God is no respecter. of persons: but in 
every, nation^ he that feareth Him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
Him/'t And yet it is one which, through- 
out the prophetic writings. is clearly and 
distinctly foretold, from the promise made 
to Abraham, that in one of his. descendants 
** should all the nations of the earth be 
Uessed,"j: down to the very last of the 
prophets, who foretold the coming of the 
Messiah* 

• 1 Cor. i. 23. .f Acts x. 34, 35. J Gen. xxU. 18. 
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Jlfairy^-^Biit.how wn^ it, Maauna, that 
tiu» Jaws did not imdenstand tibese pro- 

Mrs. B^^^They interpreted them in a 
daflereot Qiafmer ; they escpocted that th^ 
Messiah was to be a great earthly fmoe 
Md oonqtieror, who ehonld i«5tore Itieir 
RAtiiHi to m^se thatii its fotmrn: ghry, and 
wiqect all otibent to Hi3 power; aiid ih&j 
j^uned to adioit Hio olaiiBs <^ Him, who 
^fme iato A€(ir ^ty, ^^ meek and jetting 
^upoii an aw* and a o<^ the fosd of a& 
jMa/'* But fet UJ3 rathar cooaider what 
jnaaam we h we to Wes*j <Jod, who of HJa 
wand«rltil piroyid^ace. hM so ordaned the 
eoniBe of ^i¥m^^ a9 to aapply tfi^ plaoe of 
ihoae who would not oonio* with fill the 
rest ofmaafciad ; with tbofie who '' ia the 
highwf^ and bedgop" were renioyed irom 
all a|>par€at chtooe of partakiig of ik^ 
faoayiealy hanquot, ttU they were gra^ 
•eioiiriy 4mlled by Uim, who would have 
aUmen t^im to bw. 
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Mary. — Still, Mamma, I do not quite 
onderstand what is meant by the man wko 
had not on a wedding garment. You ex- 
plained quite well what it meant in the 
parable, bnt I suppose there is some edier 
meaning, is there not? 

Mrs. jB,»-Most assuredly there is; and 
an awful meaning, which I will make elemc 
to you immediately. You remember, that of 
those who were first asked, none were ad- 
mitted to the supper^ and th^ places were 
filled by others, who were called Irom all 
quarters, and furnished, upon their request, 
by the King, with suitable garments to 
appear at the feast. One, however, was 
found without such a garment, and he, 
though he had been invited, was finally 
rejected and cast out. Now, the first 
asked, were the Jews, who denied and 
slighted our Lord: their places in the 
favour of God, and in the admission to his 
house, were filled with Gentiles of all 
nations and languages; but upon con- 
ditions. There was a preparation to be 
made, something to be sought for to 
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render lis *' meet partakers of that holy" 
feast; and that sometbing> we are told to 
ask for, and we shall have* Now, Mary, 
do you understand what is the wedding 
garment of a Christian guest at the great 
feast! 

Mary. — I am not sure. Mamma ; does 
it mean goodness ! 

Mrs. B. — Groodness, my love, in its 
most comprehensive shape; for goodness 
alone, if by the word you mean morality, 
does not approach to the preparation 
which we are required to make. To ex- 
plain it shortly and fully, I should say the 
wedding garment meant a ** Christian 
spirit I*' such a general frame and tempei^ 
of mind as inclines us always to look to 
God, to believe in His blessed Son, to 
worship Him, to love Him, to fear and 
serve Him ; a Spirit of which the fruits 
are, according to St. Paul, '* love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance:*** a 

* Gal. y. 22, 23. 
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i^pirit of purity, vqpresented by the dean 
robe trbich wa^ pot on tke genesis: a 
spirit, ia xkort, such as can only come 
from Gkod Umself, aud which will sardy 
lead U8 to God. 

Mary. — But how are we to obtain sndi 
a spirit. Mamma? 

Mrs. B. — ^There is one only way, my 
knre, but it is a sure way — by prayer to 
Him who oidy can give it. To those who 
diligentiy seek for it. He says, ^ Erery 
«8ie that asketii, recerreth, and he who 
seeketh, findetib :'*^ bat those who haye it 
not, He wUl surely exclude from h» 
table, and thrvmt into ovter darkneis; 
** tbapt," as Jiesas says, in comcfoding' &e 
parable, ^* shaU be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth." And he adds Aese awfnl 
words : *' For many are caUed, but few 
ehoaon." 

Jfory.-^— But, surely, Mamma, this does 
not mean that few people in the .world 
will be «a:T)od ? 

1^ Mttt. vluB. 
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MrSk B. — It is a felurful ijpieflliaD^ and 
one which "sm sbonld not hastily dedidd 
upon : God oUly knows what is meant by 
the wolrds "many" and " few/** He 
only knoWs who WiU^ and who will not be 

* Thcw is & pasttige ita Mler's ** Codd Thoughts 
in bad Times/' so apflioabte to th6 present stifaject, 
and the cOMoludlng seolenoe of whkh is one in 
which I have so much reason to join, that I cM- 
not refrain from quoting it at length: especially 
ds the language is siiAple enough to be quite in- 
tetligiUe to my ybuu^ readers. " In the parable 
of fke foai^ iOtts of ^i^Ound tvhei^mi the seed was 
sowti, the Ifeist alone proved fraitful. Tfaeire die bad 
were miMre than the good : but amongst the set* 
vantSy two improved their talents^ or pounds^ and 
one only buried them : there the good were more 
than the bad. Again, amongst the ten virgins, 
' iSf e ^were Wise, and five foolish :' there the good 
and bad Were equad, I see that coneeming ^o 
number of the Saints^ in comparison to tbf repto- 
bates, no certainty can be collected irom these 
parables : good reason, for it is not their principal 
ptirt>ose to Iheddk with that point. Grant, Lord, 
Aat I May neVer tadc H Scripture shnile beyond 
the true intent thereof; lest, instead of sucking 
milk, I squeeze blood out of it*" 
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saved: for us, I know no safer answer 
that can be giyen, than that which Jesus 
gave to one of His disciples, wh^i He 
asked Him nearly the same question that 
you have done : '' Lord, are there few 
that be saved ? And he said unto them. 
Strive to enter in at the strait" (or 
narrow) ** gate : for many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able.''* That is to say, be not over 
curious in considering the concerns of 
others, but knowing that the path to 
eternal life is narrow and difficult, strive, 
for your own parts, carefully to follow 
the g^dance olf Grbd's word, which shall 
finally bring you to the gate of 
fieaVen. 

Mary. — Mamm9> that seemed to me 
ilpt quite ••.••• I mean it seemed 
different fitmi what you said just now, 
that all who prayed for Grod's assistance 
should have it — and here it says, that 
" many shall seek to enter in, and shall 

* Luktziii. S3) 24. 
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not be able/' That seems a contradictioD, 
does it not ? 

JIfr*. B. — No, my love, not if you con- 
sider it properly ; the Bible says, indeed, 
** many shall seek to enter in and shall 
not be able," bat it does not say haw Aey 
will seek ; it does not say that they will 
pray and seek for Grod's assistance^ with- 
out which all their endeavours will be 
nothing worth. ** It is not meant that 
any Christian will ever sincerely do his 
best to mter into life eternal, and fail in 
it; but that many imagine that Ood has 
marked out other ways to happiness than 
obeying His laws; and many too, who 
are fully s^udble there is no other way. 
Use so little diligence in following this, 
that thm progress is insuiScient to make 
them arrive at eternal felicity/'* Do you 
understand this, Mary ? 

Mary. — ^Yes, Mamma, I believe I do 
now : but it is surely a dreadful thought 

* Archbishop Seeker. Notes to Mant's Bible. 
iMatt. Til. 94. 
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Ant 80 many peraoDs vill be miserable for 
ever. 

JUri. JB«-Trlt ig a clroadfal thougfaty my 
dear chiUy bat the certainty tbat such 
will be the case, '' that vide is the gate, 
and broad is the way that leadetfi to 
destruction, and many these be Ihat go in 
tlieieat/^* shonld Imve at least this ^Bbcjt 
upon US, to make us doubly earefsd of our 
own oendnct, deably -watohM oyev our 
ovn hearts, and doubly earnest in our 
fMrayera to .that Ueesed Savtear, who is 
^^ the Mty, and the truth, and &e lijEe ;"'f' 
and vbo Himself hadi toid us, ^' Without 
ma y^ can do notyng,"^ May thgt God, 
who has ealled as all to die feast of His 
blessed Son, in mercy grant dmt when 
the King eometh in to see the guests, 
WB may be found clothed with the wed- 
ding garment of Christian faith, car, in 
the w<N-ds of the Revelation which we 
qaoted once befose, '* with robes washed 
and made white in the blood of the 

* Matt. vii. 18. f John xiv. 6. J John xr. 6. 
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Lamb.'' Then shall we be among those, 
of whom (according to the Ptophet Isaiah, 
speaking in the spirit of Grod) " it shall be 
said in that daj, Lo, this is our God, 
we have waited for Him, and He will 
save US ; this is the Lord, we have waited 
for Him: we will be glad and rejoice 
in His salvation/'* Then shall the 
multitude of His redeemed " not hunger 
nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sub 
smite them ; for He that hath mercy on 
them, shall lead them, even by the springs 
of water shall he guide them."f " He 
wiU swallow up death in victory ; and the 
Lord Grod will wipe away tears from 
off all faces; and the rebuke of His 
people shall He take away from off all 
the earth ; for the Lord hath spoken 
it-^t 

♦ Is. XXV. 9. t Is. xlix. 10. t Is. xxT. 8. 
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ELEVEI^TH PAY. 



PmraUe iff ike T«ft VirpaA. 



iM«^ vvf, %' 



4i9^i7y £»r Uf for J fUkex^df^f th^i^i |n 
tbis vfty 1^1^ much- 

tike reodiiig |th«i|i more ^d ^UMre, tbe 
oftener you read them, and the move 
you study them. When you read the 
B3>le itself, you will fipid sey^eral .more 
of these parables, containing lessons 
which you may well reason upon and 
consider; many which will not strike you 
at first sight, but in which you will find. 



j^ e&ch ijte^ik t^e^^g, mora jUld<kn U^i^» 
^ ^qji^ yj^lf^M^ ins^uotim ; but I b»y« 

iare bef t «]Mb^ to .opr pr^sjB^t pturpo»9« 
and I hope our conversations upon them 
f^ not £)aon te jfoiigott^. 

t^ Tfill nptv ^Ii4 I ain quite surc» wi^ 
shall both under^itmd tl;iefba p^ajbl^s y^ry 
p^V^h barter t^iQj^ we sboirfd have 4Qne, 
irithQ^t lajimg sbpiM^ ih^vi m this way 4 
jlHit i^p^y :I wi 9(ffry th^jt there af e no 

Mr^^ vPrr-lSodo^FQur, .my dear loves^ 
to fe^^eak^ .W/eU, npt pnly the pfurxbles 
'ffj^h fir^ jiav^ read^ but Hbe iQaaons ;wfaidi 
jtb^y fUE^ intended to oonvey ; .and not oniy 
jU> r^^ie^nber^ )b«t aa far afl you haire 
opportonkjue^, to piractise diose holy 
idoiig^^ nod ihom Christian .virtoes 
.wMph fire )taugjhit in tinem. '' fiemember 
M>W thy Crea^tor/' j^ys the viseBt of men, 
-^^ in Ibp iufn of thy yostfa/'* And who, 

* Eccles. xii. 1. 
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indeed, is there who knows whether he 
shall live to be old ? Which of ns knows 
whether God will grant ns another year, 
another day, nay, even another hour of 
4ife? 

Mary. — Mamma, I hope it is not 
wrong to wish to live a long while, bat 
I am so very happy, that I should be very 
sorry if I was to die soon. 

Jlfr^. B. — And may onr merciful God 
and Father keep yon here on earth for 
many happy and useful years ! No, my 
love, assuredly it is not wrong, and at 
your age it is most natural, to enjoy, with 
•a grateful heart, all the blessings of life, 
and to love, and be thankful for that state 
in which it has pleased Almighty Wisdom 
tiiat you should be placed: but as cer- 
tainly it is right, and the bounden duty 
of every one of us, old or young, to endea- 
vour to be prepared, whenever it shall 
please that same Almighty Wisdom to caH 
us to another state. You remember the 
prayer in the Evening Hymn : 
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^' T^ach vpB (p live, thai I may 4f^94 . 
The grave as little as my be4**' 

And such should be the earnest piayer 
of every Christian. We are indeed tauj^ 
how to live, and our prayer ought rather 
to be, to give ns grace to pr^tctise what we 
know ; remembmng always onr Saviour'^ 
words* ^^ If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if y^ do them/'* But we have 
turned npoii a sobjeet whieh bads i» 
exactly to the {MUBble whieh I had in- 
tend^ to take tor to-day's reading. If 
you please* I will begtfi it* and we will' 
make our ofaservi^tions on it as ve go fm. 

Mary, — ^ThaidL you* Mamni#* I had^ 
qtite forgotten that we were come for 
the parables* but I shall like to hear it 
irery much* 

Mrs, B. — We will begin than, at once* 
with the parable of tibe Ten Virgins. 

** Then*'' says our Losd* speaking of 
the last day* '' shall the kingdom of hea- 
Fen be likened unto ten virgins which 

* John xiii. 17. 
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took their lamps, and went forth to tneet 
the bridegroom/' 

'. Henry. — ^What, is this another parable 
about a marriage ? 

Mrs. B. — Yes; and the meaning of 
the verse is perhaps not very clear with- 
out understanding something of the Jew- 
ish customs with regard to mamages. 
They are all celebrated at night, and the 
new-married couple go about in a sort of 
procession for some time, with all their 
relations and friends attending them, witir 
drums, and trumpets, and lights. When 
they return home, they find the whole 
house Ugfated up, and a feast prepared, 
and the servants and attendants, with 
torches or lamps^ waiting to receive th^n. 
These ten virgins, therefore, who are 
qK>ken of, were some of those, whose 
duty it was to remain in the house, and 
** go forth to meet the bridegroom," with 
their lamps, when he returned. 

Henry. — Thank you. Mamma) and 
now, if you will go on, I will not stop you 
again. 
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Mrs. B. — '* And five, of them wiere 
wise, and five were foolish." Their wis- 
dom or folly we shall see directly. "They 
that were foolish took their lamps, and 
took no oil with them : bat the wise toot 
oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
While the bridegroom tarried, they all 
slumbered and slept. And at midnight 
there was a cry made. Behold, the bride- 
groom Cometh, go ye out to meet him. 
Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed 
their lamps. And the foolish said unto 
the wise. Give us of your oil, for our 
lamps are gone out: but the wise an- 
swered, saying. Not so, lest there be not 
enough for us and you : but go ye rather 
to them that sell, and buy for yourselves." 

Henry. — ^That may have been very 
wise. Mamma, but it seems to me very 
ill-natured and selfish. 

Mrs. B. — No, my love, not so : if they 
had had abundance for themselves, or 
more than was necessary, then, indeed, 
they ought to have given to their neigh* 
bours who were in want of it ; and that. 
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without cotisidering %h^th6r tiley were 
in want by their own neglect or not ; but 
iti^ the firilt dnty of ev^ry one to attend 
to his own mce^iHe$: snd to giv^ aW^y 
what we require to perfonfi a part of ont 
duty, in ord^r to asdifit otheris, ik aA a6t) 
tiot of generosity, but of &a^jtt6tioe as Well 
lig folly. The five wise yirgitis had pm- 
Tided oil for theinsdveSi to pilrfortti tbftt 
which thtey Wete bound to do ; and ^Olf 
tould not give to the oth^irB Without 
neglecting the orders Which lifey httd 
dianselveis received* 

Henry, — I su^pote you aire ligte, 
Manniia; but gtfll, it seemed mry l»d 
upob the otfa^n* 

Mrs. B. — ^But wfame iattit was it> 
that they had not (nl> as VeD as tiie wiie? 

Henry.' — Oh ! thdr own, Mamma. 

Mrs. JB.— -Well, then, whotn hod tit^ 
to Uaime but themselves? The Wise vir- 
gins, however, gave tiiem thie best afivioet 
^ we have ^one to sptiore ; if w« ^tft to 
yto, we slmH also be in fault : but iMe 
no more time, go to them that sell, tfnd 
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buy 'fep yonnselTes; perliaps you may 
yet be in time to be admitted ^o the feast.^ 
^ Bnt," eontiaun tha pacabH ** while 
they went to bny; the bridegroom came^ 
and tjiey that were ready went m with 
him to the marriage ; and the door wu 
dhuU Afterward came also &e other 
TirginSy saying. Lord, Lord, open to us. 
JBst he aoftWfflced and said, Yerily I say 
^mto yon, I know you not." 

Mary. — What4id he mean by sayisg^ 
I know yim not ? 

lirB* JB. — It is not an uncommon fsawL 
of exjBsession in the. Scciptiires, n^ieaBing, 
as it does here, I disown you, I refuse 
io acknowledge you. In this instance it 
ia as if Ae bridegroom had said, ^ you 
idaim to be admitted and . ptetend 
"foof loliowecs and attendants ; I know you 
«9t as BQch. I know of none such, but 
dose who were here in attendance v:hen 
I fetomed, who wece fntfUing tiieir 
dolats, and who, having been ready, har^ 
long been admitted. The door is now 
lAiilV and I ^«n no longer allow you. to 

z 
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come in«" And now can you apply this 
parable ? 

Mary. — ^Yes, Mamma, I tbmk I know 
what it means, after what we were 
talking about just before we began to 
read it. 

Mrs. B, — Well, my love, what does it 
mean? 

Mary. — It means,. Mamma, I think, 
that we should be ready prepared when- 
ever our Lord calls for us. . 

Mrs. B. — ^And that if we are not so 
seady? 

Mary. — ^That he will not admit us to 
Heaiven. 

Mrs. jB.~Very well, my love, you 
are quite right as to the object! which 
the parable has in >view ; let^ us now oon- 
nderit veree by verse. In the first place, 
I wish yoa to observe,. that. aH the tea 
virgins, the wise and the foolish' i£ke, 
lit their lamps, and went forth to meet 
the bridegroom. What . do you ii&siL 
this: means? 
..Mary^ — I do not know. Mamma; it 
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•orely does not mean that they all meant 
and tried to do their duty. 

Mrs. B. — ^Most assuredly not, my love: 
but we may take them to represent two 
Tery different sorts of persons; all of 
whom, however, aire outwardly and in 
name Christians : all of whom alike have 
been called, and ordered to attend at the 
heavenly feast : all of whom profess their 
intention of attending at it; all of 
"whom are instructed in their duties, and 
have ''lit their lamps" by the sacred 
light of the Word of God, and the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ ; but who afterwards con^ 
duct themselves in very different ways: 
" for five of them were wise, and five 
were foolish.^' 

Mary. — Then, Mamma, if all this is 
meant, what is the oil, which the wise 
ones took with them, and the foolish did 
not? 

Mrs, B, — ^You know that if you light 
the wick of a lamp, and put no oil under- 
neath it, the lamp will burn a very short 
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time indeed> and tbe& go out: and Aid 
lamps which were used by the I^ws t^ 
quired to hare the oil poared apon- them 
catistBoaiij, to keep thew bmnis^; iA 
that respect they wei:« a fitter f €|Mre]|ll&- 
tatian than thote which we now lue^ of 
the spirittial neankig of Ute paraUe. It 
is not enou^, yon see, to i^f ht the lamp, 
oven tfaon^ it be fit from the Word pi 
God : thoagh Ile%i(m be kiadled ih tAst 
hearts, yet, if we caielessiy neglecst it^ if 
we omit to feed it, it will dUe away like 
the lamp ^hkk had Ho o3» The oil, theft, 
that which must feed it, is liie Word, and 
tihe Love, and ihe Spirit of Ood: constant 
and daily prayer for His grace, study of 
His will, and attention to His commands. 
Without this, the flame will soon go ont, 
and when onr Lord calls ns, v^e shall widi 
in vain that we had not neglected tiiis 
preparation. But to make it effectually. 
Unceasing watchfulness is necessary, lest 
we fall into temptation. 
Mary. — But, Mamma, even the wise 
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tifgins slHmbered and glept, while th^y 
were waitmg lor the bridegnxMB; timt 
was not very watektful, was it ? 

Mrs. B. — ^Afid it is very possible, tbat 
this m^y be intended to teacb us» ^bat ereit 
the yery best amoi^ «s oGcaaioBally slitm* 
b^, uid are ocigligeAt oy^ our duty; 
to show us how fair we aS eome Aott of 
the perfect law of God; a^d at the same 
time, to encourage us with the hope, 
that if we not only light our lampss but 
make a proyision of oil in our souls to 
feed theoi, God wiU not too nioely tisit 
us for our oecasioiial transgressions. 

Henry. — How frightened the foolish 
virgios must have been^ when they found 
that their lamps -were gone out» luid that 
they had no time to get any moie oil. 

Mrs. B. — ^And what do you think must 
be the feeling of the sinner, who^ having 
all Ins life neglected that religion which 
was taught him as a child ; having made 
BO preparaticm to receive the great Bride- 
groom, when He shall come to judge 
the world, is at length awoke from bfs 

z2 
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sdumber by the awful cry, •• He cometh !" 
When he finds himself visited by disease, 
laid upon a bed from which he shall never 
rise, but from which, according to all 
probability, in a very few hours he shall 
be summoned to appear before his Judge, 
to account for his neglect of that pre- 
cious light, which was given to him to 
keep burning ? 

Mary. — How dreadful. Mamma! but 
I am sure I have heard of persons who 
had been very wicked, and who repented 
and were very good when they found that 
they were dying. Do you mean that they 
would be too late ? 

Jlfr^, B. — God alone, my love, who 
knows all hearts, can know what are the 
real feelings of such persons, and He 
alone can judge how far such late re- 
pentance can be admitted before Him 
** who is set on the throne, who judgeth 
right ;*' * but' at least, the risk of such 
delay is awful. The Lord may come 
without even such short warning; the 

* Psalm ix. 4. ' ' 
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dnaer may be cut off in a moment, before 
Jie has even time to reflect upon his con- 
duct. God forbid^ my dear chfldren, but 
that you and I^ whenever we are called, 
snay be ready to appear with a sure trust 
in the merits of our Saviour Christy and 
?rith bumble conlBdenee that we endea- 
ivoured to keep His light burning m our 
iiearts. But he who feels that he has too 
•long neglected the care of his soul, and 
Jbais suffered the fire of his religion to 
grow cold and dim, he should hasten, be- 
fore it be too late, to redeem the time : 
and knowing that none of his fellow-crea- 
•tuces hav^ enough for them and him, that 
none of them can aid him, he should ** go 
Jto them Ihat sell, and buy for him- 
«elf." 

Mary, — To those that sell. Mamma! 
How do you mean? If the oil means 
.what you said it did, there is no one that 
can sell it. 

Mrs, B, — ^There is indeed but One 
from whom it can be obtained — and that 
One, .by His Holy Prophet, by the most 
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BptonAid «f iH Hit porofdwts,. whose vii* 
tings jron will read mA adwxe in tiM 
H^ly ScnptuKee ; bj tbfftmoiidi ef Isikfa^ 
iSHrt One W enUed to all His peofile, mj^ 
ingp " Ho, every one that thnrsteth, odbm 
ye to the waters; «td he tibat hath ■» 
money ; corxm ye, bcty and eat : yea^ couei^ 
buy wine smA milk, without moaey, aad 
without pnee/'* The price that Ood 
d^&aitdsy ia a hnunble esoA a centric 
heart: when such a <me id offered to fiio^ 
He wiU fi^e His Holy Spixit» He will 
light again the dyiug lamp, ond make ift 
born brightly to the last But if we uegv 
feet to apply to Him, if we put off tnmt 
day to day. He may at kngA come, as 
He says He will, '' as a thief in die 
night ;''t we know not when, nor how 
soon, and if our sorrow and akmoot be too 
late, we have only to look to the parable 
before ua, to see what will be our fiite. 
While we are in this world, while we are 
stttl npm ouiT trials we are gradousty told 
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to ''ask, and we shall have: knock, afid 
it shall be opened unto us:"* but when 
the bridegroom has shut to the door, then 
this gracious permission ceases: then to 
them that knock, saying, '' Lord, Lord, 
open to us," the fearful answer shall 
be, " I know ye not/' " When once,*" 
says Jesus in another Gospel, " the Mas- 
ter of the house is risen up, and hath shut 
to the door, and ye begin to stand with- 
out, and to knock at the door, saying. 
Lord, Lord, open unto us ; He shall an- 
swer and say unto you, I know ye not 
whence ye are ; depart from me, all ye 
workers of iniquity." f 

Mary. — Mamma, I do not quite know 
what is meant by the time, of the bride- 
groom coming. Does it mean the day 6f 
judgment, or does it mean the day of oar 
death ? 

Mrs, B. — They are, to us, my dear 
girl, one and the same thing : ^' for what- 
ever may be the season appointed in the 

* Matt, yii 7. 1 1^« xiii. 25. 
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secret counsels of God for that great and 
terrible day, when the heavens and the 
earth shall flee from the face of Him who 
diall be seated on the. throne; and their 
place shall no more be found ; the end of 
the world, with respect to each individual* 
takes place at the conclusion of his own 
life. In the grave there will be no re- 
pentance, no virtues can be acquired, no 
evil habits thrown off. With that cha- 
racter of virtue or of vice with which a 
man leaves the world, with that he must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ. 
In that moment, therefore, in which his 
present life ends, every man's future con- 
dition becomes irreversibly determined. 
In this sense, to every one of us on earth 
* the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, 
the Judge standeth before the door :' let 
us watch therefore, and pray ; watch over 
ourselves, and pray for the succours of 
God's grace, that we may be able to stand 
' before the Son of man. Nor shall vigi- 
lance and prayer be ineffectual. On the 
incorrigible and. perverse^ on those who 
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liDoek at €rod'6 AroateDingS) and ivjeet 
Bis promins, ob Aese otij the 6e»«ftly 
of ffis mrafli 1^91 Mt. But fof thoM 
who lay his warnings seriously to hearty 
who clread fte poUutions of the irofld^ 
md flee fhan sin as ftom a serpeRt: tirhe 
fear God's diqpleasaie move than dwA^ 
and aeek His fkvdor mofe timi ttftpy 
Aaagh mueh of ftailty wQl to Ae kit 
adhere to them^ yet diese ate the cifajeeii 
of the father's vieicy, of the IbBdeemef^s 
Ime. Fot these He 6iud, fiir these He 
pleads, these He supports and stien^thevs 
with His Spirit, these He shall lead whh 
Him triomphant to the mansions of glorf , 
where sin and death"^ shall be no more; 
and when '' God shall be all in alL't 

Mary. — liien. Mamma, what a terrible 
Aingit mast be to die suddenly! And 
yet one hears of it eyery day. 

Mrs. B.'^SnddieKn death, my love, is 

* Bbhop Hoisley. Ndles ta Maal's Kbie. Matl. 
xxiv. 42. 

t 1 Cor. 15—28. 
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an awful idea to any one, even to the best 
among us : it is fearful to . be called at 
once into the presence of God, our Maker 
9nd Judge : and fearful, indeed, for those 
l^ho have lived, and are living, in a re* 
gular course of violating His laws, and 
neglecting His commandments! And, 
ps we.know not whether it may not be our 
fate :to be thus called, how anxionsLy 
9hould we follow the command with which 
oiir Saviour Christ concludes this very 
parable, which we have now been read* 
ing ; " Watch, therrfore ; for ye know 
nether the ^ay nor the .hour when the 
3on of man cometh : and in another place. 
He adds, *' Watch and pray^ lest ye enter 
into temptation."* Here is our true 
safety; hence we may obtain the daily 
supply, of Iieavenly oil to keep our lamps 
burning, till .we are called to our everlast- 
ing inheritance with the saints in light. 

Mary. — Mamma, I hope that we shall 
always try to be ready whencF^er God is 

♦ Matt. xxvi. 41. 
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pleased to eall us : but I do hope we may 
all live a long time yet. 

Mrs. JS. — ^And yet, ^ear child, how 
short, in comparison with eternal duration, 
is the longest life of man! How little 
does it signify whether we live here 
twenty, or fifty,.or a hundr^ years, if at 
the end of our life we are prepared for 
that better life which is to come ! If we 
feel assured through the mercy of God, 
that though by our death we lose for a 
while those whom we most love on earth, 
we shall yet meet them again in an eter- 
nity of happiness inconceivable in heaven ! 
May that gracious and merciful God so 
direct and sanctify here all that we do, 
and say, and think, may He so bless our 
conversation l^ere, and these our endea- 
vours to learn and to explain His Holy 
Word ; that be our life longer or shorter, 
it may be passed in constant watchfulness 
over our own hearts, and constant sub- 
mission to His most holy will! So^ 
when He shall call upon each of us,, when 
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ve flhfldl liMr t}itt fiwfi)l wfirw^y ^ Be- 
hold, I come quickly/' Hi^ ivKQr g^^e ii« 
^4iie|f tQ ««wer. witb ike bftly Apontle 

* 

* Iter, wi it9b 
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